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T- is not fir kabel world can 
want amuſement (amidſt the va- 


the preſs). which ocoaſions my pro- 
ducing to light theſe genuine memoirs 
of Mr. Oſborn; but for that I bus 
often wondered, why authors, Who 
ſpin from the product of theis own 


brain, without the leaſt foundation 


in nature to ground their ſtory. upon, 
ſhould not aim at rectifying the mo- 
rals of mankind, as well as. al cap 


2 . * 


riety of lives, novels, and en- 


lehinzzg romances daily fpringing fam 
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Weine their Feger for, 7 791 
Liter is my Spies, 


ie in hs: N EIFS, 
Ticely-/ it is leſs. ingenuous to, entertain 
the mind; by an exhibition of riotous, 
and) iniquitous-exploits.,oply,; which 
at beſt eauſe but a ſufpriſing ſenſation ; 
ene by. draying proper canglulions 
from Air e ih not only to 
ut at 3 time in- 
— illuminate he reader's 
underſtanding, by making matters. of 
- pleaſuee; the vellicle of thoſe nſeful 
Ampreſſions, which; without - (ach; a 
- conveyance,» might, never. haver 
- xematked by them dhough at 
raue time, „they. are only. duch as 
vangbt natutally to reſult from a con- 
| iderace reflecta an the thing * 
miſed. oi: nm der m An vert © 
= rsI& to zilluſtrate vice be ;gver m- 
A — emendable, Mohan ene 0 
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vered by him, who 


dos, (Without reflection om conbe- 
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then, it may be of ſervice 10 yon. 


ful minds. fraught wi e 
ing paſſions of the age; EIN 


mu be dul the r, when deli- 
e coutſe of [life, 
(for "the moſt are) coofiſizd ad dne 
continued ſcene of iniquity, and ſelf- 


| gondemna This is 
Motive r Pang . 008 


Int, the vey REGION of ee woe 


I appeal 10 all thoſe. hs 13 
ala the gratification of their gina 
paſhan the ſole object af all their ac 


quences) Whether they ever, by chat 


mesh, progyred a ſettled tranquilli 
to their own miads; und beter 1 


max anſwer for them, that they hae 


not: na, | I haye brought them. a 


ſpecimen in Mr. Osborn, of What a 
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afion. be chought they 
muſt be endded with, ho make not 
right reaſon, and mqaril honeſty the 
ſole We e of all their” Sela 
tions. dan : 995 961 to 201.9 On 
ITbe great folly, of voüth l ift 
Gn regen and vhilſt à fund to 
ſupply their extravagancies, and de- 
banches, is but attainable, by any, 
though ever ſo vile / practices; the 
enjoyinent; (as they cat u) being pre. 
ſent, how do they tapplaiid'thoſe! des 
ſtruQive ſchemes by which they obtain 
it; till experience, too late, introduces 
ſach {clf-condemni ny harris! on their 
cohfcience, as arc Nel ways to be 
diſpelled,” but by the ncuteſt angiiſh: 


and deſpair; and and 1 bodies: 
either become victims to the cabuſeit 
worlds or chey falt through the uban- 


doned Aale of their own hands; 
—_— 0 Klein cher N ander | 
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PREFACE v 
the. preffiice of thoſs pungencie WHICH 
overbeartthet7” 41797 boubas od from 
--It+8-rrus, Mr Osborn cgürſe bf 
life, (vile as it undoubtedly) was} for 
the moſt part,) was not wholly v6i@ 
of ſuchl former vittubus impreſſions 
as! bis: mother had kapfented i Rib 
youthiful breaſt; dar thoagh they 
appear not to have been totally eradi- 
cated, chrough bis whole ecürſes "Rt 


is veryplaih, that they ay under à meνπẽ 
thak parelal ſuppreſſion" for many vet 
files gaining the'kſctndant 
gave them new action, and "vigour > 
But this, neither is, nor ca be every 
man's caſe :; nor is any one juſtifiable 
in plunging into vice, 1 a pro- 
ſpect of imtnerging again; e 
this accidentally happens to be the 
caſe of one, tens thouſand gt in” 
the experiment. i Is eee bagob 
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IMr. Osborn did not intend this to be 
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to him, to apprehend it might be 
made that uſe of after his death; he 
having, frequently lymentgd the want 
. of known examples, Which ee 
ef the greateſt utility to the 10 mu- 
merous herd of unthinking youths, 
in deterring them from ſhipwreck, 
on theſe rocks, | wheregn bimſelf had 
vphappily ſplit 5 for it was bis. com- 
hw, os: We ſes lie gilded out- 
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a Self. A lach. is in love with him. But 
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and face to be concealed, Os 
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ue goto ber that night.- 22 1 
age chair. Self drum in an unkno 
» houſe. with a lady behind the.cur- 
11%. fan Infirutted ho. ta-beh Has a 
nate Keceivei great as 10 0 
\dijaniſſed the third evening. . 
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Gives an account of the author's birth, 
and education. His early. genius. His 
or diſpoſition. Death of his natural fathey. 
Methods he uſed to procure his father's 
297 will Debates with bis 188 * 


hopes of a great eſtate. 
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ture 7 | ſome. men to be bred in a 
A cottage, than to others to be 
brought up in a palace. The 
latter of theſe was my curſed 
fate; till having received what is general- 
ly eſteemed a polite education, (for I had 
learnt ſeveral languages, could dance to 
Perfection, ride, fence, * touch ſeveral 1 


7 ly MEMOIRS f © 
inſtruments in a ſurpriſing manner) my 
company was courted by moſt of the beau- 
a 
My father, the Earl of A—e, was ſo 
tender of me, though I owed my birth to 
his gardiner's daughter, (his own lady ne- 
ver having had a child) that from the in- 
ſtant of my coming into the world, I was 
treated as a perſon of quality; nor could 1 
have had greater honours paid to me, had 
T been the legitimate heir to his whole 
eſtate, which was near thirty thouſand 
pounds a year. 
.\His extraordinary regard for my mother, 
had placed her in one of the beſt houſes 
about St. James's, with the retinue and 
squipage of his real counteſs; nor did any 
expence attending her family, flow from 
him with a ſparing hand ;; but his whole 
ſolicitude in life was, to make both her, 
and my ſelf, happy. The prudence and 
reconomy of my mother, rendered his diſ- 
burſements on her account ſo inconſide- 
Table, that I have often ſeen him in admi- 
ration, that they ſhould amount no higher; 
and how it was poſſible for her to ſupport | 
the figure ſhe did, upon the ſlender de- 
mands ſhe made on him; and he would 
frequently be for making thoſe additions, 
which my mother | hath CE 
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ſhe 


and declared ſhe had no manner of occaſion 


47 Y 1 8 od IT 11135 "OF 2238 

As for my ſelf, he made no ſectet of the 
relation I bore to him, nor was he ever 
better pleaſed, than when I was in his com; 
pany ; ftiling me his heir upon all occafi- 


ons, both public, and private. 


My mother, who was infinitely. fond of 
me, obſerving in my nature the feeds of a 
ſprightly genius, and gaiety of difpofition 

more than ſhe could have wiſhed, even at 
the age of thirteen, years; would fain have 
perſuaded my father to have ſent me to 
Eaton ſchool ; where, by my abſence from 
him, and being under ſome ſuitablè diſ- 
cipline, 1 might have regulated my paſſi- 


ons, and ſettled my conduct, before I made "A 
too early an appearance in life, under m 
on guidance; for though I lived wi bh 


her, yet ſhe was but too ſenſible, that T 
| | KS S278 Will Jy YT JUDD nt VC ! 
was entering upon that ſtate, which would 
ſoon demonſtrate how ineffectual her influ- 
ence would prove over me; hut no remon- 


ſtrances of hers, could prevail with che 


Earl, to withdraw me from under his own 
8 eng 
I had had a tutor in the houſe with me 
for ſome years, nor had his inſtructions 
been fruitleſs ; for by the time I was four- 
teen years of age, I could have held an ar- 
. 111 V7 OT 
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ent in the Latin (wWhictr was my favou- 
tongue) with far greater elegance of 
ſeyle; — Propriety ot diction, than in my 
native languas „ II wWas very ready i 
French, and had no inconſiderable ſmatch 
of eee nor is it to he ima. 
e yg as I was) that I could be 
" wholly inſenſible of my own perfections; 
which, a my year: increaſed, giving me 
the advantage+in wall companies, not only 
ef my-coremporaties,” but even of my ſe- 
ors, vehemently N wes emulation 
br ſuperior tales. 
My fathers” Ling eat delight i in/ | the 
| eomplithents perpetually paid to my early 


uns nd underttanding, thought no en- 
gements too great for me; but ft 


Plot my with an unlimited allo w- 
in th me a chariot,” a gentleman, 
and ro ootmen, for my own equipage ; 
and I behaving as ſuch, was admitted in 
my. fifdecbth year, into every mänly enter- 
ot rate the ſame footing with my el- 
Gers ; nor indeed, vas 14 e 8 5 1 

| —_ for any others 
Notwithſtanding the liberties na 
g > my luſt after praiſe, and the agreeable 
manner in which I was received into al 
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_ "converſations, + on account ofo my merit, 
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CHARLES Os BORN EI 
ſtudies; z that; happen what woulg;ol 
allotted 16: many Hours in the morning tat 
that purpoſe," as I was at all eyents derart 
mined nòt to break in upon;;| and:refts;; val 
the only thing I ever poſtponed to them. 
' I'never heard a word 4 Was unacquain 
tl with over night, hut I made my 
maſter of it in the morning a nor 28 
topic advanced in my hearing, for che 
time, that 1 was not able to argue from, 
whenever it occurred a ſecond j and -my 
memory was ſo retentive, that whatever 
1'had. orice read, or heard, was my own. 


| It ma be thought a piece of ſelf 

: in me, by the reader, thus to, amplify. my = 
5 own enddwments; but as truth is abſolute- 
: ly neceſſary, where an offer of any 
„ is made to the public z. ſo in exaggerat 

z my own: deſerts, 1 ſhall by no means 

n a claud over my on failiogs. 1: muſt 
r- confets, I had go ſmall hare of pride; for 

1 having ſo indulgent a parent; I put as great 


a vahie upon my felt, Top being his natural, 
as (and even more than) 1 ought to have 


er done, had 1 been his legitimate iſſue⸗ 1 
le ene a great degree Sq and had 
all formed to my felt- vaſt expectations, of 


Nhat, chroug n his intereſt, and with the 
poſſe ſſion of 1 I hould one day 
attain to. I took more delight in the exer- 


„ as 
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before me. 
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eiſes of Bacchus, than was conſiſtent with 


11 . 5 | | 5 WF 32) 
my years, and was extremely amorous, but 


* 


too often ĩinconſtant. | Len 
I had ſeveral intrigues on my hands, 
among perſons of the beſt rank; all which 


1 managed with ſuch dexterity, and ad- 


drefs,” that none of my enamourettas were 
ever in the leaſt jealous of me, or ſuſpicious 
of each other, though frequently of the 
fame family; for my youth rendering me 
leſs ſuſpected. I was inſcrupulouſly ad- 
mitted, ampogſt the junior ladies; and in- 
deed, whe Would have diſtruſted infideli- 
ty, at the age of fifteen. I ſeldom attack- 
ed, but carried the fort. 
„ Thus, whilſt I was ſwimming in an ocean 
of delights, and tranſports, my father, be- 
ing viſited with a violem fever, which 
baffled, every effort for relief, I had now 
before r whieh almoſt 
merged my deluded ſenſes, in the expecta · 

on of his vaſt eſtate ; and I was ungrate- 
fully impatient till it became my, own; 
jor that he had made his will, and there- 


. 


y given it ta me, I was perfectly ſatisfied 


ſrom his own ſhewing, at his country Seat 


at C——r- | n. N M4 2 
In four days he grew delirious, and died 
upon the tenth; when my mother, was 
C. vs ” Was 


CHARLES OSBORN, Eg, 7 
was named his executrix, gave orders for 
his funeral, as he had before directed. . . 

No ſooner had we paid due honours ta- 
my father's remains, than my mother and 
I addreſſed ourſelves to the Counteſs, aſ- 
ſuring her of our knowledge of his will, 
and our belief that it remained in his ſtudy, 
at his ſeat at C——r——n, deſiring her to 
go with us thither to inſpect it. The Coun- 
teſs made but light of the matter, expect- 
ing very little benefit from it; and it 
not yet being her time of retiring into the 
country, ſhe refuſed to go. We then de- 
fired her to favour us with the key of his 
ſtudy, and ſome others, that our ſelves 
might ſearch for it; but ſhe. told us, that 
we having no relation to the family, ſhe _ 
could not juſtify: ſuch an act; though ſhe 
was ready to deliver them to his brother, 
who was his next of kin, and heir at law. 
The ſenſe I had of being his ſon, and the 
certainty of being the deviſee of his eſtate, 
by the name of Charles Oſborn Eſquire, 
ſcarce permitted me to treat her with good 
manners upon this refuſal; but yet I bridled 
my paſſion, and leaving her. my mother 
and I went to our lawyer in Lincoln's Inn, 

where we adviſed what ſteps to take, in or- 
| der to be poſſeſſed of this will; for without 
it we could do , He accompanied 
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i as where we enter- 
ed a caveat, againſt the proving any "will 
ithir" might de brought, till we ſhould Uiſ- 
yer” ee true one; then adviſing in 5 
imanner beſt to Proceed for an inſpe 
into his writings, one delay or other. Git 
us up about fix days. 
WMe then, together with our lawyer, 
Vent to my Lord's brother's houſe, (now 
himſelf Earl of Ae) to require bis pre- 
ſenee at the inſpection; but to our vaſt fur- 
prize, were Hfotmed:: that he had been 
one ſome days to his ſeat at C=— r——n. 
Foo ſear,” ſaid 17 (for my choler-aroſe at 
thoſe words) and was procecding, when 


my lawyer gave me an item to be filent, 
and we entered our coach | 


He then adviſed us to call on "the Conh- 
teſs, to know whether Lord A — e 920 
received the keys from her, before he went 
Xo Y — t. —- n; ſhe, upon information 
of Who was below, refuſed us admittance 
to her; but ſent us word, chat having de- 
Mivered the keys to his Lord ſhip,” the had 
no further concern in the affair. 
WMie were thunderſtruck at this news; 
and our lawyer, to complete our perturba- 

. ve us a detail of ſeveral cafes, where- 
in had been ſecreted and ſuppreſſed ; 
and alter ä n clearing 92 ow 
raud, 


Cn AEO EH Y. 
fraud, the miſexable parties (being abſalute- 


1y, reduced) had been obliged to acquieſoe 


under the misfortune. And, ſays he, can y 
imagine, that, if Lord Ae is nom in poſ- 
ſeſñon of that will. which ſhall; diſinherit 


bim, he will ever produce it againſt himſelf? 


No! ſaid I, I will have him ſworn to 
the Devil, but I will find it out, or per- 
jure him. True, ſaid my lawyer, but that 
is all you can do. All? ſays I, all chat 
can do? Yes, ſays he, all. Why? ſays 
if he finds, this, will, can. he ſwear there is 
none? That, ſays he, will be according as 


he is adviſed, before the ſearch. Wh 


replied I. can a man be adviſed, whether 

rakes in his hand., or. got find it? Young 
gentleman, ſays he, theſe things are myſte- 
Tics. of à profeſſion, and not to be lightly 
diyulged. ;-but thus much l may venture 
to jay, that he who goes about lach an abt 
with deliberation, and cautiguſly weighing 
cac ee; a0. its conſequences, before he 
ſtirs the foot, may be hunted for yeats 
in the courts of equity, before you can 
get a ſyllable from him, to the purpoſe 
of, your enquiry. He muſt then. ſays J. 
eceffaily forhyear, himſelf. al- de ele. 
Jays I, no forſwear E 
. 7 
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Ke: "Wk" is the very laſt thing of all ; "he 
wind and double for an age, before that day 
comes, ata perhaps, having ſpent his whole 
life in the exetcife, © leave that, at laſt, ns: : 
legacy to his heir at law, or executor -\ 

I muſt own, I began to have an infuſe 
rably bad opinion of the law, hoping it 
would never be my hard hap to make the 
Experiment; but as ſomewhat was now 
material to be done, we added my horſes. 

to my mother's, and immediately ſet out 
for . taking the lawyer with us. 

The ſecond evening, we alighted at che 
gate; and upon enquiring for his Lordſhip, 
were admitted. The lawyer had inſtruct- 
ed me to deſire a fight of the will, as the 
firſt introduction to our future diſcourſe; 
for that, ſays he, will give me opportunity 
of adding whatſover may be neceſſary by 
way of reply. I did fo, when his Lordſhip, 
in a ſeeming ſurprize, anſwered, that lie 
knew of none there was; and turning. then 
the queſtion upon me; Pray, ſays he, did 
my brother ever make one? My mother, 
and I, both told him, that we had ſeen, 
and read it. You muſt have been deceived, 
"aid he; though it is not an uncommon 

thing in theſe caſes, for a man who has onee 
acted as my brother did, to ſtop the mouths 
of his hungry claimants, with the view will 
: 2 | W 
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writings, in ſearch of a will, and that none 
| ; ;  - A 
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will in their favour ; but. when he comes 


to die, he has other thoughts: The injur 
ry he is doing his family, ſtares him in the 


ſace, and (his reflection returning) thoſe 
trifles are commonly made away with, for 


eace ſake to his own conſcience, and that 
8 fortune may run in the natural channel. 
Natural channel, my Lord! ſays I; can 
it run more naturally than in his own ſon? 

Young, gentleman, ſays my Lord, you 
may give yourſelf What airs you pleaſe ; 
but I am as much his ſon, as you are; 
and Weſtminſter-hall, by a little practice 
there, will explain that to you, which it 
would be impertinent in me to enter upon 


here. As to the queſtion you come upon, 


tell you I know of no will of my brothers. 
I am his heir, and by virtue of that, I poſſeſs 
his eſtate, and ſhall and will enjoy it. 

This peremptory reply of his Lordſhip's, 
tripp*d up my heels at once; for I had not 
a ſyllable to offer; but my lawyer (who ex- 
pected I ſhould think his fee needleſs, un- 
leſs he could do more than myſelf) replied, 
My Lord, we very well know what. we 
came upon; a will there was, and a will 
there ſtil] is, unleſs deſtroyed by ill deſign- 
ing practices. We inſiſt upon examining 
and peruſing his late Lordſhip's papers, and 
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of his pH; epofttories de ſecreted 
"3 pee his Lotdſhif dirs roms 
cx itn om rn of heat but the 
| „Gentlemen, bu are neither 
i r exevutors of tis Lordſhip's 
will, to 17 knowledge, bur merely indif- 
ferent perſons; and as ſuch, ' all mankind 
have equal right to the required infpeCtion 
with -yourſelves: 1 defire you wilt: fir 
produce ſome authority for —— 
or 1 muſt for ever give you the ſame an- 
ſwer as I now ſhall ; that you ſhall ſee no- 
thing from me, relating to my deceaſed 
brother. I hope this plain and ſerious an- 
ſwer, will be re of me 
from any further trouble upon that head. 
As for you, madam, fays he, to my mo- 
ther; I underſtand: you 5 ror annuity out 
of my brother's eſtate, of eight hundred 
pounds a year for your lte; re ſhalt be 
punctually paid you, whilſt you reſt your- 
28 — 5 it; — 1 that gentleman, 
{ ing tothe lawye Id trouble your 
bead wich any advice, thatſhall hinoetorth 
create me the leaſt moleſtation, in the quiet 
efyoy ment of my birthright; I ſhall from 
at moment link your annuity. to the ac- 
count, and ſtop payment, till lam reimburſ- 
den Hy charge and expence you ſhall put 
me 


Cnanries OSG Ef; ny 
me to. Fhis,: ſays he, I have given you 
to conſider of, being obliged at preſent to 

take my leave of 4 art 0 U N i 

His Lordſhip's back was no ſpener turt- 

ed than wie ſet out for London again ; but 

our hopes had been ſo daſhed by the de- 
claration he had made to us, that we had 
almoſt abandoned ourſelves todefpair. Alas} 
my ſon, ſays my mother, what affliction 
will my heart ſuffer, when I ſhall not be 
able to employ any part of my income to- 


— 


wards righting you, without abſolutely un- 
doing of us both! for if your uncle ſhould + 
ſtop my annuity, we are ſtarved. Ma; 
dam, ſaid I, it will be impoſſible for me, 
to ſubmit to the conditions my uncle would 
impoſe upon me, without quitting, all my 
future hopes in life, and the glorious ex- 
pectations I have ever been ſupported un- 
der; and it fortune turns but in my favour, 
you may be aſſured of not wanting your 
annuity, or ten times. its value from me. 
All the difficulty will be, how to carry on 
the law-ſuit againſt my uncle, in caſe. be 
ſhould ſtop payment. hang 
Our lawyer, I believe, was an honeſt man 
at bottom; for he gave us but ſmall hopes 
of ſucceſs, and even e 
maay ifs, and ſuppoſals, which muſt fir 
de taken neee 


Nee 


„Dr 


—— enjoyment, his clown me 
mall. incame. out SO 


I 56h he would gladly. have prvig to 
have prevented his introduction on the 
ran age of the Jay; = | 
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His new lawyer. Author pre mother 
drawn into ſeveral ſuits. Are re- 
duced. His mother dies. Reflections 
on his condition. Reſolves to ſhoot him- 
elf. A lady is in love with him. But 
cant marry, and v Her name 
and face to be e 


HILST I had this affair under 

debate in my own mind, (as in- 
deed it almoſt ingroſſed my ſleeping as well 
as wakeful' hours) I-accidentally fell in com- 
Pany with (to my thinking) as ſenſible, a 
complete / gentleman, as I had ever met 
n and (as one's own affairs being * 
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at heart; are not always'the laſt mentioned) 
I had hinted at diſtant particulars, relating 
to mine, by way of information. I. found 
ſo much ſatis faction from ſore of my enqui- 
ries;” by the anſwers he gave me, witk a 
feeming certainty, as facts, taken for grant- 
ed by him; that it gave me encourage- 
ment, to proceed with my whole ſtory; 
deſiring him to give his opinion, (for by 
this time I Had diſcovered that the law was 
his profeſſion) upon my caſe, He defired 
to know, whether T had not already made 
application to ſomei of his brethren, and 
what i advances had been made in my 
buſint% ? I anſwered him, none, but our 
bare requeſt for the will; at the ſame time 
ſtating © my uncle's reply to us. I per- 
teatly* apprehend you, ſays: he, ſmil- 
ing; and how have you; been adviſed 
to act? I replied, that the lawyer I had 
employed, had no opinion of my caſe, 
which had hitherto determined me to ac- 
quieſcence, :1355 tp 
The man that can adviſe you Sir, ſaid 


ke, to cut your own throat, may likewiſe 
perſuade you to forfeit your title to this 


fine eſtate; but ſurely he muſt either be in 
the intereſt of your adverſary, or want 


judgment in his profeſſion. I know not 
who it is, added he; nor do I deſire it; 


there- 


16 MEMOIRS N 
therefore what I ſay, can be no * 
reflection on him; but Sir, continued he, 
the truth of this altar wu pt out; 
intangling qu eſtions mu nted- in 
way, til) by alterin 8˙ amending; by, EXCH 5 
ing, and what not, we have 8 
Lordſhi over head and 112 into lach 7 


, as there ſhall be no poſſible 
means of his eſcaping, without a produc- 


tion of the truth, or involving himſelf in 
fach contradiftion, as ſhall "oo er 
cars in the engagement. 228 
Some men, added he, are bett With 
—_ eyes ſhut, neither do they ener after 
them, ſo long as they live; . 2 
te ſtaunch ſollicitor, 1 che 7 
En never guides hi $ eye tot 
e aims his blow at, left his 1 
catching the glance, ſhould cl; 
there; nor can. you gueſs at his men 
till he has whipped within your guard, 205 
4rretrievably. piokeq you. . Thele, Sir, ate 
The methods of a'connoiffeur at basel 
ar what few, very few wh to, 
is man of law; without coovincing 
my judgment, had fo bewildered my rea- 
ſon, by che fluency of his ſpeech, and m 
1 that conceiving my buſmcſs 25 
245 as done, I liſted among bis clients, 
a gfe him ce unger my hag 
55 Pro- 
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pooh, by. ſuch meas as. 15 = 


is Ruck- 1 * 10 dun a 
” returned 5 reden 
e fortune; id Dr 


by oy 
ductigg edge of this won 

der- wörking Lg F aflured her he Had 
ſer matters in quite another e FA 1755 


than Mr. B. had do 

he faid was true, . wou 

las di en in recovering the EX - 
ort tim 


My. mather, who. was already 

ſeſſed with an opinion of h 1 Gale 
and judgment. was, not ſo 
induced to Og nfo 9. =; ay 55 _ 
of thinki pe begged me to be: bet- 
ter ad vi belp 8 proc any, Pepe | 
This { ent ge to my new lawyer (Mr. N 
Ready man ſhall henceforth call him) 
to who Rn ſuch difficulties, 


as open er Sion, my mother 18 

ſartgd' te 17 from Mr. 185 S. infor- 
mation 151 had no 70 ſo done, than 
Mr. Rea yman cl them one by one, 


in ſo juſt a manner, to my , apprehenſion, 
(though couched indeed in ſuch. a multi- 
plicity of law terms, as were above my 
N and e with 2 v 


bs a_ motion, that my memg 
ain them) that by LE be "Rad 


thrown. 
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thrown in my eyes, I never once doubted, 
but they were arguments deduced from the 
very marrow, and quinteſſence of the law 
itſelf ; ſo that-I now gave myſelf no further 
trouble about it, but left all to his manage- 
mens. 2.07 2 5 
' The very next term, being that of Mi- 
chaelmas as they call it, and ſoon after 
quarter-day, my mother, (who did not 
chuſe to ſend for her annuity, till a month or 
ſix weeks aſter the half- year was due) upon 
application for it, was refuſed payment; and 
at the fame time, threatned with a ſuit in 
chancery, to ſet her grant of it from my 
father aſide, upon fome pretence of irre- 
gularity in the deed itſelf, as alſo of a fraud 
in the manner of obtaining it. „ 
This ſevere ſtroke falling upon my mo- 
Ther, had (through her intreaties) well nigh 
determined me to drop my ſuit, and fit 
down with my Ni br informing Mr. 
Readyman of my intention, and of the 
difficulty my mother would ſuſtain by my 
EA he deſired, that he might 
have the liberty of advancing his opinion 
to her, upon the caſe; to which my mo- 
ther confenting, an interview was agreed 
upon between them, and a day fixed for 
their meeting. | ; 5 
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In the nean time, proceſs was ſerved 


of the annuity ; and thus loaded with all 
thefe ihcu Bred, did weſpend ourtimes, 
in termly expectation of redreſs, for up- 
„„ „ ee eee 
„During this time, my mother and I 
living together, took a Tow tented houſe, 


diſrnilled our cquipage, and fobliſted upon 


. 


che rhopehly ſales ef our edel, horfes 
plate, and Neeb till we had reduced chem 


into a very narrow compaſs; but as each 


ſucceeding term was to be the laſt, we ſtill 
held out, 1 that Our ſuits dein 
ende we ſhould have a ſufficiency, to re- 
7 damages; and indeed, had not 

Ae. Readyman ſucked, fo hard, we might 
have held out a year or two longer, in the 


frugal way we were in; but he having 


gained us down to our very houthold'fur- 


in expectation that our ſuits being 


niture,. 
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Au we not being able to ſuſtain — 
expence any longer, 5 y told him bur 
circumſtances, and that if he would: carry 
gur affairs on, he ſhould be amply gratified 
pon our recovery; but that as tor any 
bar ſupply in the mean time, it was ny 
of our power to afford it. '} 
1 erg ood friend Mr. Readim in upon 
this frank declaration, demanded payment 
of what was then due to him, and told us, 
we might employ whom we pleaſed in our 
| buſineſs, for he would not ſtir à ſtep fur- 
ther; and accordingly, in two days time, 
ſent 70 in a . rope f one Adele hl 
po 8. 2 04 3433 3 f Be 
9 — — fans had now been Gayiatidahand, 
and (according to the beſt; information 1 
could get from ſuch as. had procured to 
peruſe bis bills) by the method we wete in, 
it might be ſixteen,” e' re vt came to a con- 
cluſion. Wie had at times advanced to him 
about, one thouſand, two hundred pounds, 
which we were aſſured, © was about four 
more than was really due; but our reflec- 
tions on the length of time which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily run, before we could poſſibly/ de 
1 20 whether we ever ſhould be worth 
dat Or not; and the diffiquities we muſt 
e mean time undergo, bad ſo impreſſ- 
1 on m mother's law” 
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about fix weeks fulferings, wei ghed her 
down! to the grave: a (ES 14017 ; 21-3, 210900 

J had, it is true, chens to bery Hey: 
ans ſuch a remainder of goods left, when 
collected together, as by public outet 
brought me in ſeventy pounds; whit 
you' IH ſay was an extra fall, fro 
my expected thouſands a” year. What 
ſhould I do! What ſtep could I take! 
friendleſs, relationleſsb 1 was abſolute 
undone, juſt at the very tim in Hfe, When 
1 was of r enjoy the unlimited freedom 
„of it, at the age of twenty-one; and = 
e, n 7 Sd dien Redyrats H: 

in m 

F bad now arreſted 4 for his whole dei 
1, and could I not have Pleaded nonage 
1 I which: eſcaped a goal,” I might roy 
to haue lain there till 2 time. 00 5 27 
n, My only reſource now was to y uncle, 
n- Wl vith the humbleſt ſubmiſſion; to beg his 
m pardon, and affiſtance." I'pleaſed myſelFforje 
is, time with chaty/bur-apon trial it failed me 
ur for he was ſo fur from yielding me the lxaſt 
2c- comfort, that he would not ſo much as'fuft 


fer me to ach him; my letters were 

de alſo: returned unopened; and my recluſe 
lite, which I had led from the death of? 

u I ſtripped me of even the kü. 

efl- ge vf m e — 1 * 1 

hat ud! turn 7 [5 65444 nder 
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Under the preſſure of theſe circumſtan-. 
cebs, I took a ſolitary walk in the park one 
morning, as I did almoſt every day; but 
in ſo muſing a poſture, and moſtly wrap- 
ed up in thought, that I but little took no- 
tice of who paſſed me; my deſire at thoſe 
times, being not to be known. I ſat me 
down at the end of one of the benches, 
and with my arm upon the elbow, and my 
head reclined on my hand, with heavy 
aſpect, was ruminating of my paſt, and 
what would be my future fortune. I had 
even thoughts, before my money was all 
gone, (for 1 had upwards of forty, pounds 
left) of buying me a horſe, and venturing 
upon the highway: Again, I laid before 
myſelf, the danger, the hazard, the diſ- 
grace, and the iniquity. of it: But, if I 
could but raiſe ſufficient to purchaſe me a 
commiſſion in the army, ſaid I, I would 
again relinquiſh the road; for I utterly 
abhorred the very thoughts of it. 
I placed together all the commodities, 
and diſadvantages of the ſea; but could 
think of nothing to be attempted there, 
above a common ſailor; and my ſpirit, as 
yet, would not ſtoop to that; for I fl ſup- 
ported a genteel appearance: So that being 
able to conceive no way of bettering my 
fortune, or even of keeping life — ſoul 
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together, for any long duration; but what 
appeared to me, either too mean, or too 
abominable; my ſpirits ſunk ſo all at once; 
into a field of unſettled, and unconnected 
apprehenſions, that I was near dropping 
from my ſeat ; when at the inſtant, a ſer- 
vant paſſing very quickly by me, with a 
brace of horſe -piſtols' in his hand; Ha! 
thinks I, there, there muſt” at laſt center my 
utmoſt preferment ; when I am reduced to 
the laſt guinea, there comes my relief. 

I was juſt entering upon a ſoliloquous 
argument, as I uſually did, in order to diſ- 
is Wl play both ſides of the queſtion ; when an 
ig Wl elderly lady ſeeming to be tired with walk- 
re ¶ ing, and ſomewhat out of breath, ſat down, 
at a little diſtance from me, upon my bench. 

I WH She uſed ſeveral little ſketches of words to 
a Wl herſelf, in hopes (as I afterwards had rea- 
d fon to ſuſpect) of extracting ſome ſpeech 
ly Wl from me, by way of introduction to future 

diſcourſe ; till perceiving me immoveably 
es, fed, in deep contemplation ; (as indeec 
11d was, upon the mental controverſy of the 
re, piſtol) Sir, ſays ſhe, don't you think the 
as weather mighty warm for the time of year? 
ip- Wl She having now rouſed me from my diſ- 
ng mal reverie, 1 fetched a deep ſigh at part- 

ing with it, and replied, that I thought it 
was; but we muſt expect it warmer, - 


E r 
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before we had any proſpect of much more 
cold. (It being then the middle of April.) 
1 Qawm afraid, Sir, ſays ſhe, that I have 
broke in upon your meditations. You ſigh, 
as if Thad diverted your thoughts from your 
miſtreſs; but you'll excuſe me, old women 
are often impertinent. No, Madam, faid J. 
a miſtreſs was the leaſt thing then in m 

mind; I was revolving affairs of more laff- 
ing conſequence ; I was really meditating 
upon my latter end. Indeed? ſaystheold lady; 
It is a very rare thing, to meet with fo love- 
y a youth as you ſeem to be, engaged in 
thoſe cogitations; it is time enough for 
that, when you come to my age; you 
ſhould now only have the beau- monde 
in your view, and make the ladies happy 
in your converſation. Madam, ſays I, 


you ſeem to be miſtaken in my age; I. 


have already been charmed with the amuſe- 
ments you ſpeak of, and am paſt them, 
| (fetching another figh) nor am I anxious to 
protract the term of life, to any longer date: 
t ſnall ſoon be very reſigned to part with 
it. Come, come, ſays ſhe, I can find out 
your malady. Will you anſwer me one 
queſtion? The old gentlewoman ſeeming 
humoured, and hearty, gave me 

ſuch preſent eaſe, that I aſſured her, 1 
would anſwer her quere ingenuouſly. Have 
you 
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ou not been croſſed in love ? * s he; 
7 promiſed her, that T had mo. ons a7 
. as to any thing of woman 
5 am ſure you have, ſome other way, 5 
Tl replied the. I told 8 I could not 
3 but therein ſhe migh poſtibly beit 
r for that I had been HE in'the 7 
© a noble eſtate, which an uncle of m 

4 preſent detained from me. Well, ſays 
5 and will not another do as well as” te 
if had it, I replied, it would. And why 
may not ſuch a thing happen, fays 1 the,” to 
you, as well as to another? 
= Madam, ſays 1, let us call cother fb 
d ject; this is too hea Tl for me to manag 
de hope, ſays ſhe, and don't doubt by Yo oy your 
appearance like a gentleman) that 

i forme pretty fortune to live upon, 7 Hook 
0 1H you may have been deprived of your 5 5 
- expectations. Why ſo inquiſitive, Madam? 
ſays I; but yet, youarea good ſerious lady, 
and asit is ſome relief, bur to unboſom ones 
ſelf, to one who can have no intereſt; in 4 
vating one's concern: I muſt tell uh: bi 
dam, that I am ſo far from bein i. 
of the pretty fortune you mention, wal 
have not fifty pounds in the whole world; 
and what makes my misfortune to execed 
is, that my education hath been, accordin 

fo my ſuppoſed intereſt in thirty thoufa 
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unds a year, and not e . 
9 5 necefſttous circumſtances ; 1 nad 
been hred to cleaning ſhoes, or Typing 
&-1; 


chimnies, I hed, been content, w | 
could: have. 1505 d ſuitable to my cling ; 


orig Ss = my. natural capacity .embel- 


ed with every artificial ornament, pre- 
e to a more exalted ſtation; and at 
without any culpableneſs in 9 05 

to r. from my proper rank, and 
be. ſet. as far beneath thoſe of my preſent 
fortune, as their ability for 000 in their 
own ſphere, exceeds mine; that 1 fay, ma- 


dam, gauls me to the quick, and. renders. 


ſhy life inſupportable. 


Sir, ſays. the old lady, 1 heartily. pity. 


you. I thank you, madam ſays I, 
poſſibly that may be all my deplorable 115 
cumſtances may ever recommend me to; 


but he it ſo, the man that is wretched, need 


not want one remedy, when matters come 
to a criſis, So fine a gentleman as your- 
ſelf, Sir, ſays ſhe, can't be without a heart 
to beſtow z; and how many ladies would 
eſteem it their chief happineſs, could they 
aſſure themſelves they were miſtreſſes of it, 


Alas, Madam! ſays I, how you talk! 


could yourſelf now in the whole circle of 


fair within your knowledge, point out, 


one, that without 2 e would 
12 place 
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place themſelves, and their ſu . 
the hands of a man, of even far ſuperior 
qualifications to What IL enn pretend to? 
could; replied ſhe, and can; but chat lib 
is under the ſtrongeſt tye imaginable not 
to marry 3 and that I may no longer ſpeak 
behind the curtain, one, who at this in- 


f. 

F ttant pants for you. Come, Sir, ſays ſhe, 
„have made fuck advances to you, chat 

1 voting but the exigence of the caſe could 
have compelled me to. Lou may imagine; 

Ir ir, it is no grateful taſk, for a lady to take 

* che courſe or ave: done with you; but this 


rs is not the firſt time by many, that 

fiend and I have ſeen you, and obſerved 

5. vou | melancholy too; till your ſeeming 
1d diſquiet grew too ſevere to be toterningk 
ir- by her, without an offer of relief. ls : 
d 3 Madam, ſaid I, you have. ſo confannded 

ed Wl me with the notion of this lady's compaſ- 

ne Wl lion for ſo unworthy an object, that I am 

ar- at a loſs to explain the tender ſentiments; 

art WF with which my heart already abounds. to- 

d Wl wards her.” Is it poſſible! — it be true}; 

ey or do I dream only! Can there yet, upon 

it, ¶ earth, be that kind creature that will look 
on me! O that I had ten thouſand lives ? 
to offer her! or as many ages to do her | 
ſervice in! all, all would be too ſmall- a 


recompence for -one kind. lance, upon 
257 C 2 9 — 
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me a creature as Lam; ot, Madam, 
id I, pardon the overflowings of my paſ- 
ſion, and let me entreat you to aſſure me, 
whether this lady you mention is a reality, 
2 ſome amiable character which you 
_— + open as. the maſterpiece of woman- 


The old lady than began, Since, Sir, v we 
are fairly engaged in this argument, it will 
not become me to diſguiſe the ſubject we 
ate upon, through a reſervedneſs, either 
in my ſpeech or behaviour, to you. We 
are all, both men and women the ſame crea- 
'Toves, not only for ſubſtance, but for incli- 

nations and paſſions, We, equally haye 
love and hatred implanted in our natures, 
and from unaffected choice, would act upan 
be = "very + ſame principles and motives; 
h cuftom hath varied it in the diffe- 
| „by allotting it as your province 
walk, and-ours to — * and decency re- 
in general, that it ſnould be ſo: but 
is there any rule without its excep- 
. tiow? May not things be ſo circumſtanced, 
© ay even to invert the order of nature? much 
more my matters of mode and ceremo- 
ny No the circumſtances of this 
Ber are of the latter ſort ; for I would not 
Have yeu undervalue her eſteem, for the of- 
"i = —— . 
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Heaven forbid'! ſaid J. No, Madam, 
it comes loaded to my ears with infinite 
bleſſings, chat I could never have e 
from an affection gained by my own Pen 5 
a 
Well then; ſays ſhe, this lady: (her fa- 
ther having met with misfortunes) was 
bred up with a batchelor uncle; one, who 
deteſted our Whole ſex but herſelf 3 he was 
exceſſive rich, and might have married ber 
into very great families, every one expect- 
ing that he would have given her a vaſt 
fortune; but his averſion to the marriage 
ſtate himſelf, was ſuch, that he would by 
no means receive propoſals for that of his 
niece ; and ſhe was ſenſible that her future 
intereſt fo much depended upon him; that 


ſhe would admit of no addreſſes . 
his conſent. 


In this manner they lived together, ell | 
her twentieth year, when her uncle died. 


You need not doubt; but that ſhe then-ex- 
pected, not only an immenſe fortune, but 
her liberty to diſpoſe of it, and her perſon, 
as ſhe pleaſed; but ſee the rſeneſs of 
ſome diſpoſitions that ald fellow's effects, 
which had rendered no one but himſelf h 


irs with a-clauſe of horrour to his fyc- 
for though E her every pennys 


3 
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de the amount of one hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds; yet in caſe ſhe married 
before ſhe arrived at the age of forty five 
| } 3 was all to go to truſtees, for the 
| duilding and ſupport of an hoſpital. This, 
Sir, you will ſay, was a mortifying tenure 
for a young creature to hold her wealth 
by; for I can aſſure you this is no ficti- 
tious character, a5 you Was pleaſed to 
imagine; but really as beautiful a young 

- lady, as ever the ſun ſnone on. 
Madam, fays I, may be honoured with 
the name of the lady? -I ſhall be plain with 
Foy, Sir, replied ſne; you may not. Neither 
axe her circumſtances generally known to 
be ſuch as I have repreſented to you; for 
ſhe is unwilling, that the world ſhould be 
apprized of the unlucky ſituation ſhe is 
in, leſt it ſhould cauſe reflections upon her; 
ſo that her name will never be known to 
you, or even her face ſeen by you, unleſs 
upon a; better /acquaintance, ſuch mutual 
KFonfidence may ariſe,” as ſhall make it ne- 
cCeſſary. I thought it but my part to ſigni- 
f thus much to you, that you may not 
. n yourſelf injured, by a de- 
- Mah, + Aly 2 97178 39 31 5 DO dent. 
T highly approved of the former part of 
the old . lady's diſcourſe; but I knew. not 
what to think of the latter; being ſorely 


afraid 
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afraid that I was Og tut Hae | 
ſcurvy ſecret, which, might prove detti- 
od to me; but what, thinks I, have T 
to loſe? it cannot be in expectation of 
gain from me, who have already made ſo 
open a confeſſion of my poverty. Perhaps 
this means is: contrived, and this ſtory 
framed, to procure an heir to ſome rich 
family; be-it.ſo;,;the child will be well pro 
vided for; myſelf came into being the ſame 
way; but has not this old lady a colt's 
tooth in her 'own head? Suppoſe ſhe has, 
ſhe is no ways diſagreeable, and imagining 
her to be young, it will be the ſame thing. 
Plk»venture':for once , 1 ſhall ſoon ſee 
Whether any benefit will ariſe from it; fif 
not] I tan drop them; they can't compel 
me to attend their call; and it may prove 
(if all is true) my future eſtabliſnment. 
1 made now no more words of it; but 
returning the old lady infinite thanks fer 
the comfort ſhe: had adminiſtred to me, 
I begged that ſhe would inform me when, 

and where, I might hope for the opportuni- 
ty of being completely bleſſed. She told 
me, chat at the ſame hour in the next day, 
\ ſhe would fee me again, at the ſame place, 
of and give me further ſatisfaction to my de. 

ot mand; and thereupon we parte. 
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3 12 9⁰ . that night. E put into a 

* 3 chair, Set down in an unknown 
_ houſe. Sups with a lady behind; the 
. Inftrafted * bow to behave. 
Has a bedfellmo. Receives great pre- 
fonts. Ts 5 diſmiſſed the third roaming 


Tx * of this day brought 
more reflections to my mind, than 
Was, poſſible for me to digeſt into regu- 
42 wp order; nor (after the whole ni ght ſpent 
in the fame exerciſe) could I —— any to- 
lerable concluſions of what would moſt 
kikely- be the iſſue of my conference with 
the old lady but upon the whole, I was re - 
ſolred to wait her appointment. 75 
I dreſſed myſelf in 8 more clegant taſte 
than, the y, (for I was then 
but the preceding and — * the appointed 
hour; had taken my ſeat, waiting for her, 
with the utmoſt impatience. My eye was 
ever-turning; either up, or down the walk; 
when at length, the moment of her arrival 
approached. heart then beat, * 
* wo 


- 
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would have forced a paſſage through my 
ſide; and my notions. flew. ſo. thick. to 
brain, that they almoſt interrupted the diſ- 


and beginning with her want of breath, the 
es ic of the walk, and ſeveral incon- 
veniencies ſhe ſuffered; I begged her to 

ubliſh to me the newe, the had brought; 
for I told her, that 1 Nd been upon ſuch 
£ a rack ever ſince ſhe had left me, that my 
— ſufferings were intolerable, till I was fur- 


play of my ſenſes ; till being ſeated by me, 


ther aſcertained .whar-I had to hope, or 


fear, from the Wear, though unknown, 
object, that had now ingroed my whole 
Ae Ds ew. 27 

Young gentleman, ſay ſhe, you ſeem 
to expreſs yourſelf in the raptures of a 
lover to day; whereas I feared yeſterday, 
that your heart was rather ſtony. O Ma- 
dam, replied I, is it poſſible that a-lady of 
any merit, can caſt a condeſcending eye on 
me, and I not be in. raptures? No, Ma- 
dam, delay my ſentence no longer, let me 
from your report) know Whether I am to 
live, or die for her? Come, come, ſays 


4 - 


E 


no inconſiderable delays, in an amour of 


re eee Fw ws (Þ © 


N 


conſequenoe; but why are you-ſo-ready 
wy 5 4 


ſhe, we can't promiſe ourſelves ſucceſs ix 
every thing, both ſexes are frail, and-fickles 
and we-muſt ſometimes wait with patience 
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ard £ gtoo, as Well as living? Madam, 
Gia . you are not now a ſtranger to my 
affairs; and ꝓeſterday, at the inſtant of 
oontri ving my death, you braugbt me 
bopes of:;bfe ;; NOW! if this day you leave 
me hut Where you found me, as the tranſi- 
tion was then ſo facile from death, to life; 
this lady's reſolves, ſhall again with equal 
Jpeed: determine me, from life to death. 
Live then, Sir, ſays ſne, and may you 
make my friend as happy, as ſhe can you. 
Clear up, Sir, deſpond no more, behave but 
well to her, ſhe has power to ſet you above 
the: frowns of fortune, and will do it; but 
be prudent, be kind, be cautious; for your 
well-bging will greatly depend upon your 
own temper, and incuriouſneſs. Meet me 
here at nine o' clock to night, when l' 


conduct you to your wiſ nes. 
I then riſing from my ſeat, graſped her 

„and had certainly proceeded to ſome 
extra vagancy, had ſhe nat very tartly aſked 
me, Whetlier I recollected where I was? 
which brought me to myſelf again. I then 
calmly; told her, that as her face would. 
ever appear to me as that of an angel, I 
hoped that her firſt introduction of me, to 
my felicity, would not be the loſs of her 
acquaintance; for that could gever ſuſ- 


emly;difcharge the obligation I vis fur 
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der to her, and could fuſtaim-nocgreater 
diſappointment; than a total privation of 
her company and converſation. She ve- 
pliedo that as it would be always in my 
power to gratify myſelf,” it would henoe- 
forth be my own fault, if I miſſed giving 
her occaſion of teſtifying her conſtant zeal 
for my ſervice; and that the next time we 
met, ſhe would let me know where ſne 
lived, and ſnould ever be glad to fee: me. 
No ſooner was ſhe gone, than I would 
have given the world, to have had it nine 
o' thꝰ clock. I knew not what to do witix 
myſelf. -I could- ſettle to nothing. 1 
aroſe. I walked. I ſat upon every bench 
in the park I could reſt in no ond fitua- 
tion ʒ hüt my mind fluctuating here and 
there; my body attended it. I counted 
1 clock every hour of its ſtrik- 
ing. I was tired. — I was faint, havi 
nenher eaten, nor drank all day; — 5 
could 1 find 7 —— me it — Is ſhortz 
I was only a lump of inconſiſtency; nor 
did 1 — quit the park, till the dear hour 
of nine arrived, which brought with it my 
* delightful to my eye, than 
_ herſelf _—_ beers! 51 1 pod 
She 'begari' without further preface; 
come, Mr. Oſbotn, come with me. 1 
ſtarted 3 Maduq, ſzid 1, that name from 
13.5. | | 6 | you 
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you ſyspeizes me. O dear, ſays ſhe, could 
Jou, imagine I did not know you? re- 
it: was more than was ſenſiblè of; 
t I was ſtill under further obligation to 
her. Les, ſays ſhe, I have known you 
many years, and ſo has the lady you are 
nom going to; but as you would proſper 
With her, obſerve the inſtructions, gr. 
egen ou. 
By this time, we were come into Spring- 
garden, where a chair waited; and upon 
fight of che old lady, they opened it; the 
deſired me to walk in, for ſne had another 
vaiting in the ſtreet, and would follow me. 
1 would have complimented; her with that, 
but ſhgſceminguneaſyar it, I entered, and 
committed myſelf to her-guidance-- © 
I was no ſooner: ſeated, than the chairs 
man moved with me. Now chinksl, will 
L obſerve every turning, that L may -know! 
the houſe again that I am carried to, and 
hy that means, ſhall ſoon diſcover the ladyy 
be ſhe who ſhe will. I drew back frſt one 
curtain (for they were all cloſe draun when 
E got; in) then another; but one continued 
wooden blank was my whole proſpect. E 
did not doubt but when I had let the ſnut- 
ters. down, I ſhould fd glaſs windows 4 
but my efforts were, all entirely vain, which 
re | 2 2 ä 
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had a thouſand thoughts in my head, and 
fancies of robbery, murder, and what 
not? but I was embarked, andi it We 
too late to look back. 

Lam certain, I could not Fe: bes chan an 

bour in the chair; ſometimes, to my think - 
ing, turning round and round, and then 
going forward again; till at laſt, riſing up 
ſome ſteps, I woo — fellows feet, as it 
were treading on a mat; after that on paved 
ſtones, then a few-paces on boards, w 
ſetting down, they —＋ the door, an 
turned m into a large handſome parlour; 
and before I cquld move 1 pen chem, 
they were gone. 
The room was light up — * was 1575 
in ſconces all round it, and every part of 
the furniture, the moſt excellent in its kind; 
but IJ had not long time to ſurvey it, be- 
fore my ald lady entered, and after her, a 
ſervant with a ſalver of wine, red and 
white. She drank to me, and I pledged 
her; (but before the ſervant) durſt not ven- 
ture on a health, that I ſcarce knew how. to 
omit. ; and upon the ſervant's retiring, I 
told hen ſo j which prudent caution, ſhe 
very much. comme in me, ſayings L 
ſhould be no ſufferer for it. | 

We then fell into chat upon news, and 
aber indifferent affairs, nn 
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of an hour; when a little belbringingꝭ ſhe de- 
Bred me to walk up to ſopper, ſſie her ſelf 
_ taking two wax candlts/from thie table,” ant 
Boing r me, n 2% Non Ne 
one the head of the ſtairs, ſhe deſtred me 
to walk into the dining room. I did“ ſo, 
but was very much ſtruck with the oddity 
of its appearance; for near to the door I 
entered at, it was very well illuminated; 
but turning to my right hand, which ran 
the length · ways of the room, there Was no 
candle at all, even upon the table; which 
vas moſt clegantly- ſpread, with abundance 
of dainties. Upon à nearer view, I per- 
ceived; both the room and table were di- 
vided in half, by a large, fine, white, and 
thin ſilk curtain, which hung from tlie 
eieling to the ground. 
The old lady having left ber candles at 
the further end of the room, came up to 
me, and perceiving mè ſomewhiat nict᷑, in 
obſervixion of the curtain, und table; 
the whiſpered me, that as ſhe had before 
given me a hint, that the lady of that houſe 
was not to be known ; ſo, when 1 ſhould 
ſee her move behind the curtain, I was to 
behave to her equally, as if ſhe was Preſent 
with me, face to face. l 
L promiſed: her to purſue directions; 
n _ a ITT adorned, 
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and I having faſted ali day, my mind Was 
at preſent more intent ofi that, than the 
coming ãn of my miſtreſs this beim a to 
paſt, moſt proper to ſuccead that; but 
had ſcarce leiſure to think ſbo, before 
the perfect ſhape of a very large lady be- 
came viſible upon the curtain, which as ſſie 
approached nearer to the table, diminiſfi- 
ed, to an exact regularity of heighth, and 
dimenſion. I no ſooner obſerved it to be 
her, than I made æ handſome bow, which 
ſhe returned with a curtiſy. Sir, ſaid ſhe; 
I fear I have made you wait, but pray be 
ſeated. I replied, that he who could at 
any time be: bleſſed per 1074 =» 
every reaſon to attend her pleaſure; then 
ſeating herſelf, I Was going to- fit: over 
— her; but the old lady directed 
me more to the right hand, and I was pre- 
ſently ſenſible of the juſtneſs of the poſi- 
tion that ſhe; had aſſigned me; for now l 
was confirmed, that as I ſaw every the 
leaſt action, and motion, of hers upon the 

rtition, ſo ſhe could obſerve mine; which 
ad we ſat oppoſite to each other, would 
in great meaſure have been prevented, by 
the intermixture of our ſhades; upon the 
curtain. | tr 3056 30 GW 
I fed! very heartily, ' and our diſcoui ſe 
flowed in the-moſt pleaſing paſſages. We 
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e other's healths, and I ſoon be- 
came delighted with my entertainment; 
for fave that we could not behold each fo. 

other's .complexions, and the colours ,of ll. 
our cloaths, every other geſture, action, 2 
and proportion, were as truly e pe 
4 if no curtain had interpoſed. —_ 

Wie bad no ſervant attending us; but th 
every. thing that could be wanted ſtanding 
within reach, made it the leſs neceſſary; 


and I obſerved, that the old lady, who 
| fat unveiled by my fide, paid great e dee 
rence to her, behind the curtain. 

I had no ſooner allayed the edge of my 
appetite, than | began my remark q of eve- 
ry. minute thing that paſſed between us; 
and firſt, that I had never in my whole 
life received ſuch ſatisfaction from "the hu- 
man voice, as I then did from my incog- 
nita*s; (for that name 1 ſhall henceforth 
call her by) ſo. that I forced. the converſa- 

Boll, 970% for the pleaſure of deli bti ng 
94 ears with jt. She had the dealt don 

of wit and Food humour, that ever 1 
heard; the former of which, though 1 
wanted not myſelf, and the latter no wan 
had ever greater occaſion to exert; yet I 
found my deficiency yery. apparent y in 
both, when put into competitian with 21 
= that ſave the ſuperiority of good ſenſe, 
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which I was oblig ed to yield to her, I ne- 
858 ſpent an evening. Wit] £qual delight be- 


i 
The deſert, Lonfiſtiag of the moſt a agrec- 
able guſts, ſtill ſtanding before us; as 
perceived that ſhe, win in the chaſms 
of our diſcourſe, picked out one thing, and 
then another; I did ya ſame; alen 
rendered the remains of the SOON . 
leſs diſagreeable to us. Having 8 
time in this manner, till 8 clock a 
ſtruck twelve, the lady aroſe, wiſhed me 
8 goof) night, and retired. _ 

Bran. a cheerful glaſs of wine 
with my" ſupper, and after it,. I then 
caught my o y by the hand 
deareſt conductreſs, ſaid I, whete am 
next to be diſpoſed of ? Sir, ſaid ſhe, if 
you . pleaſe, I will ſhew you your cham- 
ber. Pardon me, dear lady, ſaid I, for 
preſuming toaſk whether I am \ tolye alone? 
for I have committed myſelf entirely to 
your guidance, and beg you will direct 
every ſtep of my future conduct, in W 
moſt agreeable manner. 5 

Well then, ſays ſhe, fince you are 'Y 
conformable, follow me; but obſer 
that I ſhall lead you through ope 25 
chamber, into another; tak ticulat 
15 57 the firſt, how every thing is Grams 
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an dt; 0 150 the ſecond, I ſhall leave you, 
which is the room beyond i it; there 15 4 
bed in gach, ſo: that it will Ob een 
fault, if you lye alone. 187 LO 
She then taking up the 3 rs 
ed me to my lodgings ; and on croſſing 
the firſt chamber, ſays ſhe, take notice; 
the next room is yours: My eye had ſoon 
- {collefted the ſight of every thing, and | 
remarked very carefully the poſition of the 
bed, in reſpe& to my door-wWay; for that 
1 conceived to be the moſt material point. 
Upon entering what: the good lady had 
| "called my room, there was (lying en the 
table) an handſome wrought night. cap, with 
a broad (Jace! upon it: and on che bed, 4 
very rich blue damaſk night. gown, and a 
pair of red Morocco ſlippers by the bed- 
ſide; theſe ſhe told me, were for my. uſe 
cut willed me not to dye dowm till ſhe 
tapped at another door ſhe ſhe wrd me, in 
che ſame room, but at an different quartet 
of it ; and then, ſays the, you may reſt 
which of the two beds you approve of. 
returned her a profuſion of. thanks or 
: all her favours to me; and indeed} 
the had declared:herſelf as fully to · my p 
Paſe, as ſhe fairly could im a modeſt: e 
ö hen upon tal ing her leave of: me, the 
e poet herſelf of . both _—_ — 
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My dear conductreſs, ſaid I, am I to be 
left intirely in the dark? No, no, faid 
ſhe, the door I ſhall tap at, is of glaſs, and 
your candles ſhall both be ſo placed with- 
out it, as not only to give you light to 
undreſs by, but to find the way into next 
room, which having entered, you are to 
lock it after bu. 1 93 

It could not now be long, before I ſnould 


know what I had to truſt to; for my gene- 


rous entertainment, had diſſipated all fur- 
ther doubt of danger from the adventure; 
ſo that I wholly undreffed, ſlipping on my 
night implements, and with no ſmall im- 
patience attended my ſignal. I had not 
been long prepared, before I heard it, and 


the inſtant I had laid my hand on the 


handle of the lock of the next room, 
in which T underſtood i was to meet 
bedfellow, the lights were obſcured, and 
I found myſelf in utter darkneſs. ess 
I had made my obſervations too juſtiy 
to be capable of a miſtake; for my ſide af 
the bed was ſo near to the wainſcbt on 
my left hand, as only to leave me a paſ- 


ſage to the head of it, where I took notice 


there was a chair, to depoſite my gown in; 

ü eee no ſooner locked the door, 
n caſting off my gown, I ſtepped/ in. 

hall only inform my reader, that. J 


ay not alone that night. We 


in my cloaths lay, told me, ſhe believed ! 


F 
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Wie were awakened in the morning by 
e old lady; who enquiring after our 
ealths, and how we had reſted, told us, 
ur breakfaſt waited: | While the kept on 
her talk, I obſerved a gentle ruſtling, and 
in a trice, my bedfellow caſting a wrapper 
round her, had tripped out of the room; 
then the old lady opening the door where- 


3 2 . — 


ſhould have light enough to riſe by, and 
that if I rung the bell when IJ was ready, 
ſhe would conduct me to the breakfaſt- 
„ 2 PS 
_ - Having thrown back my curtains for 
rifing, the ſight of day light from the nen 
room, (which from that day went by the 
name of mine) revived me exceedingly; 
for now thinks I, I may poſſibly from the 
window, be able to form ſome judgment 
of the place I am in; but flipping on my 
gown and flippers, and approaching the 
window, I diſcovered my miſtake ; for a 
Hollow frame of boards without fide, ex- 
tending fomewhat higher than the window, 
(though it let in ſufficient light” to the 
room for common uſes) intirely obſtructed 
, e 
Turning to the bed, in order to ſir 1 
its fide, to dreſs myſelf, I ſaw an exceeding 
fine holland fhirt, with laced ruffles x 14 


” 
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this? thinks I, is it for me?. Then reach- 


7 ing my hand. tg, it, a d feeling it wa 

Y ſoon convincing, me of its de nan, | 
) WH ade. the proper, uſe. of it; but before 
4 WJ bad entirely adjuſted it, feeling in my 
- WJ Þreeches pocket for my, ſleeve buttons, 
WH (which upon ENG my foul linen 
„ had put there,) J found a, paper in my 
1 v7, which, 1 did not recolle& to hay 
been there the day before. 1 therefore 


took out that; and upon opening it, it 
preſented, me with a bank · note of five hun- 
dred pounds. 1 
bleſſed my good fortune, which had 
or 85 | 
„guided me to the embraces of the lovely 
m1 miſtreſs of the houſe, and putting the note 
= hy again, was about to button my ſleeves; 
he 
nt 


5 


but my ſhirt Was already ſupplied with 2 "34 


pair of diamond ones, of extraordinary 

« ſize. Surely, thinks I, my lot hath falleg 
rl on a good ſoil, for this ſeems to be the 
land of plenty, indeed. Then taking my 
. ſtock to put on, the charming buckle any 
nexed to it, but the more confirmed m 

he imagination, for that was of diamonds al- 
1 ſo, of no mean value, _ _ SET 31.7 
I had made ſo many pauſes, in examin- 

ing my e : t leſt I ſhould be 


waited for at break proceeded wit Al 
diſpatch to my ſhoes ; but they had been 
"7 NE ETC exchanged 


* 
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exchanged for a pair of Spaniſh, exactly 
fitting! me, with a pair of gold buckles in 
dhe Faß of chen. 

Having compleated that part of thy 
dreſs,” I went to 'waſh my hands, in 4 
China baſon, ſtanding on the ſide of my 
glaſs, with a China bottle placed in it for the 
water; when upon taking up the bottle, 1 

found two rings, one a diamond, and the 
other a ſapphire. I was in ſome doubt about 
them, whether deſigned for me, ot not; 
but thinks I, as every thing elſe hath been 
ſo genteelly placed, as neceſſarily to draw 
me to the uſe of them, I can't ſee how 
theſe could have been more opportunely 


diſpoſed for the purpoſe ; and certainly 


C 
— 


they muſt be for my uſe alſo. | So having 
waſhed, I applied them to ſuch of my 
fingers, as they would beſt fit, which were WW: 
the two little ones. F 
By this time the old lady was come, to 
invite me to breakfaſt ; hen T obſerved, Wt 
that ſhe had got candles at my back-door ; Ml. 
and deſiring me to follow her, uſhered me i 
down that way, into a ſmall room, where- | 
in were lights, diſpoſed juſt in the man-. 
ner of the dining-room which I had been 9 
in the night before, with a curtain in the 6 
middle. hgh ln fe 11 . 


5 Being 


CUARTO NE 4 
Being in ſomewhat better heart than on 


he preceding evening, I took upon me to 
njoy ments ſhe had introduced me to; and 

old her, how free I had made with the 
zwels,, and linen I had ound in my cham- 5 
r, not forgetting my gratitude for the 
xtraordinary benefaction, with which my 
ocket had ſurprized me, and begged her 
genuouſly to inform me, if my conduct 
ad proved ſatisfactory in all things; and 
hat ſhe would continue to be my in- 
ructor, in whatever was to ſucceed. 


> blame, in being inquiſitive after theſe 
ings z and in all that you have hitherto 
anfacted, have behaved, with becoming 
rudence., Retain only your gaiety, and 
eedom, content yourſelf with ſuch enter- 
ainment as you receive, without prying 
to concealments; be entirely debonair, 
nd you need never fear. ſucceeding, in 
e eſteem of her, whoſe power it is in, to 
nder both your perſon and circumſtances 
mpletely felicitous. oy 


ter my health, hoping I had reſted, well, 


ID << 
* 


Mr. Oſborn, ſaid ſhe, you are no ways 


By this time the ſhadow of my incog- 
ita had darkened the curtain, and I paid 
r my compliments with leſs e 5 


an the foregoing evening. She enquites.-- 
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| ſhe ſaid; Ireplied, incomparably, never bet. 
ter in my life; and thus, without tifing 
my reader, we carried on the farce, as per: 
fecl acquaintance, only, wholly ignorant 
of what had paſſed ſince ſupper-time, and 
our whole 192 Was ol in the molt agree. 
able manner imaginable. 

Ar night the old lady DET me to 

my chamber; but being now maſter of mj 
buſineſs, 1 only wiſhed her good night 
and on the warning-rap, which I expected, 
proceeded as the night before ; but could 
no ways in our ſolitude, avoid my ac. 
knowledgments for the infinite obligations 
of the preceding morning. My incogni 
ta anſwered, it was all very lucky indeed, 
and that ſurely I muſt have a very 80 
friend ſomewhere 3 to which I ma 
other reply, than by ſtraining m 5 
more cloſely, to the object they then en. 
folded. 

The next morning preſented me not 
only with clean linen, but a noble ſuit d 
dove - colour cloth cloaths, full trimmed, 
with broad ſilver lace, a new gilt and en- 
ameled ſword, and laced hat; all which! 
dreſſed in, but could not conceive how l 
was poſſible for them to fit me ſo exactly, 
as yy did, unleſs made up by my, ow 


. or. 
| Having 
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Having paſſed the next day in manner” 
of the laft; about nine of the clock in the 
-vening, the old lady beckoned me out of + 
he room. She then told me, ſhe would 


na not have me imagine myſelf a priſoner 
e. WI where I was 3 for that undoubtedly, having 
ſome buſineſs in the world, it would be ne- 
e ceſſary for me to be diſengaged from fur- 
m5 ther attendance; and that my chairman 


waited for — re * | 5 

| Madam, fays I, pardon me, for being 
0 ſo bold to aſſure you, that an age, conti- 
nued in the pleaſures 1 have enjoyed ſince 


. your kindneſs firſt conducted me hither, 
on would in my eſteem, paſs in the moſt con- 
_ ſummate elights 3 neither can I have a 
doe wich for quitting my ſtation, that is not 
"nol raiſed upon the hope of a more exquilite 
rm enjoyment of them, by relaxation. I am 
| en wholly at your command; but let me not 


depart, hopeleſs of a ſpeedy return; for I 


on nl | live, but upon the proſpect of that 
i Mr. Ofborn, ſays ſhe, I have lived 
| 2 longer in the world than you have; -and am 


ſenſible, that too much wine may over- 
come the head; and too much ſweetmeat 
pall the appetite; when in either caſe, a 
repetition of the ſubje& breeds loathing : 
whereas by proper abſtinence they both 

SS become 
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ſhewn down into the Lu arlour that. 5 firſt 


N — —— 3333 
—— — : ß . — 
0 


8 Play. Sups with her. Offers her mar- 


en ble 20550 but as to the 
your return, let it be L it 

an you; or to fix the time m ſelf, 

be. it the day ſe night of your arrival — 
In the mean time, viſit now and then the 
play and opera; be gay, and appear in 
parts of public reſort; fear not the ex- 
pence, you will not feel it. On that even; 
ing at nine, I ſhall wait on you at your 
bench in the park. I kiſſed her hand, was 


armed Ab, entered my chair, and went off, 


PI EET e 


CHAP. IV. 


3 all to. be 4 dream. Is: recon 
dufted to his Incegnita as he called 
ber. Imagines he had met ber at the 


riage. Is rejected. Finds it is m 
be. ce declares herſelf with 
.. child. - Decoys a draper's daughter as 4 
| "RO Is reduced by extT GYagante 


Had received ſo many cautions- apuink 

J inquiſitiveneſs, that. I durſt not ſo much 

as call to m chairmen, to tell _ when 
woul 


I 


Cuanr #5 083088 By Ft 
would be Tet down; for thinks I, that 
ay be an offence ; and no doubt. hut 


| 7 


ey have their inſtructions. Now as 1 Was 
„ot to be acquainted which way Tame: 
1 


ther, If I am to ſee which way T go 
back again, it will amount to the ſame 
hing; and I may ſeverely pay for my folly. 
Jo, e'en let them have the management 
of me as they pleaſe, I'll never give them 
2 handle to diſtreſs me, in the privatign of n 
all hopes of my future fortune. 

I muſt own, I could have wiſhed for a 
peep-hole, by which I might juſt have in- 
ormed myſelf where I was; but as all Was 
loſe; I determined to be ſo to, let them ſet 

e down where they would, 


A. 


I had been moving for ſome time, but 
ot ſo long, I was: certain, as I had been | 
n my firſt journey; when they pitched me 
at Spring-garden,. where they took me up 
before; I offered to pay them, and had _ 
iy hand in my pocket for that purpoſe ; - 
but ſlipping in their pole, they were gone Wo 

an inſtant. : 3 
I confeſs, that when I found myſelf in 
he ſame place, whence I firſt ſet out upon 
his adventure, I could ſearce perſuade 

yfelf that I was awake ; till viewing mx 
loaths, my rings, My whole transformaf 
on, I was ſure all had been real that had: 
D 2 hap- 


* 
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happened, and bethought me, in . what 
manner I ſhould now diſpoſe mylſelf.. | 
My lodging had for ſome. time bees 
but very indifferent, and I was even in at- 
rear for that, I determined therefore to g 
home that night, and pay it, and the next 
day to ſeek out for a better; for thinks |, 
as.the old lady hath informed me of hers, 
and invited me to viſit her, I can do no 
leſs than beg the like favour z and that muſt 
be received in a place proper for the pu- 
| poſe. I therefore returned to my lodging, 
ut my landlord upon ſight of me, would ti 
ſcarce let me in; and it was with no little p 
difficulty, that I obtained his acknowledge · d 
ment of my being his lodger; for he had t 
never ſeen me ſo gay before. At length; ti 
my ſpeech and countenance introducing Wp 
me, I immediately went to bed, to conſ-WM ti 
der on ſome reſolves, for my future con- b 
duct. | | 
I began, upon ſome expenſive ſchemes h 
that I had in my head, and my heart vn 
now returning to my former grandeur; a 
when I checked myſelf, with, what is to © 
ſucceed this noble acquiſition I know. not. n 
It is true, I have obtained in two days time, Ml it 
a very ample ſhare both of ſatisfaction and 
reward; but this may be the laſt bounty In 
may ever receive from that quarter, 10 0 
en aught 
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wehrt I know. If I ſhould never meet the 
old lady again, 1 am ignorant where to 
-nquirefor the young one. Ix is true, I Have 
he greateft reaſon to believe T mall taſte 
her febre favours, by all that has paſſed 
between us; but if ſne is the fortune that the 
old lady reports her to be; this may be 


only a particular method of hers, to divert 
no verſelf with the company of different young 
ult Wc llows, undiſcovered; and I am not to 
u- Naſcribe theſe noble donations, to her pecu- 
8, lar affection for me only. Upon recollec- 
ald tion, thinks I, it muſt be ſo; for all thefe 


preparations could not have been ſo fud- 
denly made upon my account. No, no, 
there is no doubt but this has been a work of 
h; time, and calculated to a great nicety 3 and 
ing poſſibly, fifty young fellows may have par- 
nl Bf ticipated of her favours this way already: 
ol. but, replied I, furely the has not ſhoes, 
and ſuits of all forts by her too; for if mine 
mes had been made on my back, they could 
was not have ſet truer; and if they were actu- 
ur; ally made for me in ſo ſmall a ſpace, and 
s to only by the meaſure of the eye, why 
not. may not all things elſe have been prepared, 
me, in as ſhort a time for my reception. £ 
In this manner, did I run on in my own 
ty, 1 mind, till near morning; being at laſt as far 
do ſeek in the myſtery of what had hap- 
uf D 3 pened, 


d, as I was before; but this reſolution 

1 1 had come to; not to alter my lodging, 
| or change my bank note, till I ſhould: ſe 
the old lady again; for now I was poſſeſſed 
of that, I reſolved to purchaſe me a com- 
miſſion in the army, if nothing more came 
of it; as 1 really began to have little 
hopes, there woullc .. 
It would be endleſs to relate every alter. 
4 ation of my conjectures, during the enſujng 
| week; with the numberleſs contradictions 
| to the different opinions I was in, from 
morning to night; for 1 neither knew what 
I. was doing at home, or whitherto I Wa 
| going abroad, it ran ſo in my head; till to 
| my exceſſive: comfort, the hour appointed 
arriving, brought the dear meſſenger of my 

= daeſtiny with it; when no reprieve at the 
= . gallows to a condemned malefactor, could 
= received with more joy, than I received 
her invitation to move towards the gardens 
with her. I was all extaſy, all rapture. 
My conductreſs, diſcovering by my looks 
and behaviour, the effects her preſence had 
upon me, could not forbear taking notice 
of it, by telling me ſhe thought me more 
22 and engaging that night, that 
-ſhe had ever ſeen me before. Dear Madam, 
ſaid I, can I be otherwiſe, at the near ap- 
proach of the bliſs, I have ſo long waited 


for! 


— — 20 


my 
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for? J am ſatisfied, ſays ſhe; you have 
ſome further occaſion, for the exceſs of de- 
light which you are not able to hide from 
me, than that. Madam, ſaid I, would 
you ſee my ſoul? I would, ſays ſhe. 
Then the truth is, replied I, OG ignorant 
both of the lady, the houſe, the ſtreet, the 


every thing, where I was before with you; 
tet · ¶ and at the ſame time abſolutely undeſerv- 
ing ing of the favours I have received; I was 
on melancholy, to conceive it to be but poſſi- 
om ble, that I might hear no more from her or 
ha you ; which thought ſo depreſſed my ſpi- 
wal rits, that it is no wonder I ſhould exult 
io upon feeling myſelf deceived. | 

ited Mr. Ofborn, ſays ſhe, your future feli- 
my city (if that lady can lengthen, or enlarge 
the it) is out of queſtion; for it is impoſſible, 
uid for any other than yourſelf to be prejudicial 
ved to you. Her favours, which you prize ſo 
den highly,” have hitherto been but preludes to 

{ what is ſtill to come, dependent on the 
zoks rules 1 have laid down for your guidance. 
had Pcrſevere but in the way you are in, and 
ice WI fear nothing, but too much inquiſitiveneſs; 
nor _ but clear of that rock, and you are 
am, Being now arrived at the chair, I took 
ap- my feat in it, and was as before releaſed at 
ite my parlour door. 1 ſupped, we bedded, 
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we aroſe, and 1, that morning, was owner 


into which I was to enter vighour furtlit 


againſt the partition, in one of the front 


was ſtepping backwards over it, to make 


of one of the neateſt gold watches Fever 
ſaw, with another five hundred pound note 
in my pocket. I ſtaid as before two nights, 
when J was again diſmiſſed to the day 
ſe'nnight of my coming: But the old gen: 
tlewomañ dad, J had behaved in all re. 
ſpects ſo much like a man of honour, and 
in purſuance of her injunction, that ſhe 
would not come for me at. the time ap- 
pointed, but only the chair ſhould walz 


queſtions. 
1 had during my Gamer: vey (as ſhe 
had directed me) frequented the publick 
places; where though I was in great hopes 
of meeting my incognita, and by ſome to- 
ken or other of diſcovering her; yet no- 
thing had offered, that could become 4 
foundation for the leaſt ſuſpicion. of ſuch 4 
thing; and in this my leiſure time, I alſo 
ractiſed the ſame method: one evening, 
in the boxes at the opera houſe, ra 

ther before they filled; as I ſat leaviod 


rows, three ladies exquiſitely dreſſed enter 
ing, and deſcending to the ſeat I fat upon, 


room for them to take my place; when the 


moſt * creature thut ever was exhis 
„ = bited 
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bited in fleſ and blood, Calling to me, 
begged ſhe might not diſpoſſeſs me of my 


eat, and at the ſame time aſſured me, (for 
infiſted upon relinquiſhing it to her) that 


rather than I ſhould' move, ſhe would quit 


he box, and retire to another. She being 
ſo peremptory, obliged me in good man- 
ners to retain my place; thoughl confeſſed 
the ſhame and confuſion ] ſuffered at it. 
She, for ſome time, applied her diſcourſe 
zolly to the two ladies her companions, 
and exceeding pleaſant they were, ſeeming 
to take no notice of me; till (as by acci- 
dent) dropping her fan I recovered, and 
preſented it to her; her compliments on 
that occaſion,. drawing an anſwer from me, 
which was replied to by her, and I keeping 
the diſcourſe ſtill on foot, we were by this 
time engaged in a ſtrong chat, and conti- 
nued ſo till the play began; which though 
it gave us ſome preſent interruption, we re- 
ſumed it again at proper intervals. 4 
I could have ſworn, whenever ſhe ſpoke, 
that it was the very ſame voice I had been 
lo uſed to from behind the curtain; but yet, 
methoughts, there ſeemed to be ſome force 
upon the tone, being raiſed to ſomewhat 
a ſhriller pitch ; then ſeveral phraſes, which 
| well remembered, occurring, abſolutely” 
convinced me that it muſt be her, and no 
20 D 5 Other. 
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_ ether. This, ſaid I, is certainly the mean- 
Jog, why 1 was directed to uſe the publick 
diverſions; that ſhe might unſuſpected by 
me, gratify herſelf in my company bare- 
faced; but I:think, I can't be now deceived 
in her, and wherever I ſee her again, ſhall 
be able to ſingle her out, as the moſt per- 
fect of her ſex, let who will elſe be preſent. 
The play being ended, I preſented her 
my hand to her coach, which ſne accept- 
ing, I further offered my ſervice, to ſee 
her, and the other ladies ſafe home; when 
after ſeveral compliments paſſed, they ſuf- 
fered me to attend them; and upon my 
uſnhering them into the houſe, ſhe very com- 
plaiſantly deſired my company to ſup with 
them. I accepted the favour, and very 
- Elegantly I was entertained; by them, not 
one of the male ſex appearing in the fa- 
mily, but ſervants. .We played at cards 
till almoſt two o'clock in the morning, and 
| "$5 then parted. 1 | | 98 
= -- | made the beſt remarks that I could of 
= . the houſe, at my going away, and-walked 
up and down the ſtreet ſeveral times, pur- 
poſely to be ſure of not miſtaking it again, 
the next day; for I purpoſed in my own 
mind, to enquire her name then, and to 
drink tea with her. After ſo many obſer- 
vations as the darkneſs of night would per- 
1 , * 22 


mit 
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mit me to pdbint out} I reteidtd toy 


lodging, fully co,“ thut 1 me A 


vered-nay- Incogriitay' 05. 


*Oclog flwercſifarniſiaid with tomy _ 


-accoutredin all other reſpects, — the 


Jeat expence to me; and having received 


ſuch future hopes from the old lady, of the 
continuance: of fortune's ſmiles, IJ had re- 
moved my lodgings into Pallmall, at two 


guineas a week, and put a ſervant into li- 
very, revived ſome of my former ac- 
quaintance, and once more made a figure 
in life, that few gentlemen need be 8 
to appear in. 

My adventure engaging my mind next 
day: I made private enquiry after the la- 
day's name, with whom 1 had ſupped, 
and was informed it was B——n; that ſhe 
was a great fortune, and had lived there 
ſeveral years; that ſhe was ſingle, very 


gay, and a lady of exceeding good cha- 3 


racter, and very charitable. Theſe marks 


of diſtinction agreeing ſo well to my In- 


cognita, but the more confirmed me in my 
former opinion. I waited on her in the 
afternoon, and drank tea with her, where 
nothing could be more free, open, and un- 
reſerved than her behaviour to me. I at- 
tended her, and another young lady to 
W and in 3 being by this time 
| D 6. fully 


fully perſuaded, who ſne was, and being 
ten times more enamoured of her, than be- 


fore; I ventured to propoſe marriage to 


il ami mut Da 310: Deen 
I preſently perceived, that I had planted 


my battery too high; for from that mo- 
ment, I was denied acceſs to her houſe ; 
nor did I ever meet her in public, but ſhe 
avoided me. I knew not what to make of 
this conduct, for I was ftill received with 
open arms, as uſual, at the old rendez- 


vous; till at laſt, I gave over the; thoughts 


. of her being the ſame perion with my In- 
cognita, and purſued my intereſt wholly 


with the latter; from whom, till receiv- 
ing large tokens. of affection, and ſupplies; 
my natural gaiety returning with my afflu - 
ence, I laid ſo little reſtraint upon my in- 


clinations, that 1 lived in a very expenſive, 
and even profuſe manner. Ah 1208 

As the old lady had left off her appoint- 
ments with me, the only notice I had now 


of my Incognita's inclination to my viſits 


. was, either going, or ſending my ſervant 
every night to Spring Garden, for intelli- 
gence, whether the chair was at ifs ſtand; 
and if fo, I never failed my attendance. 

It was about three months after I had 
engaged in this affair, that my Incognita 


declared to me her pregnancy, at which I. 


very 
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very much rejoiced'; hoping that would fo 
rivet me in her- favour, that by degrees,” 1 
ſnould be diſcharged from the incertainty 
lived in; and that I might ſome time or - 
other, be ſenſible to whom I' had been ſo 


much obliged; by a more open treatmetit 


than behind the curtain; and one night, 
when ſhe grew near her time of delivery, 1 
put the queſtion to her, how it was poſfible 
for her, to-reftrain me from that pleaſure 
ſhe muſt be ſenfible I ſhould conceive, in 
the more publick acknowledgment of my 
bene factreſs ? The eye, I told her, was one 
of the great inlets of joy to the heart, and 
whilſt a veil was caſt over that, every com- 
fort could be but partial; and as already, 
my life was ſo wrapped up in her perfecti- 
ons, that I prized her above all mortals ; 
ſo, could I but be indulged. with the ſight 
of her perſon, I ſhould abſolutely adore 
her; and now, fays I, ſhould become 
the father of a child, for whom I can point 
out no mother, what an unhappinefs muſt 
it be to me, incaſe of your death? © 
She heard me very patiently ; but re- 
plied, that ſhe-underſtood I had been ſuffi- 
ciently apprized of her circumſtances, and 
incapacity for marriage, which was it but 


been er huſband preferable to myſelf; but 
"= » a as 


poſſible to remove, no man ſhould have 


s that tie muſt remain upon her; ſhe would 
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never put it into any man's power, to point 
-at his whore, in her perſon. As for the 
8 child, ſhe laid, (whatevert ſhould prove) 
I need be under no concern for it, as her- 
ſelf would not fail to make ample ptovi- 
ſion for it. As to the reſt, ſays ſhe, all ! 
have to ſay is, that my future regard for 
you, depends wholly. on your neſcience of 
my perſon; for the inſtant you attempt to 
in more knowledge of me, than you al- 
ady have, I am yours no more. Let 
your fancy therefore ſupply a face, and hav- 
ing formed it to your wiſh, believe it 
mine; though I can aſſure you, modeſtly 
1 2 I am neither old, or difagree- 
She told me, ſhe ſhould not expect me, 
till ſhe ſhould be up again, and deſired, 
that about ſix weeks after, I would look 
out for the chair, which ſhould attend the 
very firſt night that ſhe could admit me. 
I vas very much afraid, that ſome acci- 
dent might fall out in ſo many weeks, 
looking upon it as an age to come; and in- 
formed her of my new lodgings; that in 
caſe any thing ſhould happen, neceſſary tor 
my knowledge, ſhe might by the old lady 
apply to me. As my abſence» was now to 
be fo long, I received a bill of eight how 
p re 
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dred pounds, and in a few days after, four 
rich ſuits of cloaths, (which I uſed; to wear 
alternately, when at her houſe) were in my 
abſence, left for me at my lodgings, -by- a 
porter. Ji „ 102, 0 WI Dad Be 
1 had now a great length of time upon 
my hands to range in, with a freſh ſupply | 
in my pocket; but the eaſe with which I 
obtained it, had ſet aſide all thoughts of my 
commiſſion z and indeed, I had relinquiſhed 
even the diſpoſition for ſaving my money, 
which I firſt ſet out with; ſo that my In- 
cognita's contributions, large as they were, 
would ſcarce hold out from one to another 
for feeling it flow in with ſuch facility, I 
ſeldom conſidered what became of it, but 
let it go, as it came. . 
During this receſs, I fay, being one day 
at a draper's to buy ſome ruffles ; I could 
not reſtrain my eyes, from a very beautiful 
object, his daughter, then in the ſhop. She 
could not (to my thinking) be more than 
ſeventeen years of age; but fo lovely a 
ſweetneſs. attended each feature, as quite 
captivated me. My attention to her was 
lo keen, that I ut agreed, and paid for 
the goods, even before I juſtly knew the 
price of them; and ſtill enquired after other 
things, in order for a pretence of continu- 
ing the longer near her, - I deſired to know, 
I whether 
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| * he could recommend me to any 
perſon who would make my ruffles up for 
me, as I ſhould require them to be exceed. 
ing neatly done, and for that reaſon, would 
willingly allow an extraordinary price. 
While the draper was conſidering whom 


to recommend, Miſs aſked me, what price 
1 uſed to give? Madam, ſaid I, I think 


it was two ſhillings a pair, (though. I was 


fenſible that was too much) but as I muſt 
infiſt on their neatneſs, 1 never ſtint myſelf 
in price, and ſhould not think much of halt 
a crown, if they anſwer in the perfection, 

Papa, fays ſhe, if the gentleman pleaſes, 
Fll make them for him myſelf; and believe 
he will have no reaſon to condemn my 
needle work. 

Madam, fays I, you infinitely oblige 
me ; and if it will not be too much trouble 
to you, I ſhall place a great value upon the 
favour. She then aroſe, and with a piece 
of tape, meaſuring my wriſtband, applied 
her middle finger to my ruffle, as a guide 
for the depth of the new ones, aſking me 
ſeveral queſtions about the hem, and other 
particulars; wen obſerving her father en- 


ter the back ſh 12 with an armful of goods; 


I ſqueezing her hand, begged to ſalute her; 
which ſhe admitting of, 1 ſwore, that I had 
then kiſſed the mot blooming, maid upon 
earth. Miſs 
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Miſs ſeemed not a little proud of my 
compliment, and promiſing to bring me 
her work the latter end of the week, (for T 
had told her my lodgings) I took my leave 
of her, thinking no more of it. But 1 foo 
found 1 was not to come off ſo; for the lit- 
tle huſſy had glewed herfelf ſo to my heart, 
that I had ſcarce an idea of any thing elſe, 
till I faw her perſon, at the appointed time, 
with my ruffles. | I 
I was expecting her, when my fervant 
opening my dining room door, introduced 
her, I had my tea equipage before me, 
and was at breakfaſt; when ordering a 
chair, I defired her to fit, and partake with 
me; both which, having firſt modeſtly re- 
fuſed, the accepted. r company, and 
charming converſation, protracted my 
breakfaſt to an unuſual length 3 nor would 
it have ended with the day, but for har” 


riſing to be gone. 

I had paſſed abundance of compliments, 
and ſaĩd all the engaging things I could de- 
viſe to her; and on offering to pay her, 
| clapped my purſe (with about fifty 
8 into her hand. O dear — ſaid 

e, I can't give you change. Yes, my 
life, ſaid I, eds of ſuch ſfams 
as theſe. In ſhort, ſays I, you have 
compleated your conqueſt over me, and 1 
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muſt have you in my poſſeſſion. She bluſh- 
ed moſt intollerably, and begged me to let 
her go, (for I had drawn her to my knee, 
with my arm. round her) ſhe ſhould be un- 
done elſe; for that her father would have 
had her ſent the ruffles, and if ſne ſtaid, 
or ſeemed diſcompoſed at her return, he 
would never forgive ger. 
Look you, my dear, ſays I, don't yon 
ſee thoſe fine cloaths (pointing to mine in 

a chair) all gold and filver? ſuch ſhall 
be yours, if you will live with me; for my 
delight will be to ſee you fine. I will at- 
tend you to every polite diverſion, and in 
mort, your whole life ſhall be one continu- 
ed circle of delights. Is not that better 
think you, than to ſit croſs- legged, ſtiteh- 

ing in your father's ſnop, whole days to- 
ws in this trumpery linen gown ? What 
ſay you, my angel, be joyous, be free, 

let the old ones mind buſineſs, while you 

range the town like a ducheſs. 5 
-- | Obſerving that my diſcourſe had ſtag- 

- gered her, by its gilt proſpect, I ſmother- 
ed her with kiffes, and ſwinging her into 
my bed-· room at once, we had ' almoſt 
ſtayed too late for dinner time; when 1 

diſmiſſed her, upon folemn vow to be with 
me on ſuch a day, and to bring ſome little 
matters with her, which ſhe chòſe not to 
loave behind. [ 
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I had taken her a private lodging, that 
upon her firſt elopement, her father might 
not find her with me; for I doubted not, 
but his ſearch would begin there. It coſt 
me above two hundred pounds in a fort- 
night's time, to fit her out but moderate- 
ly, to appear abroad; and our whole time 
was one continued feaſt of diverſion, and 
delight: For the fore part of the day not 
yielding us public amuſements, we hired a 
coach and ſix; driving it may be fifteen or 
twenty miles, for the pleaſure of erlegieß 
ourſelves over a five guinea dinner, of ſuc 
things as we might have had at home, for 
a tythe of the expence; and upon our re- 
turn, we were in proper time for the ope- 
ra, plays, and ſome elegant entertainment 
at the tavern before bed time: So that 
no one could ſay, but we made the moſt of 
our time that we well could. 5 
My ſix weeks drawing near to a conclu- 
ſion, and together with it my eight hun- 
dred pounds; it was high time to look out 
for a recruit. I watched Spring-gardens 
every night, as narrowly as a Bailiff ſets 
for his prey; but ſeven weeks, eight, na 
nine weeks paſſed, and no chair appeared. 


This compelled me to feign myſelf as 


much out of order, as I was indeed out of 


caſn; and by that means, my new miſtreſs 


and I had been more ſparing, than (if I 
had appeared to have been able to have 
droſecuted the way of life we ſat out in) 

Orinoco > 
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Marries an old rich country widow. 
be courtſhip. His pretence for ab- 
fence from his e. Management 
of abſence with bis u i. 


I Had not twenty pounds left, and it was 
1 now a full quarter of a year ſince I faw 
my Incognita; but (as a fort of cordial to 
my now ſubſiding ſpirits) it happened, 
that being one day at a friend's houfe in 
the city, I accidentally dined with a widow 
lady, who had lately buried her huſband 
in the country, where they had lived many 
years; and for joy of her releaſe, was uſt 
come to town to look into the gay part 
of life a little, before ſhe made her exit; 
tor I believed ſhe might be about fifty eight 
2 of age. She arrived at my friend's 

ouſe but the night before, and was that 
afternoon to look out for lodgings at the 
court end of the town. This, ſhe being 
os | very 
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very full of all dinner time; I told her, 
that 1 had lived all my days. about the 
court, and that if ſhe pleaſed, I would ac- 
company her, in\ſearth of an accommoda- 
tion. She was very ready to ſnap at my 
offer, and no fooner was our meal over, 
than we were in motion; my friend's wife 
being of the part. 384 

By the way, (for we went in her own 
mourning coach) I demanded what ſtreet ſhe 
ſhould chooſe to fix on for our firſt enqui- 
ry? She told me, in ſome one of the 
open airy ſtreets, for the freedom of breath- 
ing; for cloſe air, and foggy weathery 
as vere very diſagreeable to her. I mention- 
ww Wl Pall-mall, as both open, and near the 
to court; but ſhe no ſooner heard the ſound 
d, 
in 


of it, than ſhe burſt into tears, aſſuring 

me, that the very name of it, remindin 
ow her of her dear deceaſed huſband, who had 
d formerly lived there, ſhe could never en- 


any oy herſelf in that ſtreet. 

juſt I ordered the coachman to drive into 
dart Bond- ſtreet, imagining that ſomewhere 
xit; ¶ bout Hanover-ſquare, would be the moſt 
ight proper for her. I enquired into her fami- 
nd's Nh, and what conveniencies ſhe would 


want; for I told her, I would ſtep in 
the N vherever it ſeemed likely, and inform 


being 4 her 
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her of the propriety of the place, befor 
ſhe gave oe ihe the trouble of inſpea 
She was mighty thankful for the dener 
and ſignified, that her family only confiſt- 
ed, at preſent, of herſelf (here ſhe wept 
again) and five ſervants ; and that a firft 
floor, with a parlour below ſtairs, (for ſhe 
ſaid climbing a ſtair-caſe above once a day, 
was intollerable to her) a kitchen, and three 
garrets, would be ſufficient for her; 
We called at ſeveral places before we 
fixed; and at length pitched upon an ex- 
cellent apartment for our purpo in Ce 
duit- ſtreet, and took it. 
ets waited 8 them home again, a 
e next day was invited to 
G wich orb to the new lodgings; and 
85 third day I went by ue to drin 
tea with her. 
. T enquired how me liked her accommo- 
dations, and hoped, I ſaid, that every W* 
thing about her was to her ſatisfaction; for. 
that 1 really thought ſhe was moſt happi- 
ly ſituated. I expected ſome reply relat- 
ing to her dwelling; but inſtead of that, 
ſo ſoon as her flux of tears would permit 
her to proceed; Ah! Mr. Ofborn, ſaid 
ſhe, whence can a woman ſeek for happy u 
neſs, having loſt fo valuable, and indu- 
gent a huſband as I have? No; 9 8 * 
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L are ſtrangers, aliens to each other. What 


a melancholy time have L of it here, to eat 
by myſelf? Methinks I look for my dear- 


„eit huſband, to talk and prattle with me; 
but alas! his chair is empty ; never, never 
more to be filled; for my poor remains 
\« {of life muſt be lingered out in widow- 


hood. Poor man, He left me all that was 
in his power, (loving ſoul) twelve thou- 
ſand pounds in money, beſides my join- 
ve ture of four hundred pounds a year; but 
al what is that without him? All, a meer 
„ MWinaginary nothing. 


. 1 ſhould think, Madam, replied I, that 
4 you who have ; ſo fine a fortune, ſhould 
te eaſe to grieve at a calamity incident to 


human nature. Conſider, yourſelf might 
we dropt, and then he had been in your 
ircumſtances. ; 
O! No, anſwered ſhe, he might have 
ſought him out another mate, to have 


; 5 paſſed the ret of his life with, in fatiſ- 
4 pi- faction; for I think it very barbarous, for 
1843 be living to be deprived of earthly en- 


oyments, for the ſake of the dead. Then 
Madam, ſays I, from your own doctrines, 
will condemn the ſorrow that you en- 
lure for his ſake. You are really (par- 
lon me, Madam, ſays I, for being ſo bold) 
ty and ery fine woman, and no doubt, have 

1 5 been 
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deen exceſſtvely ſo; what then ſhould de 
Dar you from the uſe of that — 
which you would have — — yo 
late huſband's ſorrow, had he 3 
r 75 7; : — 
2 Dear Mr. Oſborn, ſays the 8 up 
her neck) don't offer to flatter an old wo- 
man, upwards of forty years f age. C 
J, think you, reliſn a new married life; 
which takes up half an age to ſettle the 
affections, and bring them to a confiſts 
ence one with the other? No, no, it is to- 
late in life for me to have theſe thoughts 
Were I now, as 1 have been, I might ex 
pect my perſon would prove a ſtrong en 
gagement for an huſband's love; but my 
bloom is gone, I am only to prepare w 
follow my dear huſband; and boy, moſ 
oy 3 | 
TI was naturally o a compaſſionate tem- 
per, which bad the better qualified me 
tor ſim 92 with her; and by a httk 
help of the imagination, I did (by de 
— 2 ftrain the water into my own eyes 
which ſhe obſerving; good ſoul, ul 
the, how my affliftien moves him 0 
| Sir no —_— — but thoſe who _ 
the torture of a paler Bart 27-440 
2 FO n | 
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Madam, ſaid I, your diſtreſs ſo rouſes 
my compaſſion for you ; and he gs h 
of your nature hach ſowrough i 
faculties, that I am wholly _— W 
your tears; and as no avoidance of the evil 
you are plunged into, can be obtained, 
but by re-inſtating yourſelf in your former 
happy condition 3 let me beg/you- to/make 
me your partner in the felicity of that ſtate's 
tor l'll promiſe you, it ſhall be my aiin to 
make it ſo; but if all my beſt endeavours 
ſhould prove ineffectual, I vill at leaſt 
participate your ſorrous, and weep out 
my e moilture, to _— with your 
tears: Ja . De lic } 
my You: are too ene Mr. Oſborn, 


ret replied ſhe ; but as I ſaid before, my age 
mol mult be-diſagreeable to ſo young a man as 
tem 
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you are. What more can any man deſire, 
Madam, ſaid I, whether he be old, ot young, 
mel wan the poſſeſnon. of the object his heart 
ſittke is fied on F And ſurely, Madam, à few 
y de⸗ days, under: the enjoyments of the; marri- 
eyes He- tate, will make my chair as pleaſing 
fai you, as that of your late chutbandiy: for 
1 2 ewas a man, a tender man, yowſay, and 
feel it; jou had delight in hi c phy; all whick 
g front doubt not you! iwI}l ſoon de- ſenſible of 
| : me: Then why ſhould grief eathral-the 
leart _ can be free? We ſorrow. bur 
(6. L. + for 
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— loſs.of former comforts; then let 
us-rejoice only for the preſent, and let ys 
emblaca them. Tou ſhall ſoon find al 
in ine that you have already loſt, as ina 


der ee. flowing. with oo de- 


Indeed, indeed Mr. Gene aid the, 
it is well Jam not a young woman, for 
—— a tongue that would lull an ange 
to ſleep; but at my years it is high time 
to be conſiderate. It is what I would have 
you be, Madam, ſaid I, and not give ſuch 
ſcope to your paſſions, which, by degrees, 
will wear you away, and conſume that 
florid red and white, that at preſent en- 
amels your cheeks, to a ſallow min 
tive 474 
Heig ho; ſaid the, how platin flat 
tery! for you muſt excuſe me, if I can't 
believe you, Sir. I then bolting out two 
or three round oaths, and  extravagan- 
cies, perceived her eyes to languiſn, - her 
cheek: glow, her breath . and her 
breaſt heave; when lay ing hold of the of 
portune criſis, I embraced her ſo cloſe, 
that before I parted with her, I brought 
her to ſay, yes; though ſhe jokingly: re. 
afterwards, that it was merely by 
compulion ſhe had _ the conceſſion 
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I ſtayed wich her till mY 


t 

0s at \night, and aſſuring her chat Iv auld 
mvait on her next day with a licence, Whiah 
after the nk heſitations, ——ů— 

e- with ; we then went to rummaging or 

5 her boxes, and trunks, for coloured clodths 

1c, WM to: be married in; but agreed ta _—_— 

for WI private, till ſhe ſhould-have: fitted out 

gel ſelf in proper. mee eee 6 


me m 19 qo} 03 
ave 12 had but kede tine to think — any 
uch ching that night, and when I returned home, 
es, Wl was. 5X full of confuſion, that Fanny (which 
that was the name of the draper's NP 
em. now lived wholly at my lodgings): took 
mp reat notice of it, and could not reſt till 
50 e knew the cauſe. I told her it was 
flat· an accidental quarrel I had had-in-com- 
an't Wl pany, which 1 was afraid would end in a 
duet: for that I expected a challenge to be 
ſent me the next morning. This almoſt 
tirew her into convulſions, and much ado 
had to keep life in her; till upon her 
knees, dials me promiſe to retire 
ſomewhere out of the way for a few days, 
that the quarrel en in the mean time be 
compromiſed. 7V e 1h 

I wanted only ahi, aid expected 'whav - 
would be the — of my making the 
gn of a * to her; 10, ane Sin 

2 
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me not to return, till matterꝭ could be ac- 
cmmodated, we went to bed; but having 
8 in the fire, I could delibe- 
ly ſtrike neither ; for married I muſt 
che next morning, and 1: was no other- 
Se of my wife's fortune, than 
by her own report; and without: that J 
could not ſubſiſt: to this. therefore every 
ether conſideration .both of Fanny, and my 
Incognita. were compelled in ame mea- 
ſure to give way; though. dreaded the 
loſs of either of them, for abe were both 
exceeding dear to wee. i; 504 
-1\At-peep of day, Fanny obliged. me to 
riſe, and be gone, ſhe purpoſing in caſe 
of a challenge, to aſſure the beater, that | 
was at aigreat. diſtance in the country 3 but 
ſne begged me to write to her every day. 
was almoſt diſtracted too myſelt, to 
think that I had miſſed looking out for the 
chair thæunight before, (having never til 
then, neglected it) and thinks I, if it ſnould 
have returned without me, it will be taken 
for: ſuch a nog my path as ny never 
be forgiven. 
20 drefled however, and . 
which 1 ſhewed to my new oldiiadyi by 
elaben of the clock ; ſhe (though; ſne was 
realy-preparcd: as fine-as-handscould make 
hen in — of a was ready to 
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faint at the ſight of it; being ſure, ( ſhe dea 
clared) that the ſhouldinever be able toheld 
out the ceremony, her knees knocked to- 
gether ſo: but before our departure: pe: 
ing prevailed upon by Chary, her waiting 
woman; to take a good large glaſs; of ſur- 
feit water, (which -ſhe alſo recommended 
to me, and 1 pledged oy in) we 8 
ſhift to get over it. 

Her own coach being in mourning, we 
took a hack, Mrs. Chary being of the par- 
ty, and in the ſecret; but for the world, 
me old lady would not have any one know 
it, till a proper ſeaſon. 

durſt not let my own er into the 
myſtery of where I -was z ſo that in the 
evening J could not ſend him to watch the 
7. chair, geither could 1 apy ways go myſelt, 
to my preſent engagement lay ſo cl 
the upon me, not to be abſent. b 
till After ſupper, Mrs. Chary having taken 
uld WW ul proper means for our good repoſt 
ken Wl ſhewed me her miſtreſs's A 1. 5 
vet conducted me into it; where the olꝗ lady 
vas laid ready; but ſhe would on. £4 

core part with Chary's hand, till J was in 
bed alſo; When Mrs. Chary dropping a 
curteſy, removed the light, and retired. - 

We were no ſooner up, and had break- 
aſted, than my Foe leading me to her 


3 eſcrip- 


ae wi uced from a back _—_—_— 

A le cargoe of receipts for ſtock of ſe- 

veral companies, abundance of Eaſt. India 

bonds, Excheq uer orders, and ſuch things 

3 as 1 had 198 5 before ſeen, nor did! 

EI. | wel know what to do with; but amongh 

the reſt, were three bank notes, one for 

eight, a ſecond for five, and the third for 

three hundred pounds; two of which by 

their dates, were ' ſix or ſeven years old. 

I preſently concluded, that they had nent 

run their time out; fo pocketing them, [ 

defired her to lock up all the reſt, telling 

her that it was great pity ſuch large ſums 

ſhould be out o uſe, and that as my place 

required me co be ini the city that morning, 

I would lay them out in ſtock, or what Ut: 

my broker ſhould adviſe me to be wol 
beneficial. 

My wife then deſired to Kio oe! po 

. It was 1 was poſſeſſed of; when I informed 

© ther, chat 1 had a very conſiderable one in 

"he Ouſtom-houſe, of about ſeven hundred 

Pounds a year; but it was attended with 

dne very ill condition; which Was, that 

ſometimes I was obliged to be from home 

'for a 725 two together; but that no# 

bad married her, I would look out tor 

© ſomething better, and endeavout to dit 

Pot of it,” as foon a8 Poſſible; for 1-ſhould 
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E never 
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never be able to be abſent from her, ſo 
often as that poſt demanded it. 

She ſeemed to take that propoſal, vefy 
kindly of me, and moſt loving embracing 
me, aſſured me, that it would break her 
heart to have me abſent from her on nights. 
Thus, having trifled away an hour or more 
in our amorous correſpondence, I took my 
leave for the city 3 but turning about ar 
the end of the ſtreet, I deni. her head 
out of the window, peeping after me. 

I exchanged the leaſt of my notes into 
money directly, and dining in the city, re- 
e about the time I might expect the 
chair, if it came; but not meeting with it. 
I made the beſt of my way home to my 
wife. She, poor loving creature, had wait- 
ed with anxious expectation a long time for 
me, ſhe ſaid; when embracing her, 1 ſeem- 
ed exceeding glad, that I had ſo luckily 
put off my ſtay all night ; for that it was 

y the meereſt accident imaginable, that I 
was able to get home to her: This I faid, 
the better to prepare her for the elopement, 
[ purpoſed to make the enſuing night, to 

anny. wh ( 

[ had now given over all further 
hopes of my Incognita; but. cannot ſay all 
thoughts; * ſhe ran in my head as muck 


- 


a ever, and what ifrllcl me very wen 
4 on 


on her account was, : leſt ſhe ſhould have 
died in-child-bed, : and I ould never be 
able to find out the infant. I had called 
ſeveral times at the old lady's lodgings, 
but they could give no account of her; and 
J had no where elſe to enquire att. 
I ſtayed beſt part of that day at home; 
but in the afternoon, I told my wife, that 
1 émuſt go to my poſt, leſt any ſhips ſhould 
have arrived in my abſence, and that I was 
not without hopes of returning, but begged 
her not to ſtay up paſt eleven o clock for me. 
Having given my wife an opiate for chat 
night, I ſteered to my own lodgings ;- for 
having met with ſo many diſappointments, 
I did not think worth - while to leck for 
the chair. Poor Fanny no ſooner heard 
my tread upon the ſtairs, but ſhe ran to 
me with exceſs of joy, to tell me there had 
been no challenge ſent, and welcomed me 
home with all imaginable tenderneſs; but 
1 told her, I knew more of the matter than 
the did, for the quarrel was very far from 
being made up; and that I only. ſtole the 
opportuniny of that night with her, While 
my friends were to be buſy upon the affair, 
at a meeting they were to have upon it; 
by which I was certain, that whatever their 
ſueceſs might. de, nothing would be; done 
48 FO the challenge, All the next morning. 


But 
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But Fanny, ſays I, my,abſcnce has been 
of very unlooked for advantage, to me, for 
the nobleman I ſupped with, the firſt night 
| left you, having intelligence of a place 
at the Cuſtom · houſe falling into his gift, 
of ſeven or eight hundred pounds a years 
immediately made me a compliment aof it. 
Indeed, ſays I, it requires more : attend- 
ance than I can well ſpare time from you 
for, being four nights at leaſt in the week; 
but however, as it is ſo fine a thing, there 


* 


enen, 7-45; 3 
Poor. Fanny was ſo far from rejoicing 
at this news, that the tears ſtood in her 
eyes at the report: And will you keep it 
my dear, ſays ſhe? I told her, there were 
many reaſons , abliging, me to it; as firſt, 
ſays I, à refuſal, will; be an abſolute affront - 
to his Lordſhip; in whoſe power it is t 
ſrve me much further; then, ſays I, ROE 
the ſalary is no more than I have mention- 
ed, yet the perquiſites, I am told, will 
double the polt 3 and let me tell thee Fan- 
ny, fifteen, or ſixteen hundred pounds a 
ile Nor, will buy many pretty things, child; 
have thoughts of beſpeaking you a chariot 
vorthwithz we ſhall Bve like crowned heads, 
my love, with this addition to my fortune. 
The hopes of this glittering figure, (I 
vlerved) dried up Fanny's tears; and ſne 
1 E 5 de- 
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manner than myſelf, _ 
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defired ſhe might have the fancying 
gt the, chariot; and that 1 would, hire! 
luſty coachman and buy fat ſleek horfes; 
for that ſhe had as lief ride in a ſand cart, 
as with poor cattle, and a ſniveling coach: 
man, in the beſt chariot in the world. 
I I commended her taſte, and aſſured her, 
that it ſuiting perfectly with my own ſen. 
timents, it ſhould be accordingly ; and by 
this means, I never heard any further com- 
plaint of the abſence my poſt occaſioned. 
Thus did I divide my time, between 
my wife and miſtreſs, very agreeably; 
for having by this time procured all my 
. wife's ſecurities to be transferred into mj 
- , own name, I had ſet up a handſome qi 
page for Fanny, and my own coach. 
_out of mourning, and my wife decked in 
ber colours, few people lived in a grander 
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" Death of his firſt wife, Is reduced. 
al Marries a grocer's widow ; and 4 
MN wintner's, 2oidow. ...} Meets both, bis 
f uuives at the play. How be eſcapes 
een from them, Flies for fear bis two 
e | df 


1 T was full three months after my mar- 
. . riage, when as I was looking out of 
aug my 5 window one evening, juſt 
d u after drinking tea with Fanny, I ſpyed my 


came along (as I apprehended) to find out 
my lodging ; and he being now pretty 
near to the door; Fanny, ſays I, retire im- 
mediately, here js an old aunt of mine, that 
has not paid nie a viſit a long time, juſt 
going to knock at the door, and you muſt 
not be ſeen for the world. | | 


She was running into the bed-chamber, 


diſcourſe not ſo proper for her to hear) go 
x 2 6 into 


— 2 


— 
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old lady, looking up at the houſes as ſne 


"id * 


which opened into the dining - room; Hold, 
hold, ſays I, (fearing we might have ſome 


84 N MB MFEO'ERS 39f + > - 
_— maid's room, ow pair of- ſtairs, 
want perhaps to ſee my bed-cham- 
bix.-for- old — — 
before the old lady entered I, (feigning 
not to know of her coming) preſſed towards 
her, ſaluted her, led her to a chair, and 
all impatience, demanded, What neus 
from my Incog nit: 


8 * 9 


Mr. Oſborn, ſays they. I but very latel) 


expected tobe the meſſenger of. any thing 
good to you; your poor lady has been at 
death's door. O Madam, ſays I, torture 
me not. Is ſhe recovered? She replied, 
ſhe was, I am content, ſaid. I, now pray 
%%% ei¹iin 0034! 
.. ;Soonafter we laſt. fab, you, we retire 
into the country, where the had taken a 
lodging to lie in at; but the hour heing come, 
ſurely, no poor creature ever had fo miſe- 
rable a time of it; and indeed, I had 
_ given, her, over then; but ſhe brought 
za lovely boy to light, who is as fine a child 
as ever was born; (and living? ſaid I,) it is, 
anſwered ſhe ; but, your poor lady languiſh- 
ed ſo from day to day, that there was not 
the leaſt hopes of her getting over it. And 
truly, Mr. Oſborn, ſaid ſhe, I muſt tell 
© you, that even in the weak condition ſhe 


Vas reduced to, you ran more in her head 


than 
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than ber, Prayers. We had all che ad dice 
which the country. would e e 
rab phy ſprians fro London; till bei 
to do no 3 pl to come 
When «Pg le. bi the town. 8 | 

heard 2 70 fr 1 wy her ſeryice, if, nat 
; WH too late f She ſaw, her, ,EXa- 
mined me 2 15 ber 0 ition, and in three 
weeks, by 12 medicines 1 15 e 
vrought a cure er. I 
Mees be 5 25 1 et the,- to e 
ſtayed month, bo c country, for 
the eſtablil R 0 Ns by 5k but no en- 
treaties could prevail, ſo ſoon as ſhe per- 
ceived herſelf to — 1 in a condition of 3 
ſafely remayed to you... .. 

What with the melancholy : 5 of 
my Inc6gnita's. illneſs, the occaſion; of it, 
and the affection ſhe had expreſſed for me. | 
my heart was ſo melted, that it flowed in 
rivers dawn my cheeks; which the old 
lady obſerving, I am ſorry to ſee you ſo 
bſcampoſed,, ſaid he, but all,, is over. 
Come, clear yp. again, you; ſhall. (ee; her 
this evening, YOu Can't ſhed more tears an 
her account,, than ſhe has on yours, I can 
aſſure you. 

The os lady would; aff 9175 me ws, 5 
pany no, nger,,, than e LPEctatrar 
ead Wot the e I received 5 * me 
fave; 


me wen m olock x 8 8 
wete nom 0 long, it was almoſt hęht at 
line. Wer 419 e's Rog Hy 

When Fain tevirinnl, | Mine he 
e I muft go Ry, TEN 
-aunt's 3 would call at my office, and if! 
poſſibly could, would be with her in the 
evening; but 1 had been ſo long uſed to 
-Raying out, char ſhe did not expect me 

"Hill ſhe'ſaw me; 

F had now a wife, and two eitretics On 
my hands, which one would judge to be 
ſufficient — for any reaſonable man 
breathing; eſpecially as I was obliged'to 

be ſo much upon guard, as not to fu 
fer the leaſt word eſcape me, without 
weighing firſt, how far it was proper for 
the company I was in; for what was ſo in 
one, was not ſo in another; and had I nat 
been n exact in chat, 1 had becn 

dlomn. * 
It happened ſoivewhar tuckily, = that 

Bad lain at home the night before: for : 
my Incognita uſually detained me tv 

nights, I ſhould have had my old wife en 

quiring for me at the Cuſtom-houſe, ha 
I been abſent from her a day or two be 
fore, as 1 might have been with Fanny 
0008 the hour being come, and the cha 


waiting 


waiting, I ſoon found myſelf in my old 
| | — and indeed, much ſooner chan 
Fhad ever done before. Now, I had ever 
ſuſpected, that the chairmen had carried 
r- and forwards, merely to 
amuſe me, that I might not know where - 
abouts I was; but having forgot what me- 
thod they uſed to take with me, after ſo 
long a receſs, I am ſure, they ſet me down 
in little above ten minutes; ſo that I was 
ſatisfied my 8 could not hve ſo 
2 as I had before been made to be- 
"ISPS! e 
Being landed, I paſſed through the uſual 
ceremonies, and upon the firſt proſpect of 
her ſhadow, I ran to meet it; when placing 
my lips againſt the curtain, I there met 
her's; but curſed the impediment which 
parted us. I begged to hear from her own 
mouth, the ſtate of her health, being ſin- 
cerely grieved for her illneſs; which, ſhe 
. ſaid, ſhe had reaſon to believe I was; but 
hat I being ſo well recovered again, ſhe hoped 
we might have ſtill many years of enjoy- 
ment to come. We ſupped as uſual, and 
| longing to hear all that had befallen her; 
ſhe ſtayed not long afterwards, before we 
T FP. 
She told me, that my ſon was a ve 
promiſing child, and that it was —_ 
| | cat 
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d ch to her part; from 1 neither could 
1 4 Hhaye 0 80 it, on * account, 


than for the ſake of 3 bits facher. I entreated 


115 to lei nit ſee it, but ſhe. fearing ſome. 


8 very, | it off from time to tim, 


Ih that. when it was big enough | 
5 run 9 1 2 the eld lady ſhould bring i tl 


With her, to y me 2 Vik 
= ſtayed. my. two nights as oſual, and 


the ſecond urg put me in caſh a thou- 


ae j but as;3t had been common. 


nday and Monday nights that I had 


ent there, and ſhe telling me that the 
p ir ſhould wait next Sunday; I begged 
With her leaye to exchange the days, for 
Monday and Tueſday, ag. more convenient 
for me. This, ſlie readily agreed to; and 


indeed, if ſhe bad not, 9 gt how I. 

ome ; for my old 
wife would ſcarce have been perſuaded, 
that my poſt had ade ae atten. 


Hhould' have come off at 


Hance on 6 8 66 * 


reer 


2 55 aud N at leaſt. 
I have often reflected, that it would have 
Nen ſome people, to have kept fo nice 


2 bala nce in their aàmours as 1 did; and ye 
is 
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this trade continuad forialmaſtfeven years, 
without ;the leaſt ſuſpicion, ar- interruption. 
Fanny, ſoon after my laſt viſit to my 
ncognita, dec lared herlelf, breeding, and 
in * ove ns me —.— my 


had 2 — 9 — 19 Hong — ay girls but 


1 Ws for my poor wife, I could make nothing 

ther; for we had. not been married two. 
cars, before an old ſore in her leg broke 

4 eur, and canfined her to the: houſe, not 
e eing able to hang it downwards; and in 

d e ſeventh. We of. dun, nuptials, Se de- 

r artec. 

ot It was ve ery. happ pys⸗ both for py and 

1 20 chat ſhe, had lived no longer; for 

1 10ney was - bruſhed: off. eyen to the 
d a — pounds, juſt before her death: 


d, her, joipture, died with her ſo chatfI 
nas at even.hands with her, when ſhe: had 
elt the world, and all the benefit I had reap- 


d, from her. was, only my keeping, and 
Le." — 85 in. vaſt; 1 ffluity, and extraya- 
and quring her li e- time. en 
nel olg m y.coach, furniture, jewels and 


ods the | 5 left behind her, for abqut 
ght hundred pounds; and that, (which 
ould go but a little way, in maintain- 


1 and me, at our FOOT eee 


together with the liberal benefactions of my 
Jncogriita, was now all that I had to de- 
pend upon; ˖ but though my receipt from 
her, beſides extraordinary preſents, was 2 
hundred pound a monrh, yet that fell far 
ſhort of my- expences, an frequently, 1 
had lived upon ſix, or more months credit; 
ſo that each month's pay being appropriat- 
ed, ſome months before it was received, | 
had ſcarce'ever five pounds in my pocket. 
This grew ſuch a burthen upon my 
mind, that (as Fanny muſt be ſupported 
at all events, being moſt dear to me) 1 
Projected a ſecond marriage, with a tobac: i + 
coniſt's widow; and upon pretence of be- 
ing a man of great fortune, (as who could 
have thought leſs, that was not a ſtranger 
to the figure T had made for ſome year) 
carried her. She had about ſeven thouſanc 
pounds, but I can't ſay I ever had any great 
-Ftomach'to her, and 1 believe ſhe was toc 
ſenſible, not to perceive it. My place 
the Cuſtom-houſe ſtill ſupplied me wil 
excuſes of abſence from her too ; but I h 
not been engaged to her above two yean 
before a vintner (at whoſe houſe I ha 
dirank many a bottle, and ſpent many 
hundred pounds) tipped off, leaving 
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| a 


widow behind him in poſſeſſion of fifteq u 
«thouſand pounds.” jo 
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Thad been neee -A. 
e- youth, and always rakes behaved' in the 
m —— —— to his — —_ _ 
sa deli m company. 
far din at their — table, behind the — 
„I and for ſeveral years I had jokingly called 
It myſelf her — This — ſay, be- 
iat- ing a widow of about fifty, (but as large 
l, Is any two moderate wives) I made 
et. eee now, we earneſt; wee — 
my r itting tavern, an tt ing 
reed — eden as my placeat the Cuſtom- 
1c) 1 houſe, (which 1 had long talked of as a 
bac: reality) would not require my n 
be · much, ſave at particular times. | 
ould Ml Well, i in ſhort, I married her nn * - 
tled her in the country, and was at all 
events bound to ſacrifice . my time 
to her; but I was obliged to keep touch 
a with my other wife, and — too; ſo that 
now pretending that my buſineſs requiring 
me in this country, then in that, for a week 
or ten days ; 1 had ſeldom more than two 
of them who! me in the way at 


once; for I never in * life ys Leer in 
my Incognita. - 

Though 1 exceedingly 5 F anny, yet 
he ſorely perplexed me; for ſhe had 
mis time given ſo far into the public di- 
"a and gaietics of life, (I never hv- 


ing 
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ing given a check to her) that ſhe wopld 
have confounded twenty thouſand pounds 
a year, could ſnhe have gotten it. 
My Jvintner, about this time, coming to 
ton with me for two or three days from 
 Meworth, where we then lived, to viſit a 
relation in Covent Garden; I made my re- 
turn into the country, for ſomewhat: that 
wanted tnere, a pretence for ſpending 4 
night or two with Fanny; (for my tobaeco- 
niſt did not expect me in town ſome days 
yet.) In, the evening, Fanny and I pre- 
pared to regale ourſelves with a play, and 
ſat in the boxes, as we always did. It hap- 
pened, that my vintner's relations had 

treated her that evening, at tlie ſame houſe 
and ſome neighbours had made a party with 
my tobacconiſt there too; where all ſat in 
the pit. There being a very full box, and 
the pit and gallery being prodigioully 
-crowded,, it was with ſome difficulty that 
we could get out, after waiting a long time; 
but I had no ſooner ſtepped out of the box 
-myſelf, and had given my hand tg Fanny, 
than my vintner clapped me on one ſhoul 
der, and my tobacconiſt on the other. He 

day l ſays the vintner, is this your going 
out of town to day, Mr. Oſborn? Say: 
the tobacconiſt, 1 did not expect you 
_ town this week, my dear; methinks, whe 
Au 1 5 yo 


| 
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d vou came, you might us. well have taken 
ds me to a play, once in your life, as any 
» I young gypfie of them all. Pray Madam} 
to I ſays my vintner, do you know this gentle- 
om man? Know him, Madam, ſays ſhe?” not 
t a WW know my huſband ? Fanny and I were 
re- all chis while puſhing between them, (for I 
at I took no more notice, than if it had been 
g che firſt time I had ever ſeen either of them} 
eco- I but they ſtood ſo before us, that it was im 
poſſible. + Tour huſband? replied my vint- 
ner, you ſcandalous trollop, your huſband ? 
and bruſhing up; as if ſhe: would have de- 
roured her, we whipped by, and with all 
maginable celerity, ſtepping into the cha. 
not, drove off as faſb as poſſible; but not 
before we had heard my vintner call 'out; 
Mr. Oſborn,” Mr. Oſporn, this creature | 
ays ſhe'1s your: wife... 
| feigned a laugh (as well as evet could) 
Uwe were driving homes! to pre vont Fan- 
s ſuſpicion of me. What a couple of 
ily ſtrumpets, ſays! I, were theſe? did 
ou ever hear — creatures? think- 
g by that means jet have carried:it off; 
it | quickly perceived, that Fanny had 
Ken it in another light. i My denz! ifays 
te; you ſeem to 20 very much divert 
r for my part, I am. almoſt frighted ou. 
my wits. Pray Wen of thoſe ladies i 


your 


g oing 
q 80 
you 
— whe 

*. 
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your wife ? or are they both ſo ? for they 
ſeemed- to claim equal right to you; 
for my part, added ſhe, crying, I never 
ſuſpected you to be a married man before 
Oh, what will become of me, and the ſu 
poor infants ?- N n 24837 yo 

I 'was ſo confounded at what ſhe ſaid, 
that day light would preſently have: diſco- 
vered my hypocriſy; but being in the cha 
riot, and in the dark, Im d up the 
beft of my courage; Fanny, ſays I, what 
is the meaning of this? are you bewitch'd?! 
why? they did not ſpeak to me; it was to 
a man that ſtood by them. I know not 
who they ſpoke to, replied ſnhe, but they 
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both cla you on the back; both looked Wn 
in your face; both called you my dear, f 
and huſband, and Mr. Oſborn; if theſe are b 


1 


not ſigns enough of their knowledge of 
er, and that it was you they meant, 
know not what is. Oh! I ſhall go diſtract 
ed! have I cohabited all this while with 
other woman's huſband? who perhaps 
more children by you than I have, and ar 
they to inherit what you have, and mine t 
be vagabonds? I can never ſurvive this. 
Madam, replied I, very fternly, / it 

moſt fitting that I ſhould be ſilent, till yo 
are' pleaſed to have finiſhed your raving 
mv doubt ; but pray why this charge upc 

m 
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me? why this. blubbering, and noiſe? — 
you are weary of me, you might have taks 
en a proper time and place to have in- 
formed me of it. Remember, you have 
given me offence, and ſhall repent it. 
By this time, we had ſtopped at my 
id, WI lodgings, i when' ſtepping out myſelf, being 
neareſt to 2 = 1 ere the coachman 
to wait, n paſſed along up ſtairs, 
without taking any notice of her. 1 went 
to my beaureau, took out what caſn I had 
there, and calling for my footman, or- 
dered him down ſtairs with ſeveral ſuits of 
doaths, and my night gown, and was my- 
ſelf following = with full purpoſe never 
more to return: But Fanny, who had pur- 
ſued me up ſtairs, and ſeen what I had 
deen doing, falling upon my neck, en- 
ze off reated me in ſuch. a moving manner, not 
to leave her, that my heart relenting again, 
ordered my cloaths back, and ſent the 
= to my ſtables; having a deſire of 
wh one more night's conſideration be- 
bre I ated; my pillow being the place, 
vbhereon I had brought woſt of _ ſchemes 
o perfection. 
We looked very. ſhy upon ting other til 
ted time ; when Carers, fab imagining that ſhe 
ad me ſafe, claſped me to her, and la- 
luring with the weight that oppreſſed her 
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£1) 1 nately befcetchet me, t 
reveal? eee reg der Tof. Kr. 
1255 fe way ir wet; r 


INE Vet only; 
2 „e deri —. der amn 
ki > that matters were weg t 
ſuch a. — Re That t would be impofffbf 
Nec, Nach coltifeaF then}. .Plntiy,0 Nys 4, 
-firtt-ed gägetl yout” heart tore, 
bo ne LI, 
inded ſuch in 4 Fours; 
but you are not. nere cer ee ee 
for yo has been attended with profi 
expentce; now ſo” long I co & 
poſfible cneans ſupport itt cas I 
1 pr Bolte ii Wera n Ih 
1 own tity Tolly in nota ring youer * 
einer bie 815 doubt ff, Bet 
if had, your prudence would habt reed 
Jour deſires within tet ccpephafs ; Pur fond. 
12 of you, and the luſt : — — 
very wiſh), prged's — Fathfi 
cation, to ty ding: 
lightly: paſſed! by the — hre been 
expended upon you}! :as! uttefb ff fire) 
moment; but when | 
puration to upwards of 15forryturhouſanc 
/ Punt o l not ctaſe to ſt andi uf 

5 Hiſhed at it. ee, et Ben . 
Bon e ig feh-, d 0. 
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informed her of r 

fortune I had with wife; 

O doch che laſt, and what I had with them; 

K* WN e 
V 


44 intner, —_— r 
which was ſo fe — to her, that I could 
"* 15 * it; and theſe ſums Fanny, a” 
I, are to we nt in-eyery de- 
* fire that I could but — you would 
6: frame. And now child, if y ou can but re- 
wy * . 
ad vou, what is left, ſhall be ſtill yours, fo 
1005 "ang as it is mine; but if you rather chooſe © 
ry to provide for yourſelf, I will leave with 
da you all m Away: „and ready money, 
In. nd take by myſelf; for 1 pe 2 
de private, © left my two wives ſhould by 
F r nN 
| ecute 


our woes, 
more torme 
1 — when I — riſing, ſhe 
extracted a promiſe from me, not to de- 

(rt her in x det but to inform her 


where- 
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CH went, that 4s in lie. ſo in 
death haut ee with me. 
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ViRts Ms Incopnita. Sbe relites the 2 
ee 175 and his WIVES. 55 
"His wives ſearch after Tt Goes 1. 
ſettle. at Boſton with — and ber 
children. His Mellin. 1 l 511i n 
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HR night of m y parting with Fanny, 
being Habwberki f was toi meet my 
Xn when 1 was morally: certain; ac- 
cording to cuſtom, of recei vit done hun 
dred pounds, being my monthly allow. 
ace i 1 gave Fanny my purſe Before I 
went out, in which vas about forty- gui- 
veũs, telling her, «hatias-I-ſhould Poflibly 
be ſome few. days before I fixed on àny cer- 
taitr aſylum, F would either write to her 
when 1 Had, or ſee her agam, if 1 ſhould 

not Fx ontone. inn eee 23 110. er 
* may believe it was a heavy parting 
betFoeri us, but cannot eonceive every ex- 

ant action that accompanied it, nor 

am 1 at n capable of deſertbing _ 
en OTIS ut 
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but we $6 teri chair; 4 
ball eb 8 2 © N 


was cori 0 a _ are yy 
After Fj „ Lo aA 
the room; Art 0 our ETA mg 25 as 
ve were both very ſharp pon erg other, 
| in a decent, But jocbſe MONET Þ 2 G 
ory ſays. my, Incpgni Was, 
. aa Have 405 0 Fg 8 


s, dane Pad vary 
meved 


fo de dec ht 5 your hee? Re 
r left om in” Ane Was the 0 53 
was ever beholder!t to' 


_ time, I. Fam fy; 
; "tec 7 that confuſion,” 


e 4 
C ed me. 

th ' Madatn; Teplied I, 125 it 5 be 
0. fair for. you to "have che eng of ſight, 
wo «hilt I temain in che dark thus. Did you 
W. far; che cable chen? I did, ſaid we, 
8 and obſerved, that while two wives were, 
contend Jof the hufband, a third run 
away, win kim; and at that ſhe laughed 
moderately; 1 own, replied I that 1 
had a young lady, a relation, Fe t time 
by the hand 3” but believe your miſtake Sto! 
59 their diſpute about me; "to if' you 
ting ed, there" was another geht! 1.1 d, 
735 me: There was ſo, fays ane 775 aid | 


805 
* with the combatants, as I. myſelf did 155 
not de fue eue. They bork then keel 


but I bat, what! is Mr. Olborn gone? Which 


way 


- Thift left to her back; aways ſhe found 
how it was with you, the ſhould take 


for I mult needs ſay, you ſeemed to 
highly in their eſteem. 212 


Nee 135 1 
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275 75 ren the? Andthat queſtion they would 
Ace have aſked, had the"! gentletingn 
Ne im ther view, and of whom they de- 

eck it: deen the Mr: Oſborn they wert 
N for; but theſe ate no affairs" of 


a only x mind to rally you ug 


"Madam, "ſaid I, What elle might 
e f "for as 1 ws Cut of their 
. 25 ut de ſomewhat ptcfudicial to me. 

; replied ſbe only infiſted that you 
8 en to dem both, and had ſpent 
their  fortimes 1 2 Os 4 
think, the fatteſt . 
teen 8 166858 — wrt: had 


on i it. 


delight, in ſeeing you upon your tras 
Tyburn, whither ſhe Lr nd you, 0 al | 
the little ſhe had left, -would' procure you 

=paſſport. Theſe, faid ſhe, were ſome-6f 
A teens of their atfeftion, amongſt je- 
veral others, that they vented upon you; 


Vn the benefit of this dear cuil, cine 
2 1 bad been undone 5. then joinüng her 
int he laugh ſbe Wüs Carrying on, I cannot 
for my He conceive; ſays I, hat the wo- 


* were both * of? unleſs the ay 


vas, not do truſt myſelf within the 
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took me for ſorne'6thet Man. Tome, come» 
Mr. Oſborn, replied. the, it | den. 
_ they: were, 1 fear, 18 


al-:tcafoni have] joined in t 


I e ee 
=P a 


__ 
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i eden, Fay, * our in, 5 95 
there laſtnight, there could be no. harm 
in it Mays ſhe, for ſurcly- a man may ye 
withobig-owar 'couſing.; Without offence to 
any ab ib hut I haye now done, and ] hope 
van kal nothing ill, that I have ſaid in a 
ſe away; tor: IA aſſure vun Was wal 
wFuheivicw of offending. 
i: The: old lady returning we fell uf 
ether difecurſe, and I heard no more of it; 


dan e ler of my two wives againſt me, 


wavlg nt quit my mind; for though: I 

mattered; nat the tobaccouiſt, yet I had ex- 

the vintner, to 2 the i him 

ſelf, when ſhe ſet upon 4. fl | 
Before I roſe. the ih nary coming 


Incognits gave me a piece of advice; w 


dry: ae e e 25 2 


102 . .MEMOIRS of 
lieve me, ſaid ſhe, by what I heard, they 
will be too many for you. 
It ſeemed to me as if my Incognita had 
foreſeen ſne ſhould hear no more of me; 
for inſtead of the hundred pounds, as J had 
uſually received on the firſt Tueſday in 
every month, ſhe had now ordered me five 
hundred, which was a very opportune ſup- 


ply. in my then preſent condition. 
The news my Incognita had told me, of 
what had happened between my two wives, 
after | had left them, Jay rankling on my 
mind, in all its moſt horrid figures ; neither 
durſt I return to Fanny; or to either of 
them; for as yet my neck was not. brought 
to the temper of an halter. I longed either 
for a full confirmation of their miſchie vgus 
intentions, or to know their diſpoſitio 
towards making it up with me; Hut eculd 
fx on no means to be aſſured of either ; 
neither durſt L apply to them myſelf, pr 
attempt returning to Fanny, leſt they ſhould 
have found my haunt; but ſtill not doubt- 
ing of her affection for me, I retired to a 
bagnio in Covent garden, from whence I 
wrote her a letter, wherein I begged her 
to em  fome. rej | nes, Viera 
ugh apply to each of my wives for tht 
nerf whete I wal” as upon, ſome 
matter of vaſt importance, which muſt 
er T 
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needs be immediately communicated to 
me, and that I would ſend to her the next 


night for an anſwer; for I durſt not cven 


my fears ſat ſo heavy upon me. 

[ was in no diſtruſt of the meſſenger's 
diſcovering my abode to Fanny, having 
been often before (on ſuch occaſions) con- 
firmed in the ſteadineſs of their attach- 
ment to their employer; as none but the 
moſt artful, and ignorant fellows are pro- 
per for ſuch employment. Ignorant, 1 
mean, through artifice, of every thing they 
are n licenced to diſcloſe, for 
as they ſcarce ever move but upon an intrigue, 
they are perfect maſters of their calling. 

Fanny ordered the fellow to wait, and 
then brought him an anſwer to my letter in 


truſt Fanny with the place of my ſecretion, 


writing (he told me); but ſaid, that he 


declined receiving it, aſſuring the lady, 
that as I had only delivered him his meſ- 
ſage in the ſtreet, he never expected to ſee 
me again; till upon her ſtrong ſolicitation, 
he at length took it, with pretence, that 
if by accident I ſhould fall into his way, he 
would deliver it. i? eee 
I vas all impatience to hear what my 
dear Fanny would ſay to me; and having 
diſmiſſed the meſſepger, upon opening it, 
read the following Wworddlas 

NK 11 | F 4 My 


22049) M EMO ERS: gn) 
_ baroggedt vie tls 26 1dr cont 
* ver dar lifes obe od Ilia 11 
HE; -Gitreſs vyqur abſenee bath given 
me, (bei ke agree la, 

Ras Sobaſſon 1of it) is iĩnconvelvable: 
Nor was it capable of aggravation, but from 
a ſet of the vileſt looking fellows upon earth, 
breaking into my chamber y ay morn- 
ing. whilſt I was in ded; vhoſe rodeneſs and 
violence in ſearch of you were intolerable, 
The poor children not to mention myſoif, 
were reduced to a ſtare of ſtupefaction, ex- 
pecting to be murdered every moment, 
nor are either of us yet re- inſtated in our 
Friſtine compoſure. There was one fellow 
amongſt them (1 preſume their leader) who 
was ſo impertinent, as to run his arm into 
my bed, and but with difficulty, was re- 
trained from ſtripping off the cloaths to 
find you. He ſtormed, and ſwore that he 

was fatisfied you was in the houſe; but if 
not, and you was alive, he would have 
_ you;=though he purſued you round the 
Whole globe. In this condition, my dear, 
is your loving Fanny: but how kind had 
— been, to have let me know where I could 
bave ſeen you; for: ſurely, if you can't 
Takin, u muſt be without à true vc 

I: ſhall ſend as you: deſire, 6 

Gone — craues your wives 2 but 


58 
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from what has already happened, believe 
it will be produdtive'6f fd. Let me 
on my knees entteat you; my deat,” to ſig- 
nify. where you are, by the you 


od me to- morrow, or I ſhalt go diſtract- 
ed. ere ee F. K. 


ae beg bee [45:35 5% ' - than » 
I was now but too certain, what effect 
her meſſage to my wives would have; and 
relinquiſhing all further proſpect of advan- 
tage from my Incognita, and the hopes of 
continuing about town, I projected a tour 
into the country, at ſome ſuch diſtance, 
as might render me uhſuſpected, and eaſy; 
but then Fanny was not to be left behind 
and ſix ehildren were an heavy burthen, to 
2 man whoſe heart was already overflowing, 
vith other cares 
There was but little owing for my lodgs 
ing. and · no great matter due to ſervants; 
ind as E had effects of conſiderable value 
there; I, by the meſſenger 1 ſent to Fanny; 
ic night, wrote her orders, to ſell every 
thing, e ſome broker? pay the lodging 
ad fervants off, and for herſelf and chil- 
gten; to come the next night to the Boſton 
ſage· e h in Alderſgate- ſtreet, to ſet 
bit Wich at-the following morning, when Þ 
yould: Meet her at Ware, and procesck for? 
the ren, thagauroey, vinh hero c 
mei! Fs aſſured 
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sGured her, I.: hag beſpoke che., whole 
coach; and 2 iq aited to carry 
me to Ware that upon che return of 
her anſw er, from which L was. but too po- 
fitive, I ſhould: meet with dal encourage 
ment for altering my reſolution. |: -/1 
She ſent me word in return, to proceed 
with all; expedition; and that, having axe- 
cuted my commands, ſhe be with 
me at the time appointed | (11 
I had no ſooner ſettled . 
I beſpoke a chariot for next morning, and 
—— day-light, ſet out for Waxe,, where 
{ arrived. by. ckeven; o'clock, ſent hack the 
chariot, and lodged, that night at che 
crown. Having the whole evening befont 
me, I could not but reflect on mankind in 
general, and particularly on: the; tranſ⸗ 
actions of my,gwn paſt life; under what 
2 charming proſpect Nb Sell, {er out 
in ity the advantages I had had to improve 
my faculties, and my on ſtrenuous ap- 
plication of theſe advantages ; what a ſcene 
of woe the. neglect of my father s properly 
depoſiting his Will, had kanne ere me tos 
my ſurpriſing elevation from that: le ebby 
by the chaſt love (as l might call it) of my iu 
cognita ; the calamity L had brought upon 
the 'draper* 8 2 my decęitful . progreſs 
wo __ firſt wife, _ win of my two 
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pteſent; with „ 
own future Hopes, and the deſtruction of 


Fauny, and her children: And all this, 


ſays J, before I am thirty ears of age. 
-Whar axtekuge-of woe vel let in upon 
myſelf ! ſays Iz and what arſcene of:rvid- 
lainy, and hypocriſy have I ran througb 
and yet without any natural inclination, ur 
ediſpoſition to vice; which hath evor 
en, and till is utterly abhorrent from my 
conſtitution, and: ferious inclination; what. 
then can have ſpurred me on, not only to 
the ruin of others, but to che ſubjecting uf 
myſelf to the ignominy of the gallows, 
from which I am now flying with ſuch har- 
rour and —— bur ee di- 
ſtracts me! 08 {21 kh 
O Farmy, my heart's delight, chou haſt 
undone'me ! But is there no retraction! No 
8 No. The myſtery of iniquity is ſo 
ble at firſt 2 that men diſ- 
. not its deformity, till they art ſo em- 
tangled in its proceſs, that the danger uf 
an eſcape becomes too conſiderable tu be 
attempted | What had I to do with: — 
at the expence of her family's. 
her ow]n honour! at a time t — 
was under the ſtricteſt — of co 
ſtancy to myi Indognita! Nor had: 
__ my amour 3 W 
the 
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e and death. 4D mY . 
O that 1 had Rand da in thee, 
R 
own ty 
oe ber | me with, inſnared me into me; 
thads of diſpoſing it; and #he receſs from 
thee, afforded me an opportunity for it. 
bake x hong th — 
e t — ters 
| to have linked me 18 
F pl at 8 2 
— now ant remaining: | 
i. amazing ſhame confounds not, and ap 
pals each taſte of future wiſhed <njoyment 
— re s what face can I, on 
| hergrofore,. claſp in my ng arms thy 
{nowy breaſt, from — — mar 


ee 2 thou haſt eb bee 
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wit A h mes 
hrks ut I 
but why this doubrof that feanſtthor, fond 
res Un behold ſixehildreny: bleseing their 
ſuiuts into y onde? tare? fbr food, For 
niment;”-ank? — mover at füeh 'if 
e Thoo:muft be ſtohe t endure the 
nck of this; and not complam: TO Wm 
then wilr thou feele t To me ſ te me — 
ale to redrefs thy we, oer preſt my 
with decuple both of iy Ow 
adthy calamityliꝰꝰ o Toy the a 
O had I died, when firſt*my-perjur'd' 
ſutn (regard leſs of the double claim that 
ny Incognita, and Fanny both had to ke)? 
nate me the country 8 Ne 
mocents had then ſuffered for my fake 
fanny in all —.— lity (myſelf being un 
able to have ed her) been a ne. 
Keved by her Er laber and BY Inc 
a would not have had the me hangs 
giinſt' mes as now ſhe has. My" 
o 5 fortune had gane in its 
annel,' and all had 
ler: A fortune raiſed by rapine caniidt laſt; 
twants the bleſſing to be . But 
v ſupport my former affluence; could no- 
ling leſs than two deluded women be fa: 
nlced at one, to gratify met With w he 
* What L wanted 'noty' an 2 


well in vPro, | 


me to a reaſonable creature. 


— * ſailing in the yielding ſtreams of pes. 
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that made me miſenable in its conſump 
tion :. Terz while the world woulch lad 
could my frame have endured, obtain 
freſh: acqueſts, by any means, though ene 
ſo vile, I fear my erimes had mi 
to millions, ere one thought had bern 
+ caſt back wards, to produce reflection; for 
that, and only that, could have reduce 


Alas! alas! how far is cht lend of 


ſure, (no ruffled ſea to raiſe a dread of 
ſhipwreck) and pompous pride, the veſſe 
Imoothly glides with eaſy pace, her paſ- 
ſengers ſerene, in ſportive ſmiles e 
the ſweet conveyance: But let the 
his ſable curtain ſpread, big with Ampel 
eviry paſſion ſtirs; death; "wrinkled death 
gapes fore and aft, the veſſel; -diſmay's 
with fear, and labouring with anguith 
All's loſt, - they cry; and for the laſt rrſor 
fly to. that quondam ſtranger, provider 
for ſuceour, when 1 3 
reach of human remelů 7px 
This, this is now my. — mad Jon 
would-life up my thoughits to that 
obſerver: of all things, as in old times 
when firſt my mother taught me to 
that the gifts of fortune are not ours, on 


on 88 us riot in excels; but to be 0 
ployce 


CHAR RB ISTQTEARIME/7; guilt 
ary in e an __ 2 man- 
a | them, was; ra- 
f 8 Bee but All. is 
lint SAY „Bor can. I look on my de- 
ſerted xx W in abhorremce of the arm 
that. da | . 
| PBS day J bptougdt. f Davy: and. her 
thldren'z but now their nomber ſhocked 
me: For in the way of life char I was io, 
Wholly upon the ſpend, without any means 
plenty the ſtore, I was ſenſible it 
would ſoon be reduced to nothing · Os 
wer, Fanny being ſomewhat 3 date Apel at ſight 
ome again, I for a while, 
on that had poſſeſſed me, and pipes 1 
2 e was * e d oye 70 
infor w ſhe 
1 5 and, the a ms | 
n hundred vengy. poungs ( dex the 
none. 1 bad, lets _— 10 Kha ;cloaripg 
wr.lodgings and ſervants; and 
ted, aid I, from TR an yo 
narrear, (Gr I durſt. not hint at my Incogy 
ta); 15 —.— e is. e 
wg in ſome frugal way, t 
ln 900 115 to Wes Bl PE 
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: eg of his unbe- brothers at 12 
Flies.” b Popped” at b 8 
eee 7 7 70 t 
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-Shatl not te 

oeccurrences of the e — 1 
um, that we arrived aft ut Boten; jet 
having lain at an inn ſome few | 
_— took oh —_ houſe = 
pounds a year, which ha to 
a cloſe Wels to it, * ced me, in 
Mort time, to 2 for I muſt & 
that the indolent way of: life-T'was io, E 
no means agreed with my conſtitution. W. 
drilted on two years, or thereabouts, here 
and though we had by er 
extravagant in our e yg c 
— much 'above: ——— Serge 
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he 


cines, E,, erg 
- — — from his horſe, but my 


| 7 Mo the 8 and rein 5 AX 


to the fire, Hep at, my clbow. 
| thought, | cop le me v 
neh; a a ſudden, ſtepping forward, 
muſt go and fpeak to the hoſtler, lags he, 
out my horſe ; and went out. 
le ene at once into my head, chat he 
eis gone of a conſtable to fecure me; ſo 
„ eying for half a pint ef wine, I then had 
before me, I . d out at the back-door, 
eent home, ſaddled my horſe, and —.— 
s more time than to tell Fanny, that m 
formiMWnife's brother was at the inn, away I 
dent my ie without ane oppags or even 
Df Te ind me, till I came to Man 


4 hore an hour: 8 
| | thad-adfoogcr trotted int be inal, 
nd 7 av hoſtler) delivered him my 
byiorſe, bur I enquired for my lodging; anti 
ni conducted to it by the waiter, whom 
[had ordered to bring me a glaſs of wine. 
t Ea. but before he could return. 
at or ten fellaws entering my roomy 
1 me, and inſiſted on my going be⸗ 
7 ———— 

guilry imm point- 
my accuſers, TGd or gde at chat 
oppo- 


e er > 
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8 which had I known myſ 
perfodily a innocent I ſhould have done ; 
I very readily aroſe, and 'permittet 
myſelf to be uſhered in before his workhij 
] heard not one word of my accuſation 
the way; but being fully perſuaded that 
was my Wife's Uh who had ſet me, 
gave myſelf up for a dead man, 

The firſt word that his worthip faid t 
me was; So, Sir, now I think we hay 
caught you, and ſhall put an end to yo 
Progreſs. I was juſt about to ſubmit m 
ſelf, and as a gentleman to beg all the | 
-vourable treatment the nature of confin 
ment would admit of; when, where is t 

gentleman that was robbed, ſays his wo 
ſhip? Why don't he appear, and give 
formation againſt this highwayman? 
heart danced within me at theſe. word 
and no man ever exulted more at bei 
made am aldermam; than I did, that I 
taken for no other than a highwayman. 
May it pleaſe your worſhip, ſaid I, it 
| 5 ſix minutes fi Ince I alighted at an! 
hard by, from off a ae z but for wi 
intent or purpoſe . I have been riotouſ 
- halled, hither before-you, 1 am as much 
N as the child unborn; '- - / 
Innocent l no ddubt, ſaid hi «warſhip: 
,Lnever had a fella before me yet, that 


"Wn $4 
& 4 
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to; if his own word might have been 


4 ken; but come, where is the gentleman? 1 
er wait here all night; why his mittimus 
ot have been ſigned by this time. Where 


he? Let him come forward. 

Pray Sir, replied I, for whom is this 
ittimus to: be made that. you are ſpeaking 
Here, clerk, days he, take down his 
me; What? do you take me for a con- 


A , to tell you who it is for, before I 
ven your name ?, I was then aſked by 
A i derk, with an audible voice, what my 
eus: J anſwerrd. John Jones. John 
6 6111 ſhid tlie. juſtice Imiling, why 
. jp the fellows: that are committed in our 


ty in ca / year, are either Smiths or 
06583 2 very ready name; but hanging- 
uſpicious,:1'U prmiſe hu. 
By this time, the perſon Who ihad been 
bed appeared, with a vaſt poſſe Alter 


1 Si, fayz; the: juſtice, is a magiſtrate 


\ duty, 0 wait your leiſure, till you 
an i 2gainft this man? The. gentleman 


locking me io the face, I have no- 
g to ſay againſt him, replied he. What? 
Lus worſhip,. have not you been robbed? 
lis ndt this the man that committed it? 
p ” RN it was quite another 
| of a perſon, both in face, and _ 

0 8 WW 
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whit was he brought before me for,! 
Ate this, the hoſtler ſtepping forytand, be 
ed the juſticeꝰs pardonyi.anth waineigi 
ſaid, that the repart of tha robberynbmi 
zuſt then into the inn and m houſe bei 
almoſt in a foam, he had a drew ſuſpi 
on that it was me 0 had dor: it.. N 
he had no intent of taking me up, till 
had enquired further: but that Mentibm 
it in the kitchen, fore;cauntrny fr hots 
faxced into my room, q andn brafght; 
His worſhip then obſerving meitolookh 
a gentleman (as he pleaſed tocteltanr).la 
he was very ſorry he had not: uſed m 


not ated ia thotighi dig ;OTCANOT 
che inconvenience 1 ad ſuffdred hy 
peſtraint.. % bt bag 0! 
A made my compliments: to the juſſi 
. and party robbed, and aſſured themuit 
it was my opiaion, the men had dont 
hat became ere bet 
one innocent perfor. ber put tcqu 
ing himſelf, than that a:;guilty one the! 
eſcape. So taking my leave of the juſ 
the plundered gentleman and, fpenty 
evening together at my inn, very. 
fads, ; pic l ps 
3d a Dig | 5 1192005 36972 If 
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[ſet out early the next m croſſing 
country to Leck,; where I dined, and 
night lay at Cheſter; but though I Was 
mabove an hundred miles from my fa- 
j, yet I could not avoid myſelf; my. 
xe. could never teturn till 1 was a new 
in and all my difficulties removed. That 
ne ſeemed to be at a great diſtance ; but 
al had ſet out fo unptovided for a jour- 
ori had not been a week at Cheſter, 
eIdecame apprehenſive: that my re- 
g caſh; would not ſupport me home 
i dos Thal tather to have dined upon 
in a foreſt; than not have behaved 
e inn W e to) nor 
| wa m with a 
7 le r $a undetermined in 
Þ and God 1 wap to take; or whither 

my 
1 n had moons my 


© had caſts 'me thirteen 


woht two more, and a 


r bow tbehmur than myſelf; 
quented all 8 but. 


eee eee 2 


er 


rſon free at Cheſter; 


Tete a ar bote tor tuen ray 
4— a 
ag yet had — — ——.— e 1 

os z 


lig then in privat lodgings, 2 
y but dieted -- A ho man knew. 
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benerdmbip-x for though lie cn . a vt 
freſh ſuperfine cloth cork, | atid Bresche 
yet my waiſtcoat, (which was an old bla 
velvet one) was very mueh 4 befo 
and made; but u feutvy Appen 
which reaſon, having: pteebtsdſt 12 
ſhowy gold lace, at An ef/ fare edpcd 
withrhat,and hen eur avery tole ablefigu 
My latidlady, who bac deen bred a ge 
tle woman; But was then under aA 
through the! waſteful diſyoſietory of h er! 
huſband i w,˖as as polite u WG me 
were, with De Ind tive t of ber 
or | good hum ur y und“ ks TWäs ſenfible 
muſt ſoon have ovcafior/ #6" benefit yt 
by the latter, E'was more than ordina 
teſpectful to: her; and always? though 1 
Rad ſeveral ladies bodftlers In! che Fool 
gu" the grenteſt deference't& er] and 
went for a gentleman WG-2 Jobi 
out for a purchaſe of two or three hithdr 
a. Fear in the country in n order to ſettle 
thoſe parts, (for I had made it wy” 
re de particularly inquifitive, in al 
panies, after ſomewhat tfiax would ſui 
and'a youtg g widowet, I believe me mn 
but little doubt that ſhe ſhould cat 
It was now, more than ever, my dale 
to keep that K pirit warm in her; i 
ing babe wende in ber oft 0 
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t payment, (it being uſual for others: to 
yy every Saturday night) I was telling her 
it 1 muſt ſend to London for bills, or I 
huld be run a- ground. I have been out, 
Al, in ſearch of A ty rate firuation' 
te fix months, travelling through ſeveral 
| the northern and weſteryi counties; but 
me not met with any place yet, fo delight- 
as Cheſter ; and think it very hard, that 
wherever I diſliked the place, I might 
Ire been accommodated with ſeats, and 
"WS eſtate abeut them; fo in this, which 
ui more reaſons tban one, 1 ſhould chooſe 
ür at, and which has ſuch: inducements 
my ſtay, that I cannot decline, I ſhould 
table to meet with no ſuch thing, gives 


5 ee 

80 de told me; * ſhe did not doubt, but that 
1 i little time T ſhould hear of ſome what 
mr by liking 3, for that eſtates were daily 
arne hands, from one to another, in the 
a bourhood; but that I need be under 


concern in her houſe, or in any haſte for 
lttances, for that I was intirely free, 
D 
) ſweet lady, ſays I, that word has a 
ing ſound to my ears; left it, did you 
No, I muſt leave that and life toge- 
if I can't prevail on you to quit it at 
Flame time. In ſhort, widow, ſays I. 


you 
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You have ſtolen my heart, and I have n 
power to leave you, or ſtir from. this plac 
till you will make me happy with you in 
better. I purpoſe to bu eee ) 
dred pounds a year, or four hundred, if 
ſhould fo happen that it me; a 
then poſſeſſing that, and „What furthe in 
viſh can any man have in this world? 
The widow now began to think her b 

ſineſs as good as done, and J could plain 
diſcover ever after, fuch a-vein of cheart 
neſs accompany all her behaviour to me 
ſhe was urable to hide ; for from that tim 
J kept equal pace between my courtſhi 
and ſearch for an eſtate; nor was the wi” 
dow deficient ia her enquiries, wherevol 
ſhe came; and before a year was expire 
| . Spualta honour 8 
ity pounds, to prevent me the 
of remittances ff —f London. 

| My heart could nr this while 
you may 1magine) without pen le 
tions on 8 and my children; 
what gave me a very ſenſible ſatisfact 
on their account was, that about this * 
being viſiting one day, where a young 
was, who lately came from Bolton; 2 2 
of the company were admiring her he 
gear, both for the elegance of the tal 
and excellency of the workmanſhip: Up 
£2510 WO 
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their: enquiry where ſhe had dt. ſhe replied, 


thar: ſhe bought it of on Mrs. | 
i Boſton, - ” Milliner, b JB 575 
I ix foes has, One. ee ae 


n England but poor woman, added ſhes 
ſhe ue e ace 45 9 — 


e 


om all ran oe eing entry, A 
ne ire very well by it, 1 don't doubt. 
im bad gone by the name: e ever 
Ice my arrival at. Chgfter; but the ſound 
my proper appellation, and. th, applica- 
e of it 1a-Fappyatogs, ro hte iu 
pin of refieQions, no; Wag proper: to be 
bo ulged -in company 3 for W Mich reaſon 1 
cul ſnirew candefete th <P 5 
Having it from ſuc good bands, that 
EN was ſo well ſettled, 1 declined fur- 
er in his returning. to ber, as I be- 
* intend, and enlarged my views, to 
e other enterptizes. 
here! was a young lady, who lived 
gt ſeven miles from Cheſterg whoſe 
so ndmother being lately dead, bad FE | 
r near five thouſand, pounds; and ſhe 
tallng one with whom I bad; danced, a 
17 gained: ſome. aui Cue 
cm y 5 
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ſembly ; I reſolved to make a bold ſtroke, 
and attempt to marry her; for ſhe was not n 
above nineteen, and entirely miſtreſs. of her- Ml 0 
ſelf : but then (though I had been exceed. Ml :: 
ing cautious in the uſe of them) my cloatiu Ml » 
made but a very bad ſhew, and if { ſhould WM 1: 
in my firſt viſit give her a diſtaſte to me, Ml « 
all that I could ever do afterwards (I vas « 
afraid) might never recover it. 

It was impoſſible to new rig myſelf from 
nothing; for that was my preſent ſtock; 
and where to ſeek for a 0 I could not 
imagine, 1 drained my widow land- 
lady, till I got above fifty pounds i 
her books, above my lodging, and board 
Finding I ſay that no more could ariſe fro 
thence 3 my dear widow, ſays I, the love 
of you, and your civilities, having relaxed 
all thoughts of my own concerns in Lon 
don, I am thinking to make a journey thi 
ther, to receive the dividends, and interell 
of my moneys in the publick funds; and 
as I am a lover of riding, it will be a prett 
amuſement for me, for a fortnight, or thre 
weeks; now in the mean time, if you ſhould 
hear of a proper purchaſe, inform yourſe 
of its conditions, and let me have a lin 
from you, directed to Tom's coffee-ho 
in Cornhill; that before, my return, I mi 
order my moneys accordingly. ? 10 


a 1 


CHARLES Os30KmN, Eq; 123 
The widow ſeemed very loth to part with 
me, but however muſt acquieſce to the ne- 
ceſſity of my wen TR _ e 
uired my preſence; ſo ſupplying me 
with two guineas, ſhe had received for the 
laſt week's board of her lodgers, I hired 
one of the beſt horſes I could get, and fer 
out upon my journey. | 


F 


CHAP. N. 


Reſolves for the highway. Robs à coach. 
Eſcapes. His booty. His dream. Rai ſes 
money. Seeks after bis wives, + 


Purſued the London road, till I came 
within few miles of Stafford; when 1 
turned to my right, with intent ta lie a 
night or two there, and fully reſolve with 
myſelf, what courſe I ſhould take next; 
for as yet I was divided between Fanny, 
ad my Incognita, From Fanny I had 
hopes of a ſmall ſupply, and then of finding 
an early pretence for quitting her again; 
and if my old conductreſs was but ſtill liv- 
ng, I was not without ſome hopes from 
my lacognita; but 3 I could come fairly 

2 to 
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to a reſolution upon either, the thoughts of 
Fanny's having veſted: all her caſh in her 
ſhop, and the dread of falling into my 
wife's hands at London, abſolutely broke 
all connexion of my projects, and I fell up- 
on the bold reſolve of the highway 
Why, ſaid 1, do I linger! why do I he- 
ſitate! money may be. gotten there, and 
money I cannot live withcut. It I paſs to 
London, ſhould I be taken, I die; nor can 
T but die for a robbery. I have a good 
horſe under me, nor will I be ſeized alive; 
at worlt it is but ſhooting myſelf, if too 
ſeverely preſſed; hence then every other: 
thought] be this my ſtandard! 
I. had now wrought myſelf to ſuch a 


pitch, that longed to be in action; I pur- 


chaſed a pair of old piſtols, made me ſome 
balls, and procuring a ſmall horn of pow- 
der, eſteemed myſelf equipped for my new 
employment, and longed to be exerciſing 
my hand in my aſſumed profeſſion, I had 
calculated to an hair how I would behave; 
both for the onſet, action, and retreat; 
and had ſo ſchemed it over in my on 
faney, that I began to think there was no- 
thing in it of difficulty, or even danger, 
to a mind reſolved, and couragious. 
The evening before my intended ſally, 
there arri ed at my — a coach and _ 
©3 — wit 
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with a gentleman, lady, and a ſervant maid 
in it; and three footmen on horſeback, 
mounted to my thinking on coach horſes. 
| had obſerved them very narrowly, and 
could eſteem them no leſs than perſons of 
the firſt figure, having every thing ſo gen- 
tee] about them; when perceiving the lady, 
as ſhe aroſe to alight, take ſomewhat from 
behind the cuſhion where ſhe ſat, and 
wrapping it up in her handkerchief, bring it 
in with her; a ſudden thought ſeized me, 
that whatever it was ſhe had been ſo care- 
ful of, it muſt needs be of ſufficient value 
for me to venture at; and accordingly I 
Letermined, at all hazards, to make it my 
a on, or die in the attempt. Here are three 
—ſervants on horſeback, ſays I; but if 1 
e point my piſtol to the lady's breaſt, ſwear- 
Ing boldly I will that inſtant fire, if her 


vw WW huſband does not order them to retreat; 
g be will undoubtedly, to preſerve her being, 
d Wl engage him on my fide; when 3 
„ poſſeſſed myſelf of this treaſure, I will 
gnake the beſt of my way out of their reach; 
n ' bor their heavy beaſts will never be able to 
- WH overtake me. he eee 
F, This thought, neither ſleeping or wak+ 
Ing., ever once quitted my head all night; 
7, end the coach had no ſooner left the-mn, 
ban I was prepared To following d 
3 : 220 > 


man's ſide of the coach, I told them, cheit 
About them, and eſpecially what the lady 
had depoſited behind her ſeat; (for I had 
f ver when ſhe ſat out) the gentleman with 
* ut 

| Fase and watch ; but the lady beginning 


produce a brace of balls in her body, ſhe 
rea 


pearl cabinet, about the ſize of a penny loaf. 
Il Vas ftowing it in the looſe pocket of 
- wy great coat, hen the heads of the horſe- 


1 kept at a diſtance till a proper opportu 


I followed a good while withbt E "YR 


eaſt proſpect of ſucceſs ; when it being 
very uſty, and the wind in their faces; 
upon entering Cannoek wood, the three 


fervants ſtopped to drink at a little ale-houſe, 


while the coach bowled on at a great rate. 
I took then my opportunity of coming up 
with them, juſt as the eoach had ſunk into 
a hollow; and being out of fight of the 
horſemen, I commanded the coachman'to 
ſtop, or I would ſhoot him from his box: 


he d me, and being on the gentle- 
lives depended upon the diſpatch they made 
in delivermg to me all they had of.wakie 
vbſerved that ſhe had ſtowed it in the ſame 

Night reluftance produced to me his 


to heſitate, upon my ſwearing that another 
word in contradiction to my demand, would 


hed over to me, a little mother-of- 


men 


Togo yg PR „ TV 


one tall — hedge z and the 
E500} - 4 
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men appeared over the top of the hill, 
about two hundred yards behind PR, On 
the firſt ſight of them, clapping ſpurs to my 
horſe, I gained the next hill, and fled with 
the utmoſt celerity. Upon looking abeut, 
| perecived they were all after me, and to 
my thinking, one of them had conſidera- 
bly gained upon me; upon which I redoubled 
my efforts, till in about a mile's courſe, I 


eſpied two horſemen meeting us, which 
caſt me into a violent commotion; but not 


thinkgþg; it ſafe, to ſtand the attack both 
and before at once, I made a puſh 
to the left, which drawing my purſuer 
only after me, I by that means avoided. 


the help that the ſtrangers might have af- 


forded him. We had both of us kept to 
our top ſpeed at leaſt three miles, and my 
horſe beginning to flag, he gained ground 
ſo faſt upon me, that deſerting the com- 
mon, I attempted a lane, in order, if poſ- 
fible, to get into the incloſures; where by 
quitting my horſe, (for I was very light of 
foot) 1 might have ſuch further chance as 
my legs would now afford me. Every 
unluckily happened, that I had choſen out 
the moſt unpromiſing ſpot in the world for 
my purpoſe; for there was neither gap, 
gate, or ſtile all the way, or any thing but 
honſe- 


path 


: path was ſo peſtered with looſe ſtones, that 
my beaſt could ſcarce ſtand. _ 


11 My purſuer was within a horſe length of 


me, when expecting every moment to be 
ſeized, I fired off a piſtol at him, under my 


arm; but without the deſired effect: At 


which Inſtant, my horſe droping under me, 


his, which was alſo upon, full . ſpeed, fel 
over mine, and me, canting his rider with 


"His head full into the hedge. His horſe 
riſing beyond mine, I who had firſt reco- 


vered my feet, mounted him, and rode off 


as faſt as his legs could carry me, leaving 
him mine, behind; but in what condition 
1 czn' ſay, for 1 neyer ſaw either him, or 
Wy pirſver ee e e 

My fear ſtill winging me for flight, 
though (as 1 could hear no one after me) I 
did not then keep on the ſpeed that I had 
hitherto made; yet I proceeded, at ſuch a 
rate as my horſe would ſuffer me; and 
upon my diſmiſſion from the lane, ſtill 
bearing away further to the left, 1 found 
myſelf in thè city of Derby by noon; and 
before night, I put into a little town to the 
right of Nottingham, where I took up my 
lodging; but having lain under the ſuſpi- 
cion of a highwayman, when I was not | 
reſolved to ayoid it as much as poſſible, now 
1 actually was ſo; and for that reaſon 
7 21 brought 


* 


little diſtance from my inn. 
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brought in my horſe very cool, having 
rubbed him over beneath a. hedge, at 4 
| Surely, no man, - equally ſuffering with 
myſelf, for ſuch a fa& as I had committed, 
would ever be guilty of another; nor could 
{ poſſibly reconcile to myſelf, either what 
I had done, how I could have attempted 
it, or the bare ſurmiſe of my ever being 
able to ſecond it; for never' was any poor 
ſoul, the night before certain executions 
attended with horrour, in ſuch frightful 
ſhapes as I was. I ſtarted in my ſleep, 
and though 1 even awaked myſelf tho- 
roughly by it, could not ſuppreſs the ima- 
gination of thouſands of 1 about my 
bed, in divers forms, preparing to torment 
me. I aroſe, when though all was dark 
around me; I viſibly to my thinking, ſaw | 
ghaſtly creatures, grinding their jaws to 
tear me to pieces. In ſhort. I would not 
have paſſed ſuch another night, (for I could 
never bring myſelf to lie in. the dark after- 
wards) to have gained the Indies. "4 

So ſoon as I was ſettled in my chamber, 
lexamined what profit the hazard I had run 
had produced; when the firſt thing that I 
brought to account was, the gold watch, 
with two ſeals of the ſame metal. I then 
took out the purſe, in which was thirtys 

G 5 two 


230 MEMOTRS: of 1: 


travagance of pain was; that I 'hadno.poſ; 
fible- way of — it, but what I feared 


Arne 


2 


oved ineffectual, 1 foroed a very thick 
ife into the joint of the lid, and by 
driving it ſtill forward, broke the lock, in- 
deed, but preſerved the inlaying intire. 
I was ſo amazed at the contents, that I 
pitied the lady who had loſt it; nor could 
Jof a ſudden, tell what ſtep was moſt pro- 
e to be taken in it; but a ſhort recol- 
ction engaged me to make for London, 
fo ſoon as I could be ready in the morning, 
and I reached Holborn before I ſlept at 
night; for leaving my horſe at Melton, l 
took poſt, never making further enquiry 
after the beaſt again, leſt he ſhould betray 
ane. | f 3 
1 ſhall now inform my reader, what were 
the contents of my little caſket. There 
were ſeven fingle thouſand pound bank- 
notes. Fifteeen ſingle hundred pound In- 
dia, and. the like number of South-Sea 
bends; but what grieved me moſt of all 
©2775 = Was, 
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was, that ſave a few trinkets, and a pearl 
necklace, the remaining contents were 
made up only of letters, in the moſt paſ- 
forte ſtile from a gentieman to his miſtreſs; 
kom which I could trace à courtſhip from 
its foundation, till the enamoured ſpark 
fiohed with impatience for her TE to 
town, and their happy union, which by 
them was fixed for the eigliteenthof Auguſt; 
the day I took them being the eleventh of 
the fame month. © 

I went to bed in half an hour after my ar- 
rival at the Black-Bull; but my brain (tho? 
| was much fatigued with my journey) was 
too full to ſuffer my en to ſlumber; till 
towards morning; when forgetting my- 
ſelf, me thought, I had been charged with 
this robbery, taken up, and had juſt re- 
ceived ſentence of death. = ; 

' Iremember to have heard of agentleman, 
who by all the circumſtances, and broken 
ſKetches, that his bedfellow could collect 
from his words, and behaviour, was under 
condemnation in his ſleep. He lamented 
his fate to ſuch little purpoſe, that by his. 
climbing motion, his chum apprehended 
him to be aſcending the ladder, for execu- 
tion; when after mumbling to himſelf ſome- 


what for a ſhort ſpace, which his co 
nion took to be his 12 he ferchet! 
tl "es A 
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aà deep ſigh; and ſtretch'd himſelf out. 
His bedfellow then ſuſpecting, that he muſt 
have, conceived great imaginary torture in 
his B awaken him; but 
he was P 
No from the dream I then had, I doubt 
not, but that if my good genius had not 
rauſed me, (for K then proceeding to 
execution) I myſelf. had periſhed in the 
ſame 8 but as it was, I felt 
myſelf in ſuch an inconceivable agony, (my 
bed being almoſt wet through with the 
ſweat J had been in) and my heart was under 
ſuch a palpitation, that it was not without 
the utmoſt difficulty, that 1 could com- 
-poſe myſelf for riſing. 

I could endure my bed no longer after 
this, and having a candle in my chimney, 
1 dreſt myſelf, cleared the houſe, and 
ranged from. caffee-houſe to coffee-houſe, 
till the Bank was open, and buſineſs ſtirring 
oO x Aa ervar 

I believe, I was one of the firſt who en- 
tered the bank that morning ; but was fear- 
ful of producing all my notes at once, left 
J ſhould be ſuſpected : I therefore procured 
payment of two only, and in half an hour 
more of three: About an hour after which, 
(for I had diſpoſed of all my bonds in the 
mean time) I was returning for the remain- 

| ing 


CHARLES OsBoRN, Eſq; 133 
ng two thouſand pounds; when acciden- 
ally I overheard one gentleman ſaying to 
another, as they came out from the office, 
there have been five of them received this 
morning, before the bank had notice of it, 
and no doubt, but the other two will come 
preſently. This hitting ſo pat to my caſe, 
and being all ſuſpicion, I turned about, 
and followed them a few paces. Says one 
of them to one meeting them, Have you 


1y WH heard the news? What news ſaid the other? 
he Of a robbery, replied the firſt, in Stafford- 
er WM ſhire, on Tueſday, of ſeven thouſand pounds 
ut Bank notes; five of which have been received 
n- WM this morning, before orders arrived to ſtop. 


payment. : 
er WF | had now heard ſufficient to cauſe the 
y, Wiiceſt circumſpection in me; fo hurry- 
nd Wing through the paſſage into Cornhill, 
ſe, WI! ſtept into a coach, bidding him drive 
ing eo Monmouth-ftreetz and pulling up the 
ſhutters, I alighted at the ſeven dials, be- 
en- ¶ ore the news (but juſt arrived at the bank) 


ar- could have well reached that quarter. 

left Here I equipped, myſelf out in an ex- 
red {Wiuiite raſte, leaving my old cloaths behind 
our {Wnetill called for; and in half an hour more, 
ch, WW had changed my light wig, into a very 
the {ak grizzle, ſupplied myſelf with ſhoes, / 


nd hat, and became fearleſs of every on 


but 
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ur a long time, Ohl ſays I, had it beem 
hut the vintner! what an happy dog had L 
ral chat creature I could have managed. 
ad made tractable; but the devil himſelf 
wuld I have any peace, till I had diſco- 
ned what way ſhe too was diſpoſed of. 
&; length, being in the city one day, I 
kent a porter, to inquire at the tavern ſne 
hd kept when I married her, with ſtrick 


ders, only to ſay he came from a lady, 
ta place I — to him, in caſe it ſhould, 
uppen to be demanded who ſent him; 
And I promiſed him a crown for his. trou- 
e, if he behaved to my mind in it. 
Before he could be returned, I had 
janted myſelf. at a coffee-houſe window, 
mich commanded the tavern I had ſent 
Im from; that in caſe of the worſt, I might 
t be ſurprized. I ſaw the fellow return, 
ut then he had been longer gone than I 
bought he would ; yet entering the tavern 
one, and then coming and ſtaring about 
the door for mez after watching him ſome 
me, and obſerving that nobody joined 
im; when he began to move off, I fol- 
wed him, So, honeſt friend, ſaid I, have 
ju performed your errand? Yes maſter, 
Wc rs went; but no one knew what 
become of her; till I happening 50 


_aſla brother porter at the door, he tok 
me, that ſhe had been two years confine 
in Bedlam, and was then, with a relation it 
Covent-Garden. Well, I went thither, Si 
faid he, and aſked the maid who openec 
the door to me, if ſne knew Mrs. Oſborn 
but while the wench was giving me an an 
ſwer, out ſteps a very maſculine womat 
from the parlour ; who's that, fays th 
that wants me? I told her as you bid me 
where I came from; Þ11* be - curſed, faid 
ſhe, if this fellow don't come from Charle 
Oſborn. She then laid hold of me by the 
collar; you dog, ſaid ſhe, I'll cut you 
throat, and give your carcaſs to the fowl. 
in the air, if you don't deſcribe the gentle 
man to me who ſent you of this errand ; 
for I know nobody whereabouts: you m 
tion. Madam, replied I, you are pleaſec 
to be merry; but let your maid go with 
me, ſhe Il ſoon ſatisfy you of the truth o 
it. Tou lie, you raſcal, ſaid ſhe, what is 
her name? Her name, Madam, ſaid I, 
bleſs me, your paſſion has put it quite out 
of my head, or I could have remembered 
it well enough; I. had it at my tongue's 
end but this inſtant. Here Jane, ſaid 
ſhe, take your hat, and go with the porter, 
that I may be ſatisfied. Eo 
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. Sir, ſaid he, Miſs Jenny and I came 
together down Fleet: ſtreet very lovingly, 
ven there being a ſort of mob at the end 
af Bolt-Court, I deſired her to go without 
the poſt, for fear of an accident in the crowd; 
then turning up the court myſelf, what be- 
came of her afterwards. I know not, for 1 
nade the beſt of my way to Holborn-bridge, 
ud returned through Newgate-ſtreet. 

| tipped the porter the crown I promiſed 
lim, wiſhing Forh my ſoul that the vintner 
had lain in the tobacconiſt's lodging, or at 
kaſt, had but remained in Bedlam ſtill; 
for I was ſatisfied there would be no peace 
br me, while ſhe was above ground, and 
TT 


ETA TXT RRR 
Finds his Incagnita. Her preſents. Meets 
bis ventner's wife, Returns to Fanny. 


* 


red hes lodged my caſh (all but ſome 

pocket-money) inſevetal bankers hands, 

ad Wi thouſand or fifteen hundred pounds in a 

er, ace; for their notes were but eaſy car- 

ge: And having now gained the utmoſt 
nowledge that | could of. my wives, _ 


could 
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Fured her, that the dilemma I was fallen 

mo, had ſo far obſtructed the free exerciſe 

i my reaſon, that for a long time, I neither 
knew what I did, or ſaid; tall havi 10 
kng omitted that fo; nèceſſary piece of re- 
ud, I was afterwards aſhamed to ſet about 

t; but that my deſires were now grown 
benflamed for her converſation, and for- 
rveneſs, that I had put a force upon na- 
ue, even to appear in her own preſence. 
During this tranſaction, there entered the 
moſt lovely little miſs, that ever eye be- 
dd. Mamma, ſays ſhe, dinner is ready 3 
nd. dropping à curteſy, retired. I pre- 
ame, Madam, ſaid I, that young lady. 
wy be your grand-daughtert She is one 
the fineſt little creatures I ever ſaw; pray 
at age may Miſs be of? ſhe replied, ] 

med of nine. I'll be ſhot; thinks I, if it 
not my own child I have been commend- 
ke thus; obſerving the old lady to ſmile, 
vas juſt forming another demand, when 
te told me that was a ſecond Incognita, 
p I called her mother). Is it poſſible? 
id I, is it poſſible? Come, ſays ſhe, you: 
tall dine with me, upon condition, that 

du keep oe temper, and make no dil- 
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Madam, replied J, (but that I fear n. 


hos long been abſent. This I confen 


- 
£ 
— 
8 


of) correſponded with each other as tt 


brim full of tears, ready tõ overflow the 


touch of my handkerchief : for I was ove 
charged with paternal tenderneſs, for 


-.dining-room, than the old lady faid alo 


eay 
| 


2 


ture cannot be obſtructed in her demo 
ſtrations of affection for my own child) 
would make the promiſe; but rather th: 
fail in performing of it, 1 muſt beg to 
eee with you. I can't think 
that, neither, added ſhe; but will yo 
contain yourſelf till dinner is over, an 
then, only not declare yourſelf a parent 
for I will admit you to be a near relatio 


net; 


J went to dinner; but eve 
otion, the voice, and whatevt 
moſt remarked by me in he 
mother, (ſave the face which I had no ide 


wax to the ſeal. 


My eyes, on beholding her pretty inn r 


cent behaviour, would frequently 


boundaries; but I as oft returned in 
ſpringing flux, or dreined it off with 


little wanton : But no ſooner were we d 
miſs' d from the table, and returned to 


that ſhe believed I did not know my couſi 
"Madam, replied I, is this little. lady n 
coulin's daughter? Les, — | 
„ eave 
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evens !- ſaid I, my charming dear, elaſp- 


xg her in my arms, and ſetting her on my 
ez thou beauteous image of thy mamma, 
# ſhall I ever ceaſe to kiſs thee; then 
i ning my hand in my pocket, 1 Jo g 
ber with a guine. 90 
vas ſo wrapped up in the embraces of 
s ſweet angel, 25 I thought it would 
death to part with her; but my con- 
ſtreſs nodding to her to leave the room, 
wid ſuffer no further expreſſions of wy. 
neſs for her. a 
evi then begged ſhe would infortn' me of 
h tate of my other children, which ſhe” 
id greatly to my ſatisfaction; and on 
sing leave of her, deſired me to drink 
With her next day, I did fo, when ſhe" 
inn red me of all that had paſſed be- 
ann my Incognita and her, aſſuring me, 
the chair would be waiting as aſualy” 
ie o'clock' that evening. 
ich vas received by my Incognita with in- 
ove!” more regard than 1 had deſerved; 
or in attempting to frame an excuſe, e | 
e di d me the hearing; and at the ſame* 
to declared, how much reaſon ſhe ſu- 
aloud 1 had for acting as I had done 3" 
ouſi generous, and humane treatment} in- 
dy u of thoſe invectives ſhe might juſt- 
e. we laden'd me with, infinitely the 
ave 2 more 
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more knit, and cemented my very ſoul Ma ot 


Before I left the houſe, I was five hun ent 
dred pounds richer than when I entered i 
and I kept conſtant to her for about ./. 
years, at my uſual allowance; inſomuch int 
that meeting with nothing to moleſt, oil 
obſtruct me all the while, I became mo 
public than I uſed to be; for I had, for th 
firſt part of my time, been a mere recluſe 
but one Sunday being at church at St. Ma 
tin's in the fields, and in a very ſerious di 
poſition, reflecting on my ill adviſed behay 
our; juſt as the prayer before ſermon v 

ended, who ſhould turn about her head up 
me, (for ſhe had fat with her back towart 
me) but my vintner in the ſecond pew abo 


My guilty conſcience ſtared me ſo int 
face, that I expected I muſt have drof 
upon the floor; and her indignation flaſhin 
upon me, I was never more ſuſpicious iP 
any thing in my life, than that ſhe wou 

have raiſed the whole congregation upc 
me; but ſhe reſtrained her rage for tl 
| preſent, in regard to the place ſhe was1 
not doubting to beup with me when churd 
T 453 35.40 

She fitting down again during the i 
mon, I crepꝰt forward to the pe dee 


* 
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order to have made a bold puſn for my 
ſape; when to my miſerable diſappoint- 
go a cold ſweat N and was juſt 
anting away; but while I ftood thus pale 
ad trembling, (the confuſion of my coun- 
mice being but too apparent) the pew- 
pet apprehending me to be ill, opened 
it door, and diſcharged me of my con- 
ment; the whole congregation, as I 
ſole out, riſing with one general murmur. 
making the beſt uſe of my liberty, was 
the outward door, when my vintner 
tered the laſt earthly voice I ever heard 
ber; but it was in a ſhriek ſo ſhrill, and 
jercing,. that penetrating my very brain, it 
it jarring; there for many weeks after; nor 
u more time, than juſt to ſtep into a 
uch at Charing-Croſs, before a confuſed 
y of the congregation appeared, at the 
vom of St. Martin's -lane, in purſuit of 
but promiſing the coachman half a 
inea, to drive me to Kenſington in fif- 
kn minutes, as if I was on ſome deſperate 
wedition z he ſet off upon a gallop, and 
us ſoon out of the cry of Stop coach, 
mich at firſt marine followed me very 
grouſly. At Kenſington, I ordered the 
whnan to drive me to Turnham-green, 
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where l diſmiſſed him, and ſpent my even: 


in 
f bad thoughts of taking a Vacant plice 
in, the firſt diſtant ſtage-coach that - paſſe 
by in the morning; and had certainly done 
ſo ; but (though. my head was in ſuch; 
confuſion) I recolle&ed, that I muſt 6 
neceſſity ſee London once more; for that 
all my caſh notes were at my lodging 
So watching my opportunity, for ſome fe 
turn coach 55 und for London, which woul 
not reach the ſtones-end till dark, I di 
charged my lodgings, ſecured my trea 
ſure, and took a place in the Granthe 
coach for next morning, taking up my 
ſtand at the inn that night, in readineſs, 
I wrote a letter to my old conduttreſ 
wherein 1 ſtated the reaſons obliging met 
quit London ; begg'd the continuance 
my incognita“ s favour to me; declare": 
everlaſting affection, and how 'inconſolabl 
I ſhould be for the loſs of her. 
Having committed this letter to t 
coach porter, I wrote another to Fanny bill" 
the poſt; deſiring her to meet me at. Gra Vir 
tham, the day after the coach was to artis 
there; for not having lately heard how 
went on in her ſhop, my bowels earned! 
much after my children, that I Tonged 


be with them; and now I Was able, 
co 


> 
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contribute ſomewhat to their ſupport, in 
aſe they ſtood in need of my aſſiſtance. 
There was no occaſion for more than my 
requeſt, (I was ſenſible) to ſet Fanny on her 
purney to the farthermoſt part of the earth 
o me; ſhe brought with her my eldeſt ſon, 
md a tender interview we had: hoping, 
he ſaid, that I would never more leave 
ler; but my preſent affluence, having ele- 
ted my views above a ſhop life, I related 
p her (in ſome meaſure) what had happen- 
to me in town, and that my vintner- 
ill breathing only revenge againſt me, I 
as compelled not to fix on any determi- 
ute aboad, till her death; for fear of the 
onſequences : But Fanny, ſaid I, how 
wes your ſhop on? can you live by it? 
ne ſaid, That ſhe had hitherto maintained 
krſelf and children very decently, and had 
atraordinary buſineſs ; but was obliged to 
ve. ſo large credit to the country gentry, 
confined her to a narrower ſphere, than 
| ſhe had wherewithal to buy her goods 
ith ready money, at the beſt hand ; though 

ving lived very frugally, ſhe had made 
th ends meet, and was not wanting of a 
liſtence. | 645 


then produced my Incoghita's laſt five 


ed! 
ed adred pounds Bank note, which from 
e, moment of its receipt, I had in my 

own 
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own Mind riated to Fanny's uſe, and 
gave it to ery a what 1 hoped would ſet 
her above want in her bufineſs, and enable 
her to- proſecute it with effect; ſhe v 
extremely delighted with it, and: thanking 
me, faid, That would make her inde: 
. pendent on every one, and enliven he 


trade 3 

We ſpent but ew da e per 
ceiving that Fanny's head ran more upo 
her ſnop, and children, than on any amuſe 
ment that place afforded, though in my 
company; ſo diſmiſſed her, with affu 
rance o hearing from me, ” omen as op 


en ec tr 
re 
- c Ix. XI. | 
her for York. Melancholy accidenÞ ;. 
by the 1way. 
„ HE « gayety of my temper, and ple 
money in my pocket, prompt 


* fince I was debarred the pleaſures e 

London, to ſeek them at the city of Ye 

£7 however, I took no abſolute. reſolutio 
: till J arrived at Lincoln; where | fixed m 

art ſtage. the ay after Fanny * 

* 


e 
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ne. Here I ſtayed. near a month, bou 
me a brace: of geldings, hired me a ſer- 
rant, put him into livery, and furniſhing 
myſelf with holſters and piſtols, ſome 
change of apparel, and linen; I ſet out for 
Tork. 11 nne 78 41443 } 
It being but a ſmall. matter out of my 
way, I ſpent a night or two at Nottingham, 
and then proceeded for Mansfield. In paſſ- 
ing the foreſt of Sherwood, the ſhade in- 
yiting me under cover, while my head was 
occupied on other affairs than my journey, 
had by chance deviated from the right 
road, and had intangled myſelf within the 
trees and buſhes, which ſa long as there 
remained but paſſage for my horſe, 1 took 
no notice of; but having ſtrained for ſome 
time through a very narrow paſs, with 
tall ſhrubs on each hand, I was at length 
ſo foiled, that I could neither proceed, or 
retreat. ' 

Finding myſelf in this dilemma, I be- 
gan to blame my ſervant for not keeping a 
ſharper look out, and checking my en- 
trance to this thicket ;- for ſaid I, yo who 
have nothing elſe to think of, ſhould ob- 
ſerve where we are going to; as for my 
part, my head has fifty things in it at once. 
The fellowreplicd, That he thought I had 
known ſame better ways by diverting vom 
= 2 e 
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the beaten path; and that it was his place 
to follow me, go where I would. fa 
As ſomewhat muſt neceſſarily be done, 
to extricate me from this eonfinement; (for 
could neither turn about, or wag many 
ſteps forwarder) I obſerved, that if I could 
any wiſe force through ſomee few yards fur- 
ther, I ſhould come to a moderate leap 
only, which would deliver me to the open 
grounds again; and no other way appear. 
ing feaſible, I ſpurred my horſe through, 
and went over it; but he had ſcarce 
grounded his fore - feet, e re I expected it 
had been my laſt leap; for giving a vio- 
Jent ſtart to my right and, in ſpite of eve. 

effort to prevent it, be ran e with 
me a full — 

My ſervant Mowitig me; ſhared ej 
fate, and was immediately up with me; 
but complained, that he verily Qed 
to have broke his neck. I replica! og at for 
my own part, 1 never met with like diff- 
culty in maintaining my ſeat before: But 
| Thomas, :faid'T, what could be'the'mean- 
ing of their both ſtarting ſo, at 'the ſame 

Aber did you ſee any thing? He replied, 
No but Juſt as the creature was alighting 
from his leap, he fancied” he heard ſome- 
thing like a hum, or ſigh. I heard no- 
thing, ſaic -I, dut 9 3 

3 what 


— 
On 
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what, white, which I took to be the body 
of an hornbeam, from behind the great 
bolly-buſh had terrified my beaſt. Prithee, 
» Wl Gd 1, let us tide hack and inform ourſelves 
„(che cauſe; I love to ſearch ſuch things to 
de bottom, for my peace ſake, { 

There grew a very large and thick holly 
buſh, cloſe to the left hand of our leap 3 
and. as. Whatever had frightned the cattle 
r. nuſt have been behind that, it was neceſ-, 
ary for. us to advance beyond it, before we 
could make our intended diſcovery: But 
it e creatures on coming within fight of the 
holly, were not to be prevailed upon to 
ie. dance, a ſtep further, by coaxing, cor- 
i rction or any other methods that we could 
deviſe; when obſerving that it would not 


only be a work of difficulty, but of danger 
je; io, to compel them; I ordered Thomas 
ted sv alight, and giving me his bridle, to ſtep 


o the ſpot on foot, 


for | me N | 

5. . \\ bilit we were, thus engaged, he being 
=, uſt diſmounted, we both diſtinctly heard 
an. WW groan; but very faint. Hark! faid I, 


kt's be filent ! it will be repeated; and 


ic, preſently it was ſo: But it ſeemed then, 
eng aber like ſome. one {training hard, than 


deaning. 


me- 8 e 1 — UT 
eh. Ys whoſe, hair had by this time. 


liffened into briſtles, hung back, and 


10 "MEMOIRS n 


feemed x very irreſolute; till at length, 5 n 
pale 28 TT. he told me, that be wis 0 
9 to 0 Jet arc IAaughed' at bim, Ml 
n 

cc 

W 


n hope J 8 f ſhaming hit dit of his cor- 
erwog: 1 encouraged him; I ſeemed 
angry; but all to no manner of Purpoſe; 
1 replied, that he durſt not venture, un. 1 
leſs pl, g⁰ with him. 

Hayigg ſpent fo many fruitleſs arguments 
upon Thomas, I could do no lefs (than 
upon his refuſal) to undertake the taſk my- 
ſelf; fo quitting my horſe to him with 
my piſtol 1 in hand, and all the forced cou 
rage that I could muſter to my aid, I al 
vanced to the turn of the holly byſh'; whe 
ſuch an horrid ſpectacle oppor ed my ft 

as wholly overpowered and diſma wash me 
It was of a young creature, tied 1 
hands behind her round a tree, 
which her back was placed, with 4 ar 
ahout her neck alſo, and with her mau 
_ which was upon the wide ftrereh, ramm me 

full of ſomething white. 

This gaſtly Ahe ſo chilled u bt 

and benummed my faculties,” 5 In. 

neither prepared for her ime; ll jo 

| = . for ſome Mol; it judg} 
by the, 299 vn that it bab 

any one d be near ber, Kit in 

It it mould have been inco af i 
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man nature, long to have endured a view 
of ſo e n without afford- 
ug relief) having firſt caſt my eyes rou 
— to he fore the coaſt was gear 1 525 
ceded to unbind both her hands and neck; 
when ſhe inſtantly ſunk at the foot of the 
tree wholly unable to ſupport herſelf. 

I then ſetting her upright againſt the 
tree, endeavoured to unſtop her mouth; 
dut an iron, gag prevented my extracting 
fromthenee a large white handkerchief, till 
1 had firſt removed that; for it having ex- 
tended her jaws beyond their natural di- 
menſions, it proved both a difficulty to me, 
aud undoubtedly, a great pain to my pa- 
dent. At length, however, I did accom- 
— 0 and ſet her mouth at liberty ; buʒt 
Jer jaws and tongue were fo ſtiff, and feeble, 
that it was ſome hours before ſhe could 
move the one, or cloſe the other; nor was 
he able to ſpeak a word, till the next day; 
all chat ſhe. could do was, by flow mo- 
tions of her head, and eyes, to expreſs her 
gratitude for my care of her. 2255 

Having proceeded thus far, I could not 
reſiſt the motives of my compaſſion for her 
further relief, nor would 1 ſuffer her to 
lye and periſh there 3 for ſhe was no more 
able to walk, or even ſtand alone, than a 
new born infant: F Thomas, N 
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IJ unfolded to him what had, detained. me 
ſo long, and told him, that he muſt ride to 
the next town, for ſome conveyance to 
carry the poor wretch thither; for that 1 
was reſolved, as providence had led me to 
her ſuccour, not to deſert her in her ca- 

lamity. FFT 
Thomas replied, that he could with 
equal facility find his way to Rome, as 
out of the foreſt; and that ſhould chance 
conduct him out, he ſhould never be able 
to return, to that cramp place again: Then 
ſaid I, leave the ſearch to me; but I inſiſt 
upon it, that as a man and a chriſtian, you 
ſtir not from this ſpot tillmy return; which 
after ſome heſitation, he promiſed me that 
he would no. 
Recollecting with myſelf, that when we 
deſſected from the road, we had entered 
the wood upon the right; I was certain, 
that it muſt be by inclining to the left, that 
1 muſt recover it again: This way there- 
fore I took, and in half an hour's briſk 
riding, fell in with it. I then put on very 
- ſmartly, not knowing how far it might be 
to the next village; but had not proceeded 
far, before I met a cart, on its return from 

the delivery of a load there. 
lo enquired whereabouts I was ? and how 
. far to the next town ? The carter 1 
l chat 


* : 
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tat 1 was in Sherwood foreſt 3 and that 


the neareſt town was Newſted. then 
aſked him, what I ſhould give him to car- 
ry a light burthen from thence to Newſted ? 
he apprehending it muſt be deer, (for I 
had told him it lay amongſt - the trees) 
declined having any thing to do with it, 
pretending buſineſs at home, and that he 
could no ways go. with me; till upon diſ- 
cloſing the affair to him, and the neceſſity 
there was of ſuch a carriage; that, together 
with the promiſed reward of a crown for his 
trouble, ſpurring him forward, he with 
great alacrity undertook the job. .;, 
I had made ſuch perfect remarks, all the 
way that I rode through the wood, and 
alſo of the ſpot where I firſt deſerted it for 
the road, that we were under little or no 
difficulty in finding our way back, where 
Thomas remained upon the ſpot; who 
from the moment of my departure, had 
betook himſelf to horſe, and had patrolled 
vithin a limited diſtance; for that being 
on horſeback, he ſaid, he was ready pre- 
pared for flight, in caſe any one ſhould have 
bad a deſign upon him. 

The poor girl, was much recovered in her 
ſpirits ſince I had left her; but could nei- 
ther make uſe of her limbs, jaws or tongue 
yet; ſo that lifting her into the cart, we ſet 
AF H 5 „ 
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= upright, and I made Thomas ſit by to 
ade myfelf Fading his horſe to 
Yew ſte e „ 1 
About a mile from the town, (the carter 
kaving directed me to what he called the 
beft houſe there) I rode on before, ordered 
a bed to be made up, and ſome white wine 
whey to be prepared; and the landlady be- 
ing a good -motherly woman, I reported if © 
the bo to her; and took her advice in the o 
management of the young creature, (for Ml ' 
ſhe could not to my thinking be above | 
eighteen years of age) and we had noi 4 
ſooner prepared for her Hae ira —— 
cart appearing, we conveye to 
her OE . 1 left her to the cx 
of our landlady and her mai. 
Having by this time broken in upon th 
afternoon, and being anxious for knowing 
what alteration a night would produce 
my patient, I fixed my quarters there til 
the next day, taking a ak after dinner t 
view the country. | 
My landlady, after my return; b ormec 
me, that ſhe hoped the girl was better; fo 
that, after with much ado ſhe had Ro 
down about half a pint” of the whey, b 
ſpoonfuls, ſhe was fallen into a fine £ 
and ſhe was in hopes by a little more no 
| riſhment, and re, he would be finely re 
covere 
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covered by morning; for that ſhe purpoſed. 
12 maid ſhould ſit up with "We 0 560 
I was ſo pleaſed, at the charit; ble diſpa- 
tion. of the good woman towards the 
belpleſs girl, that I aſſured her, I would 
pay for whatever trouble and charge ſhe 
hould be at; begging her not to fpate for 
any coft, that i contribute to her re- 
covery; for that J longed to hear from her 
own. mouth, what could have given occa- 
fon for ſo barbarous a fact. 
At breakfaft the next morning, my land- 
lady aſſured me that the young woman was 
ſo well as to get up, and walk about the 
toom, and aſked me Whether I would pleaſe 
o have her come down, and return me 
thanks for my kindneſs to her; for ſhe was 
upon the rack, ſhe ſaid, till ſne could have 
an opportunity of teſtifying her gratitude, 
to ſo generous a benefactor. hat ! re- 
plied I, can ſhe ſpeak too? She anſwered, 
yes; but falteringly, for ſhe complains of 
violent pain in her jaws, and tongue {till : 
In ſhort, ſays ſhe, though ſhe is quite a 
new creature, ſhe is far from being che girl 
that another day or two may produce. I 
therefore deſired that ſhe might not quit 
ber chamber, for that myſelf would wait 
upon her there preſently. © 
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The conſummate diſtreſs of the object 
before me, had prevented my taking any 
notice of her features, the day before; but 
upon my being ; NOW, introduced to her, 1 
ſoon diſcovered, that they were very far 
from diſagreeable, though - ſhe looked ex- 
ceeding pale, and hollow-eyed; and 
then by her cloaths, ſhe ſeemed not to be 
of the meaneſt rank in life; for ſhe was 
dreſt in as neat a printed linen, as any wo- 
man need to have appeared in, with every 
thing ſuitable. I ſaluted her, which ſhe 


greedily permitting, fell on her knees inf 


the moſt paſſionate manner, both praying 
for me, and thanking me for her deliver- 
ance.. a r 239CTO0 D344 
I told her, that the caufe of her confine- 
ment in that ſolitary place, and. diſmal 


manner, was what would be very agreeable 
to me to hear, whenever it would prove ſo 


to her to relate it, though perhaps it might 


not then be ſo; and that as for what I had! 


immediately contributed to her ſafety, tic 
was ſenſible, that as I was wholly unac- 
quainted with her, before the late acciden- 
tal loſing my way had diſcovered her to 
me, ſhe ought not to be ſa anxious as ſhe 


appeared to be, for that ſhe could not re- 


turn me a recompence for that had it 
been any one elſe in her circumſtances, my 
8 es humanity 
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himanity would have urged me, to have 
ceeded in the ſame manner with them: 


ut So that it was rather the object, than her- 
Ie, which had moved my compaſſion and 
far regard. 313 44 F k; 2 1 eln 
A- She owned, that it was not without pain 
nd dat ſhe then ſpake at all, but if I required 


t, ſhe would immediately proceed to an: 
count of herſelf ; though if it would be 
equally ſatisfactory to me, ſhe would ra- 
ry ther defer it till the next day, when ſhe 
he WW hoped to be better qualified. This I agreed 
in Wl ©, begging her in the mean time, to want 
ing tothing that ſhe had a mind to; but freely: 
er-Ml 0 require it, the good woman having un- 
\ WH inited orders from me, to ſupply all her 
ne- demands. My ſeeming concern and care 
nal had ſuch an effect upon her, that ſhe was. 
ble mable, but by tears, to expreſs her ſatiſ- 
: (WM ation ; which obliged me to quit the 
phe vom, after aſſuring her, that I would ſec 

nad ber again on the morrow: 
ſhe The next morning, ſhe would have come 


ac- Wl town ſtairs to me; but 1 ſent her word, 
len · Wtiat 1 purpoſed to breakfaſt with her in 
to ber own apartment, and then claim the 
ſhe 3 ſhe had made me, on the preced- 
4k + ER | | 
d it We had abundance of compliments about 


be ſitting at breakfaſt with me; but I'pbt-" 
b vailing, 
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vailing, obliged her to compliance: An 
when the things were removed, ſhe pre 
ceeded to acquaint me, that her father 
Philip Langton, was a butcher, ho car 
ried on a great trade, and thereby lived 
well as moſt gentlemen in the county. The 
her mother, who was a gentleman's .daugh 
ter, brought him fifteen hundred pound 
to her fortune; but had no other child b 
him than herſelf. That ſhe was name 
Jane, after her mother, who died in he 
fifteenth year; when herſelf became mi 
treſs of her father's family. That he w 
naturally a rough and moroſe man, thoug 
ſeemingly tender of her, till about half 
year ſince, when he married his own mai 
one of the brutiſheſt creatures that ſhe ev 
knew. That this marriage, intirely diveſ 
ing her of all pre- eminence in the famil 
could not but be moſt diſagreeable to he 
though ſhe endeavoured (all that was in 
power) to behave to her, as to her fathe 
wife; but that her mother-in-law, not a! 
to endure her in the ſame houſe, would 
low her father no peace, till he ſhould t 
her out of doors; which ſhe reſenting, ti 
had a quarrel, upon which her new mot 
inſiſted, that her father ſhould ſome he 
diſpoſe of her, or that ſne would quic 3 
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My father, adds the, togratify that brute 
of a woman, promiſed to convey me to 
aunt, which he ſaid, I had in York- 
tire,” (though myſelf. had never heard 
ny ſuch relation) but being glad of any 
pportunity of abſence from ſuch an abu- 
e, and i ious woman, I readily 
repted the offer, and ſet out on horſe- 
kk behind him, on the journey. They 
uſed through the foreſt a long way, ſhe 
i, before they arrived at the fatal tree, 
11 n whence I reheved her. 
My father, ſaid the,” — by the 
ticket, alighted; and under pretence of 
me alteration to the ſaddle, diſmounted 
e too; (for who could have ſuſpected 
viſchief from one's on father ?) but I was 
v fooner on my feet, than aſking for my 
mdkerchief, he threw me along, forced 
into my mouth to prevent my cries, and 
kpped the gag (which 'you, Sir, was fo 
Ind to free me from, when I was unable 
thank you) between my teeth; then 
iling me up, (th expected no lets 
an immediate death, which would have 
n far milder treatment than the condition 
expoſed me to) he faſtened ane to the 
x in the manner that you found me. 
| enquired: how long | ſhe had deri 
1 circumſtances before I found _ 
e 
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The ſaid, Two whole nights; for that L he 
leaſed heron the third day. Was it poſſible 
ſaid I, for ſuch barbarity to proceed fre 
2 father? What did you ſay to him allt 
while? O! ſaid ſhe, had 1 been but pe 


mitted to have pleaded for myſelf, my ii 
treaties poſſibly, might have . melted [hin + 
to compaſſion ; but before I in the leaſt ſfuMWbot 
pected his deſign, the cloth in my mou il 


nad prevented my ſpeeching it to him; f Vor 
J had nothing for it now, but the d 

ſhew of my hands, and eyes; which ye 
one would ſcarce have thought, ſhoul 
have been inſignificant to a father; but ¶M ou 
was already determined to go throug 
with it; though I was no ways inſenſib 
of the horrour, which for the whole tran 
action ſurrounded him; the ſweat pour 
from his face like a deluge. 

Lou havenot informed me, child, ſaid 
where your father lives yet. That Sir, ene 
plied ſhe, is what I would be excuſed fro 
How? replied I, is it not fitting that ſud 
a villain ſhould ſuffer for this? Sir, fa 
ſhe, you know not my father: Should | 
eſcape with any leſs puniſhment than deat 
(which 1 ſhould be ſorry to occaſion bi 
my life would never be ſecure to me. 
Sir, he has done his worſt; he is my fathe 
1 can work for my living; and his imagi 
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hg me to be no more, may free me from 
any further marks of his tyranny; at leaſt 
fi am diſabled from work, I can beg, or 
@ worſt ſtarve, which 1 ſhall ſooner ſub- 

nit to, than ſuffer him to know that I am 
ins yet living. 5 ap 1 
i She ſpake this with ſo ſerene an air, as 
both charmed, and amazed me. Why 
child, ſaid I, have you ever been uſed to 
york ? If your mother brought ſuch a for- 
line into the family, it is moſt likely there 
ſome ſettlement or other which ſhould 
atitle you to a maintenance, at leaſt after 
dur father's death. She replied, that her 
bother was too notable a woman herſelf, 
v indulge any one in idleneſs about her, 
tpecially her own daughter; and that ſhe 
yas very capable of work, both ſitting and 
luring, when ſhe ſhould have recovered her 
length again. She added, that till I men- 
oned her mother's ſettlement, ſhe was 
willing to load her father with more than 
w neceſſary for her relation; but that 
e thouſand pounds was ſettled for her 
e, upon the deceaſe of her father; and 
mother-in-law being with child, ſhe 
not doubt was a great motive, for her 
her's making away with her, that his 
t child might enjoy it; for that in caſe of 
death before marriage, it was EE 
er's. 
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J had ſo much compaſſion for the girl 
and the circumſtances that her ſtory . 
attended with, that 1 told her T N going 
into Yorkſhire, to ſettle; and as I had bu 
one ſervant, 'and myſelf in family, in ca 
ſhe was reſolved upon ſervice, and woul 
go with me, I would receive her as m 
domeſtick. She could ſcarce contain her 
ſelf at hearing this: Go with you, Sir 
anſwered ſhe, and thank you too. Oft 
thoughts of that will alleviate all my 
ries, and give me cauſe rather to be thank 
ful to, than to curſe my father, for Hun 
late act, as it will in its conſequence, intr 
duce me to the ſervice of ſo — 
gentleman as You are. Wa 
In ſhort 1 ſtayed another Ei til 3. enz 
was able to endure the fatigue of a jo 
-ney, and then mounting her behind 
Terk, we ſet mn * 
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Pi i ab; ME 
Wiles at York. Marries. Is ruined 
by an alderman. His refleftions. 


, 
* 
- 
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E travelled no further than Rothe- 
Tam the firſt day, left Jennyſhould 
woplain of over-fatigue ; but ſhe holding 
m very well, we intended to dine the next 
y at Pontefract, which being but a ſhort 
nge, we made but a flow march of it. 
| was muſing on a foot pace, when I was 
wed from my reverie, by the moſt ter- 
ble frream 1 ever heard. So, thinks I, 
maid er Fray broken ſome of her 
mes, and be left behind for a cure; 
it looking immediately behind me, the 
s ſtill on horfeback, with a dirty looking 
low who had but that inſtant paſſed me, 
deavouring to pluck her down. O 
ther, pray father, faid fhe, leave me, I 
all never trouble you more; whilſt he 
s curſing her for bring alive yet. 
| no ſooner percerved who he was, than 
awing a piſtol, I made at him. What? 
ils . 


id I, has not the innocent girl 
ſuffered 


ſuffered enough yet, think you? But ſhe W, 
has received the laſt injury you ſhall ever N 
do her, and now I'll ſend you to anſwer 
for it in the other world. I was juſt pul- 
ling the trigger, when Jenny begging me, 
for goodneſs ſake, to ſpare her father, 1. 
checked my finger, and he giving his horle f. 
the rein, went off full ſpeed. . 

I was very much afraid, leſt the poor 
wench ſhould have fallen into fits; but the 
departure of her father, and the many com- 
forting words that I gave her, recalled her 
to herſelf again, and we proceeded to Pon: 

tefract. After dinner for being now my 
ſervant, ſhe dined without with Thomas) 
I called her in, aſking her whether her father 
lived thereabouts ? She anſwered No, ma. 
ny miles from thence, on the borders df 
Northamptonſhire. What then did he this 
way? ſaid I. She ſaid, ſhe had been com 
ſidering; and could.reſolve it into no other, 
than that as all his neighbours had been 
apprized of his intended, journey to York: 
ſhire with her, he could not offer to appeas 
before them, till after ſuch a reaſonable ab- 
ſence as that journey might be compleated 
in; ſo that the better to diſguiſe his 155 
ceedings, ſhe preſumed, he had beep riding 
about the cquntry, till a Proper Hung for 


his return; and that he might hays, 
DN bt © kept 


vv 
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oept this road, the better to have ſatisfiec“ 
F umſelf of her death, by re-paſſing the {por | 
of her confinement. — 8 
| told her, I could not think but ſhe muſt 
he gueſſed very juſtly; but what could 
make Fim aſſault you now ? faid I; when 
he perceived you was going contrary to 
jour own home? To murder me, no 
(oubt, replied ſhe, if you had not come co 
ny reſcue, Sir. | 
Well,, we had now eſcaped the ſecond 
xtempt of this mercileſs wretch, and in 
mother day were ſet down in the city of 
ork, - Here having ſpent a few days at an 
n, I hired” a very neat box, and com- 


ner We nced n 3 living in as n 
"i tee] way, as i oſſible. f 
'S OE | had in a ſhort time Formed an ac- 
this Juintance with one of the aldermen of that 
cor ity, which growing to an intimacy in few 
ther 

"Wonths, increaſed to a ftrift alliance of 


endſhip. My friend the alderman, as 
e year came about, was making his pre- 
tations for an annual tour to London; 
"bby to cuſtom, and would fain have 
el me to have gone with him; but 
Auel him, that having already been 
cited of the place, I had made ſo diſtant 
elopement as to York, merely to avoid 
temptation of ORE thither _— , 
ut 
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but my good friend, ſaid I, you canido 
me a very ſingular ſervice there. -I'might Il 
command him he faid, every thing in he 
power. I then told him, that not being ab- 
jolutely certain, whether I ſhould meet n 
with a ſettlement ſo agreeable to my incli- a 
nation, as I had done, I very idly left 
large ſums of money in bankers hands 1 
London, which I now wanted to have diſ- 
poſed of, in the public funds. He wou 
ſerve me, he ſaid, in any thing of that na 
ture, with all his heart, and was the better 
able to do it, as having large ſums in me 
of the government ſecurities himſelf. 
This ſiting me peculiarly well, and be 
| heving the alderman to be a man of wort 
and probity, I committed to him my ca nie- 
notes, to the amount of: ſeven thouſaſ con 
five hundred pounds; taking from him, 
receipt for them only; intending hen 
forward, to ſubſiſt upon the intereſt of ere 
money, without breaking in upon the ptii Vith 
cipal, which I computed would bring I had 
in about three hundred nds a year. rrehe 
I now thought myſelf happy aa ſoul, 
private man could deſire, in ſo er; 
fund, as would advance me above all {Wn v 
ture dependance ; and for about three-yeapoul; 
when my friend the alderman went to to I 0 
he returned me my intereſt and divide ijec 
as punctually as poſſible, ; 
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I kept the beſt company in Vork, and 
the neighbourhood round it; was abſent 

at few public diverſions, and had by 

practice at my leiſure; hours ſo awakened 

my {kill in mufic, that being an idle man, 
nd debonair, I never failed being invited 
il vpon all parties of pleaſure; and though 
nl ome of them were expenſive, yet the 
tenuity of my family, rendered them leſs 
burthenſome to me. \ 

In one of theſe it was, that I met with a 
young widow, againſt whoſe charms what 
heart could be of ſufficient proof? She. had 
about three hundred pounds a year jointure, 
nd near four thouſand in ready money; and 
yas the widow. of a nephew of my dear 
nend the alderman, I had been frequently 
converſant with her, and danced with her, + 
nade one in many parties ſhe had been of; 
hewas paſſionately — of my muſic; what, 
lierefore, thinks I, can oppoſe my felicity 
th this lady, for the remains of life? for 
nad more reaſons than the above, for ap- 
nehending, that a declaration of love 
jould not be any ways diſagreeable to 
er; but firſt, I thought, that Mr. alder- 
nan was to be acquainted with it, leſt he 
ei ould take it amiſs, ſhe being a relation. 
opened my mind to him upon the 
dect, who promiſed to do me his beſt 


ſervice; 
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ſervice 'nay; even to break the ice himſelf, 
and ſound her firſt, if I would give him 
leave. This I took for ſuch a particular 
mark of his regard for me, that I permitted 
him to do it. an ef shield zn 
About a week afterwards, he informed 
me, that he had hinted my affair to his 
niece, and that having ſatisfied her, ſo far 
as his knowledge extended, in regard to Il [ 
my circumſtances, ſhe would be ready, at © 
any time, to receive a viſit from me. In 
was not long, you may be ſure, before! 
expreſſed my regard for her in my own 
terms, which in due time produced her 
conſent for marriage; and by a previous 
ſettlement, in conſideration of her ready 
caſn, I ſecured my whole ſtock upon her, 
which the Alderman gave us an account of. 
No ſooner were we united in wedlock, 
but having a great number of bills to diſ- 
charge for coach, horſes, cloaths, and di- 
vers parts of equipage, which had bee 
Prepared againſt the good time; I retained 
therefore one thouſand pounds, -part of m 
wife's fortune in my own hands, and my 
dear Alderman being about to depart fc 
London, I ſent the remainder by him, tc 
be employed to my account as before. 
I lived near three years thus in the mar 
riage ſtate, all things advancing moſt hap: 
3. 5d | pi 
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pily with me, having as good a woman to 
my wife as heart could wiſh, but had not 
my child by her. In my third year, Mr. 
Alderman having neglected to temit me 
my dividends as uſual; upon his return, 
made ſome plauſible excuſe, which at the 
preſent ſatisfied me; nor was I over anxious 
about it, till I began to be in want of caſh; 
then applied to him, but was ſtill put 

off, that it would not be long before he 
went again, when he would return me the 
two years together, and finding me ſtrait- 
ned in the mean time, he let me have fifty 
pounds, with which, and the credit I had 
in the city, I pretty well rubb'd on till the 
cloſe of the year. About this time, my 
wife dying, her jointure left me, and I had 
ſcarce buried her, (for, which (in a genteel 
manner) L had bills delivered me for above» 
ixty pounds) before Mr. Alderman ſet out 
tor London, . N „ e 
At his departure, after ſo long a diſap- 
pointment, I had not five pounds in the 
touſe ; which I hinting to him, he produced 
ne ten guineas more, engaging in. 4 fort- 
nght's time, to remit me four or five hun- 
ited pounds, in part, and the remainder 
before his own return. oration 4:41 
{ waited with great impatience for about 
weeks, when hearing no news of my 
I friend, 
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friend, I grew very uneaſy, and was ex- 
ceedingly preſſed for money; but the latter 
end of the ſeventh week, produced my 
friend's name at length, in the tail of the 
gazette, and a meſſenger entered on his 
effects imm̃iediatel y: N 

This news, I thought, would have 
been the laſt I ſhould ever have heard; IM; 
for it was | a' conſiderable while after, that 
it could be determined whether I had any 
life left in me or not; now did not doubt, 
but that he had already received my in- 
tereſt, and then I ſhould not have a penny 
to ſubſiſt upon the whole next year, or co MW; 
diſcharge ſuch debts as I had already con- g 
crafted ; but what I muſt raiſe, by the I 
ſale of my capital, and that went 1 

inſt the grain with me. 
Having no alternative, I determined for I 
London frthwith; and after a hard ride a 
poſt, 1 arrived there the ſecond evening. MI 
I had brought a paper or two with me, 
which the Alderman had put into my 
hands, as a declaration, he called it, of the 
ſtocks purchaſed by him for me, being (as 
beg nie an account,) for three thouſand 
pounds South- Sea ſtock, five thouſand 
+: 1 and fifteen hundred pounds 


. 
ne 


"P87 n . | With 


* s * 
: : * 
7 244 # % 4 * 


CHARLES O8n0kN, ©q; 171 
With theſe memorandums, I went to 

the Bank, and enquired after my ſtock; but” 

upon ſearch of their books, I had no ſuch 

thing there; I then deſired to ſee what was 

in the Alderman's name, when looking 
backwards, there had been my very ſum - 
to his account, but it had been tranſ- 
ferred to other perſons three years before. 
now thought 1 ſhould have gone mad; 
but as J had yet fome ſmall hopes left, 1 
went to the South-Sea houſe, upon the 
like errand, and with equal ſucceſs ; when 
upon returning empty alſo from the India 
houſe, I concluded that I muſt now put in 
„practice my former reſolve in the park, and 
moch ado I had, but to wait for an oppor- 
unity; for had I but had a ſword with me, 
or could I at any rate have obtained a piſtol, 
| had. certainly diſpatched myſelf in the» 
de ¶ fireet. © ” LSITEEOT 3-128 
8: I returned to my inn, under the ſoreſt 
Nc» Wteprefſion imaginable; I went to bed early, 


My Win hopes of hitting upon ſome method of 
te E rlieving myſelf, upon my pillow; When 
5 the firſt ſpring of reflection that aroſe in my 
| 


mind, flowed intirely into another channel 
than I was direCting it to; for inſtead of 
means to procure ſatisfaction from the Al- 
derman 3 Charles, ſays I, what haſt thou 
oft? I was framing à reply of the ſum, 

1 2 when 


ug 
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when, Nothing, ſtarted into my min 
Whoſe was it, ſaid I, that hou ſuſpecteſt 
to have loſt? T know not, replied I but 
it was teally not my own. What ? dot 
thou grieve for what thou haſt not oft? 
thou 6ughteſt rather to be thankful thou 
haſt had it ſo long. 
l was ſenſible that this was all true enough; 
but then, being now without, what 1 be- 
fore had, it was a difficult tak to reduce 
me to a ue conception of my not being 
injured. Come, ſaid I, there will ill be 
ſomething coming upon the dividend of 
the Alderman's effects; but what is that, in 
towards keeping life and ſoul together, in in. tn 
the mean time? Perhaps my vintner may, WW .. 
be dead, faid I, and ſhe had about three 
thouſand pounds when I left her. But the e 
was really no wife of mine, I having another : 
when 1 married her; then I can ſtand -no Y, 
conteſt for it. But I have effects at York, No. 
why ſhould I not return and ſecure them? ber 
al 
lf 
I 
b 1 
met 
deft 
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I debated ſome time upon this; till by my 
computation, my debts would ſwallow them 
unleſs I could withdraw them un⸗ 

known to my creditors. 
This being my ne plus, 1 wrote by the 
next night*s poſt to my coachman, to make 
the beft of His way, td me with my coach 
op horſes, to pack the beſt of my cloaths iſe 

ul 
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up in the ſeat, and to bring his late 
miſtreſs's cabinet in the coach with him. 
Whilſt 1, was waiting for him, in ohe - 
dience to my letter, I made. another puſh, 
after my vintner, and gained the ſatisfacto- 
ry account of her death, which gave 
me uncontroled liberty about the town 
again. I then endeavoured once more for. 
my Incognita; but upon enquiry, my old 
conductreſs was dead, and with her, all 
my future hopes of ever engaging with my 
Incognita more. 3 r 
In due time my coachman arrived, and 
in few aue I became maſter of all my fu- 
ture proſpect, by the ſale of his whole 
cargoe, for three hundred and thirty , 
pounds; with which I began the world 


4 


ain, in a new, lodging; for being able t 
Ace no Le F my ffecks from 
York, I ſent an authority to one of. my 
editors, to diſpoſe of every thing, for the 
benefit of the whole, with which they were 
il well content, being apprized what . 
lufferer I had been by the Alderman. 

I had not been wanting in my attempts, 
b inap up ſome rich wi 4. I could, thas 
method 1 heretofore, ſucceeded 
ft of any with me, in the former ſhip- . 
mecks of my fortune; but could plainly . 
cover, that I was not the man 1 bal 
| * been 


the 
jake 
ach, 
aths 
vp 
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Mr in the womens eyes, fifteen or twen- 
: if: years before; though I'was ſenſible of 
no decay in m "nature; and their neglect 
of me, reduced the opinion I had formerly 
b 'of _— to a "Oy narrow 
imir | 
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Had Amok oncludeck my ſoon: hun 
dred pound, when a merchant, in whoſ 
company I had often been at Loyd's, anc 
had formed the degree of a coffee-houſ 
acquaintance with, invited me to dine wit 
him in Mincing-lane. I accepted 4 offe 


and was entertained like a lord by him 


tthere being the utmoſt profuſion , plat 
wines, and eatables, even more than coul 
well ce a nobleman's table; with fo 
ſervants in livery, each attending on h 

We rope part of the duty. 
I This grandeur, at the meal of a priv 
man, as ſedulous after trade abroad, 
the meaneſt artificer, and as eafy of acceſ 
£4 
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put me upon ſeveral reflections, as to the 


nature of mankind, and their different ſitu- 


ations in life. In the country, ſaid J, vaſt 


abundance hath appeared to me upon the 
like occaſion; but ten to one, but the 
maſter's brow hath been clouded; he wel- 
comes his friend; but it is either in a rude, 
and noiſy manner, or in an haughty, and 
ſupercilious one; and having no real buſi- 
nels in his head to employ it upon, is 
obliged to deprive himſelf of the little ſenſe 
he has left before bed-time, that he ma 
forget himſelf, and be caſt: into his bed at 
eaſe: But how different is all around me 
here! This gentleman, by the daily gain 
that employs his thoughts, is obliged to 


de temperate, that his faculties. may be 


ever upon the watch for his g 
and by a conſtant influx of daily wealth, 
feels not- the loſs by tenants, or thoſe. other 


- drawbacks to which the country Eſquire is 
liable; but is in his family, the demy-em- 


peror; where every one around him Being 
conſtantly well paid, and fed, return their 
chearful tribute of ſervice to him again. 
I. looked upon my friend's ws who 
was much younger than himſelf, as ne o 
the fineſt women I had ever ſeen; being 


far from what in general eſtimation. paſſes 


for a beauty, 51 charmingly gentec|, 


4 ree, 
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tree, and good-natured; and was as per- 
fectly acquainted with me. at firſt ſight, 
ad af L had been for years her intimate. 
Wee had not long dined, and drank the 
uſual healths of the table, which I per- 
ceived were every day repeated: but the 
bottles being removed, he afked his lady | 
how ſhe purpoſed to beſtow her evening ? | 
She replied, That ſhe had thoughts of | 
tak ing a turn in the Spring-gardens, it 
any ot her neighbours were diſpoſed: to go 
with her, which ſhe ſhould enquire pre- | 
ſently ; for ſhe judged it to be a very im- } 
a 
V 


proper place, for a lady to appear in with- 

out a gentleman. 16/4/1000 
This ſpeech, affording me an opportu- WW | 
nity of offering my ſervice to conduct her; N. 
Do. fo, do ſo, ſaid the merchant; you are MW. © 
an idle man, a proper implement for the t 
women; but hark ye, take care; you t 
know not what you have engaged in; for { 
my wife will find you oy ee enough, n 
if you love dangling. My dear, replied ft 
the lady, this is always your way; you . 
would make your wife appear to ſtrangers, Ip. 
to be one of the giddyeſt creatures in na- re 
ture; but (turning to me) pray don't N th 
mind him, Sir, ſaid ſhe; for it I pleaſed I Em 
could ſay as much for him, though not of WW 
the ſame kind; I would -ſay, Sir, 9 re 

i | | keep 


* 
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keep my huſband company, he will draw 
you every night into a ſet of ſuch ſober 


citizens, às will ſend you home melancholy, 


and over head and ears in the vapours. 
My friend laughing heartily at her, we 
paſſed our time, by the help of a few ſuch 
ſparring blows, in great pleaſantry, till the 
lady's ſervant informed her, that the cha- 
riot waited. | as 
MWMWe took ſeveral turns in the garden; 
then inviting her into a box, I regaled 
her with the choiceſt of every thing that the 
houſe afforded; but whilſt I went (in the 
abſence of the waiter) to beſpeak ſome what, 
which I thought might add to our de- 
licacies, ſhe had diſcharged the whole 
reckoning; and on my offering to pay, at 
our coming off, I was immoderately put 
to the bluſh, by the waiter's afſurancey 
that all was paid. I was about to have made 
ſome compliments upon that head, and thoſe 
no mean ones, according to my taſte; but 
ſhe ſtopt my mouth, with Sir, I am afraid 
you have been ſufferer enough by my com- 
pany ſo long, which you having ſo gene- 
rouſly diſpenſed with, 1 could do no leſs 
than diſburthen you of an expence for a 
married woman. 1 e N 
I aſſured her, that the delight 1 had 
received from her converſation, for the 
ta? I s ; ſhort 


178 MEMOIRS _ 
mort moment of time that I had enjoyed 
it, in my eſtiwation, exceeding every ſa- 

tisfaction that could be put in competition 
with it; my mite could never be diſpenſed 
with more alacrity; than where it might in 


the leaſt but contribute to her gratification. 
Mr. Oſborn, ſaid ſhe, (looking me over 


very earneſtly,) pray what loftier flights 
have you in ſtore for your real miſtreſs, 
than theſe you have complimented me 
with? J replied, that as whatever I ſhould 
have faid to her, would have flowed from 
a juſt ſenſe of her true perfections, ſo it was 
but natural, that the ſame ſenſations ſhould 
produce the ſame effects towards each as 
JJC HHS TST 
In ſhort, as this lady's mien and ele- 


gance had rouſed up my paſſions to a moſt. 


exalted; degree of delight for her 10 
ſo if I was not exceſſively deceived, mine 
was very far from being odious to her 
and the ſparks of coneupiſcence kindling 
more and more in our deſires, I was per- 
ſuaded, would in ſhort time break out in 
flame, ſhould we be permitted to frequent 
intercourle. "FP | 1 
We retired from the gardens; but no- 
thing was more viſible to me, than that 
the ſupreameſt ſatisfaction each of us re- 


geived, in our return home was, the ſuck- 


2 ng 
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ing in and improving ſuch commendatory 
hints, as were aimed by each at the other. 
Nevertheleſs my heart was ſo fearleſs ofitho 
1 Lconſulted nothing more, 
v1 "Yi to proſecute this new amour with 
Fi GP HUGE ab AICICNTISENT 
I met the merchant the next My at the 
coffee-houſe, and enquiring how his lady 
did after her walk, told him, That I had 
thoughts, with his leave, of drinking tea 
with her that afternoon. He replied, That 
I had better dine with him agaio, and then 
I ſhould be in. readineſs for tea time. I 


returned him my compliments; and as that 


was an invitation by no means to be flight- 
ed, I cloſed with it, and accompanied him. 
Before we roſe from table, we had fixed 
our rout for the Opera that evening; and 
happening to be very early there, before 
the company came in, had the benefit of 
offering (by the gloomy: ſhade that ſur- 
rounded us) ſome ſuch tender things, as 
Pollen mut have . been. ſtifled in greater 
rightneſs; for as the robber avoids the 
day, nor even reddens at his own tranſ- 
actions, in the abſence of light to behold 
him; ſo; we ſcrupled not to publiſh ſome 
things in the dark, which neither could be. 
ſenſible that the other bluſhed at. 4 


I 6 . 
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8 It is . what a ſhyneſs ! is * ; 
tween the ſexes, till their inclinations each 
for other are truly fathomed: but no ſoon- 
er is the uni removed, than that addreſ 
which bad before been rejected with ſeems 
ing ſcorn, is cheriſhed into mutual appe · 
tite, incoealngs longing, panting Fr 1 
tion. 7 
This was our caſe to a tittle; bon e had 
no ſooner made the diſcovery, than I wold 
her, that as it would be full our hours ere 
the Opera was concluded, it was my opi- | 
nion, we might paſs that time much more 
engagingly, than in lingering out the te- 
dious moments where we then were: So 
taking her hand in mine, and ſqueezing it, 
] begged ber to follow me. She made 
ſome taint. ſcruples about her coach; and 
ſervants; but intreating her to leave the 
conſideration of them to me, I aſſured her, 
I would manage all to her ſatisfaQtion, © © 
I. led her out the back way, then ſtep- 
| ing into the firſt hackney-coach, I directed 
him to the bagnio I then named to him; 
Where making the beſt uſe of our time, 
we in a trice ſettled matters upon a more 
amiable footing, than an age of ſcruples 
and formalities. would have admitted of; 
and returning; at the cloſe of the entertain- 
n we n our coach in the Hay- 
market, 


4 
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market, and drove home a3 wel pleaſed, 
and demure as judges. . 

There are ſo many ex elnpnt of fond. 
neſs for a beloved öbject, beſides mere 
words, that I was upon my guard ever 
after, before her huſband, ot even his ſer- 


vants themſelves; and either upon the 
merchant's invitation, or his lady's, I ſel- 
dom' miſſed a day, but I dined with them; 
till at d T Was as generally ACh 


for 477 good friend the e looking 
upon me as an harmleſs inoffenſive fellow 
though of ſmall fortune, was never better 
pleaſed, than when, by my preſence, I de- 
tained his lady, from what he judged to 
be worſe company: So that I ſoon became 
; + meer domeſtic animal, and went about 
houſe tame, any where. 


js It wasnot without ſome concern, (thou 
d had all along ſteered clear of the leaſt 
„ uſpicion myſalf) that I was frequently 
e„ obliged to propound meaſures to my mil. 
re reſs, for the regulation of her conduct; 
es {Wor l verily believe, ſhe would have Kiſſed 
ne in preſence of her own huſband: Nor 
could 1 prevail, by my ſtrongeſt intreaties, 
0 obliging her to more OO” before ek 
| er- 
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ſervants ; for the leaft ſuſpicious eye might 
have diſcovered much morethan a common 
familiarity between us, from the far 3 
eſt part of her behaviour towards me: But 


the good man was hitherto, blind to al. Ml | 
We had never ſtolen, a night together, 
but when, he was out of town; but for n 
days, (ſhe being the daughter of a cour- | 
tier at St. James's, and upon that account 
aro Ag excurſions to dine with T 
er relations) we turned innumerable. of 
them into nights at my lodgings; nor was 1 


it long before I was conſtrained to diſcloſe 
the ſtraitneſs of my circumſtances to her; W 
from which moment, ſhe amply provided .“ 
for me, paid my rent, and ſupplied my 
ZW 
Fler unguarded temerity, I had often fi » 
told her, would one day cauſe a breach in f 
our affairs, and ſeparate us for ever; but Ml 
ſhe would give no ear to it, nay ſeemed f 
even to take delight in publiſhing our 
amour, in her own family; which I ſu- N. 
ſpeed, that ſome of them would, one Ml” 
time or other, diſcover to the merchant; 
and the conſequents proved my ſurmiſes " 
not to have been Med wth wt founda- . 
tioh; for one night, the merchant g0- 
ing (as uſual) to his club, Jeft his lady 
and me at cards; but in his abſence, that 
bs iz proving 
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roving tod dull diverſion for our ſpright- 
l geniuſes, we retired to her chamber, for 
a different ſolace. fs 
We had not been together an hour, be- 
fore we heard more men's feet than one, 
ſtepping ſoftly up ſtairs, and immediately 
à violent bounce at the door; and then 


hurried on my cloaths, rather that I might 
not leave them behind me, than for any 
uſe or ornament to my body, and gently 
raiſing the ſaſh, ſlid out of the window, in- 
to the incloſed court- yard before the houſe 
where having found the gate, and by good 
fortune the key in it, I let myſelf out, and 
away Iran, with all the ſpeed imaginable. 
| In my conjectures on this accident, I 
- | Wiighly pleaſed myſelf to think, that having 
den diſcharged her chamber, not only of my- 
80 ſelf, but of every thing belonging to me; 
Mad no one having had the leaſt knowledge 
e my eſcape z there would be no fixing 
on any crime upon the lady; but rather give 


band's jealouſy : For I doubted not in the 
kaſt, but that it was himſelf at the cham- 
ber door, no one elſe daring to have at- 
tempted ſuch a violence. By 


150 Il purpoſed to have gone to the mer- 
a nant's next day, and to have rallied with 


her 


another. I leaped out of bed in a moment, 


* 


* 


ber an opportunity of condemning her huf- 


; 


her upon her [huſband's diſappointment 
but when JI went into the nn 
Tavern in St. Paul's Church-Vard, being 
an houſe 4 was well accuſtomed to; obſery- 
ing the bar-keeper, and drawers, all to 
laugh, and (looking at me, ) ſhew great ſigns 
of merryment; upon examining into the 
cauſe, the drawer told me, that I had left 
my wig at home, and was come out in my 
night- cap: I then turning it into a l 
too, was ſhewn into a room; but when [ 
had reflected, what ſpeculation - my wig 
lying upon the merchant's table would 
create, I was ready to have gone mad. 
I durſt not now retire to my own lodg- 
ings, for fear of being taken up; ſo kept 
ſculking about the ſkirts of the town; for 
ſome days, and until J was in hopes, mat- 
ters might be ſomewhat compoſed again; 
but about four days afterwards, taking up 
a news-paper, in a little by 4 I 
met with a paragraph, which rendered my 
unhappy circumſtances ten times more de- 
porous : It ran in theſe words, as near as 
can now remember: On . Tueſday night 
laſt, a noted merchant in this city, having 
diſcovered his wife to be falſe to his bed, 


diſcharged her from his houſe, about ten 


o'clock at night, 


1 
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What an helliſh action have I been guil- 
s- Wl ty of! Said 1: this muſt furely be Mr. 
g —o—1P's lady. The very night, the very 
v- hour; it can be no other than herſelf. 
to What ſhame, what diſgrace will neceſſarily 
ms Wl attend, not only her huſband, but her own 
he Wl injured family! What will become of her! 
eft ! can nowiſe maintain her in her vagabond 
ny Wl ftate!_ furely ſome curſe attends my every 
oh action! I then retorted upon myſelf, that 
n | Wl what other could I expect, from a life ſo 
ig WM fraught with complicated villainy as mine. 
nd Whence can it proceed, ſaid I; that I, 
i who naturally am of an open generous diſ- 
g- poſition, and would, by choice, act up to 
ept Wl the moſt praiſe-worthy, and commendable 
for ¶ actions amongſt mankind; nay, that I, to 
at- whom a difgraceful expoſure for my ſe» 
in; get failings, would be worſe than death 
up MW itſelf; that I, I fay, ſhould ever be in- 
; I WW duced to involve myſelf, daily, in fuch 
my difficulties, as of courſe muſt protract my 
de- being in a ſtate of-miſery to me] Whence 
as can it proceed; that I, who utterly deteſt 
ght my own vicious actions, ſhould” ever be 
1 prevailed upon to commit a villainy; and 
that, not by accident, ſurpriſe, or unad- 
viſedly z but deliberately, and even (nor 
ſeldom, ) from the reſult of conſideration 1. 
| fear, my natural gaiety of temper, _ 
++ e 
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the dread of a deprivation of thoſe things 
which tend to promote, and keep it vivid, 
is the genuine ſource of all my greivance 
why cannot I ſubmit to labour, as others 
in my circumſtances do; rather than from 
year to year, and day to day, ſtruggle 
on through ſuch dangers and anxieties, as 
would have deſtroyed any other man! No, 
no, I erect the Idol pleaſure for my ſole 
deity, and whilſt 1 adore that only, it 
ſeems joyous in the fruition ; but the ſting 
that ſucceeds it, will be intolerable. 
About eleven o'clock this night, I ventu- 
red home to my lodging, where the firſt ſen- 
tonee that greeted me was, an account of ſom 
All- looking fellows, who had been enquiring 
for me, and lurking about in the neigh 
bourhood, till very late for ſeveral night 
before, in hopes of meeting with me. 
This new? giving me a ſurfeit of home 
I that night pack'd up my little alls th 
were left, and reſolving to go for Ireland 
took coach from my own door with m 
baggage, to the Star in Grace - church ſtreet 
from whente, the next day, I ſet out! 
the Rocheſter coach for Graveſend ; pu 
poſing to remain there, till I ſhould hear 
ſome veſſel bound to Ireland. _ _ 
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c ιναοννννοννονον 


HAF. MV. 

Marries an Alewife at Graveſend. Goes 

to France. Turns Papiſt, Is con- 
feſſed. Diiſſikes bis Penance. 


Continued ſome time at Graveſend, ata 

ublic houſe, cloſe by the river ſide; but 
could meet with no veſſel for my purpoſe ; 
and my ſtock beginning to run low, I was 
now upon my wits again, what method 1 
ſhould- purſue for a recruit; when ſtill no- 
thing occurred to me like matrimony: for 
I had been ſo often uſed to that, that I had 


but little now to invent for my introduction 


to the ladies hearts, having had all that 
could well be urged upon the ſubject, ſo 
many times over-and over. 8 
Now, my landlady being a young wi- 
dow, and (as I had gained intelligence, 
worth ſome money 1 hand,) with a 
ſtock all her own, I grew exgeeding com- 
plaiſant to her; I ep, deen one day of 
wondering that ſuch a woman as ſhe Was, 
ſhould take up with living in ſo diſre- 
putable an employment; adding, the 


air 
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air of her whole deportment, muſt certain- 
ly have been deſigned for a better eſtabliſh+ 
ment in life; not to mention, a greater 
ſhare of beauty itſelf, than fell to the lot of 
moſt women. llt o chien 
She did not ſeem to ſuſpect me of flat - 
wol as to the beauty whereof ſhe was 
miſtreſs; but with a ſigh, replied, that it 
was ſorely againſt her inclination, to have 
engaged in the buſineſs. at: firſt 5 but it 
being her poor dear deceaſed huſband's 
pleaſure to embark. in it, ſhe had only to 
acquieſce, with whatever was agreeable to 
him: But that great rt of what they had, 
being now inveſted therein, ſhe knew not 
how to relinquiſh it. I extolled her merit 
to the ſkies, aſſuring her, how much it had 
grieyed me, when I had obſerved that 
ſuch a woman as ſhe was, ſhould be obliged 
to attend the call of every impertinent fel- 
low, who had but barely two-pence in his 
pocket; and be compelled to ſubmit to 
ſalutes, which were ſhe in another ſtation 
of life, the beſt man on earth might eſteem 
as a felicity. 8 1 
obſerved, that my diſcourſe had 
wrought an effect upon Madam, that 1 
had not taken notice of before; for the 
very next day, ſhe was dreſt out in her 
black ſilk, as clean and fine as a lady, and 
20 „ u 
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was even to a nicety, | complaifant to 
me; nor did I' omit any opportunity of 
renewing my diſcourſe to her, on the ſame 
ſabject; till having brought her (with a 
languiſn) to wiſh ſhe could be ſo happy as 
to be releaſed from her ſlaviſn occupation; 
Ah ! widow; ſaid I, that depends wholly 
on your own choice. I myſelf am a wi- 
cover, my—ſertlement at Dublin; where 
„ (though by birth an Engliſnman) I have 
been many years eſtabliſhed; but having 
ad ſeveral affairs to ſettle with my corre- 
» bpondents in England, and large ſums to 
„ rcceive in London, my bufineſs being 
t ompleated, Jam willing to return as ſoon 
it Ns poſſible. I then aſſured her, that from 
d hat 1 had obſerved of her perſon. and 
ar conduct, I had ſo juſt an eſteem for her, 
2d 

el- 

nis 

to 


hat if ſhe would make me the happieſt 
nan on earth; it muſt be by becoming my 
wie, and croſſing the water with me to 
Dublin. As for your ſubſtance, - ſaid I. 
bat is wholly out of confideration with _ 
te, be it what it will, much good may it do 
du; but your perſon, and amiable qua- 
ities, being what I ſo highly prize, thoſe 
lone are worthy of my 2 e 
Look ye, widow, ſaid I, we have both. 
ren married before, therefore it will be 
tedleſs, for our attacks, or advances to be 
Te carried 


3 * 


propoſal, and let me have your anſwer to- 


what ſort of a place Dublin was? J replied, 


to make one at their tea-table! Oh! ſays 


I, 
1h 
any party in the kingdom. Pray, ſaid ſhe, 


I don't know 


muſt go with you, replied ſhe. 


make me ſo happy, ſhe would in one thing 
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carried 'on, by the formal proceedings, 


which a virgin reſerve demands; But my 
love, ſaid I (kiſſing her) conſider you of my 


morrow. Fo | 

I was then turning about to leave her; 
when (not abſolutely eaſy at my departure) 
ſhe recalled me, by her deſire of knowing 


that it was a large city, like London, and 
the capital of Ireland, full of gentry, and 
that there was as good living there, as on 
any ſpot in Chriſtendom. That my late 
wife had a prodigious acquaintance there, 
which uſed to delight me mightily ; for 
ſaid I, it was the greateſt ſatisfaction I had, 


pu will be highly delighted there; nor 


I be aſhamed of introducing you, to 


do they talk 1 N all the ſame as at 
London, ſaid I, I ſhall long to have you 
amongſt us there. Wh) — then 
you ſeem a very worthy 
gentleman———] thin J believe! 


I preſt her to my breaſt, and kiſſing her. 
begged, that ſince ſhe would condeſcend to 


more ſhew her compliance to me, and that 
7 ; was 
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was, not to defer my joy; for that ſnip- 
ging being uncertain, and as it would 
xceffary, ſo foon as our 5 Was 
wer, to ſell off her ſtock, and diſpoſe of 
er houſe 3 ſo if that was deferred, it muſt 
f courſe protract the doing this, whereby 
re might poſſibly loſe the firſt opportuni- 
hof our paſſage ; for we could, when our 
buſineſs was. over, take a private lodging, 
ill ſome ſhip ſhould fall down the river 
br our purpoſe. | 


ter up, that ſhe deſired I would act as 1 
eaſed, and I appointed the next morning 
it our nuptials. 33 | 
We were no ſooner man and wife, but 
xr houſe was to be let, and our goods 
be ſold by publick outcry ; but it being 


beſs, we were not long without a ſucceſſor, © 
to took all the ſtock and furniture off our 
nds, at an hundred and thirty ſix pounds, 
uch my wife gave me, to depoſit amongſt 
papers and ſecurities, with which I had 
d her, my boxes were crammed full; and 
b ſooner had I taken due care of that ſum, 
putting it into my pocket) than ſhe de- 

ered me two hundred and eight pounds, 
ich ſhe had by her before marriage. 


Having 


In ſhort, I had ſo kiſſed, and wrought 


te beſt ſituated houſe in the town for bu- 


? 
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Having fully compleated our buſineſs in 
about ten days time; nothing for Ireland yet 
appearing, Itold her, I had a friend at Chat- 
ham, which I had a great inclination to vi- 
ſit before I left the country, and that I would 
go ſpend one day with him, defiring her in the 
mean time, to look out that no proper veſſel 
- Nlipped by us: But I am afraid, I ſtaid ra- 
ther too long for her, becauſe I never re- 
turned again; but taking the tide coach to 
Rocheſter, I there met with a veſſel for 
Calais directly, which 1 boarded, and the 
very next morning landed on the Gallic 

ſhore. ; | 

I I had never been beyond the confines o 
my native ſoil before, and being intirely an 
idle perſon, I travelled further up the coun 
by: making ſome ſtay at St. Omers; 
where I viſited their churches, and was 
greatly Amuſed, at the different cuſtoms 
and manners of the people, from thoſe ol 
my own nation; and by conſtant attend 
ance at their churches, I was taken notice oi 
by an elderly prieſt, who by degrees gained 
my confidence, and we became very ſa 
miliar together; for I could diſcourſe hit 
on points of ſcholarſhip, he being my coun 
tryman, (as he told me) tho? bred up ie 
one of their colleges. 
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He would often lament to me, the 
wretched; ſtate. of my own country, in 
ſtanding out againſt the true faith; (as he 
called it) but I having received an hint 
from an Engliſh houſe at Calais, never to 
engage in debates on religion, was very ſhy 
of entering into any explanations with him. 

This he having often obſerved; after 
ſome further acquaintance, told me, that 
being his own countryman, I might be as 


for free with him, as with one of my own 
cel bath; only willed me, not to uſe any harſh- 


neſs in my expreſſions againſt the Holy See; 
for that, he ſaid, I could no more bear 
againſt my own perſuaſion, than he could 
HO OR ER TS et 
He by. degrees, urged the power that 
was depoſited in his church, for Kaen 
of ſins, ſo powerfully, and with ſuc wal [ 
ble arguments, as I, who had beſtow- 
ed but little of my leiſure to the know- 
edge of thoſe things, could ſcarce reſiſt; 
ad this, now became one of our ſtanding 
topicks, in every . converſation; till at 
kngth, he ſo ſtaggered my belief, without 
vlolutely convincing my judgment, that 
began to conſider, that theſe people were 
den, as well as myſelf ; that we were po: | 
N 


ſhed by education equally ; that the 
were very numerous; and that as their te- 
9 N 
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nets interfered ſo diametrically with ours, 
but one of us could be in the right; and if 
it ſhould be them, what a noble opportu- 
nity. ſhould I loſe, of being abſolutely for- 
given that load of iniquity, which could 
not, but at times, gaul my very ſoul, and 
reduce me to deſperate miſery. Would 
not I give the whole world, ſaid I, for in- 
ward peace? and is that attainable; whilſt 
my paſt crimes are daily crowding up my 
imagination uncancelled ? No, furely the 
weight of ſuch as are daily adding to the 
heap, is ſufficient for me to bear; and can 
I but get rid of the paſt, I ſhall ſtruggle 
the better with my new ones. | 
What intereſt, ſaid I, can this man have 
2 "Ve 0 8 | 
in deceiving me? but as any thing is better 
than to be as I am, I will give myſelf up 
to him; there may be ſome more power 
ful motives, to cauſe my abſtinence fro 
vice in his way, than in ours; ] am refoly 
ed to try. lige 
Ihe next time we met, I told him, tha 
I was determined to turn catholick, if 
could but aſſure me of pardon for my pal 
"crimes, and could but make me, after co 
feſſion, as clean from fin as if I had neve 
committed it. That was what there w: 
no doubt of, the ſaid; but as I had as y. 
only been baptized by hereticks, whole i 
| | cramen 
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craments- were null and invalid; it would 
be expedient for me to paſs thro” his exa- 
mination, and inſtructions, previous to the 
baptiſm he would afford me; and then, 
upon my true confeſſion, and penance, 
I ſhould be as clean as a ſucking child. 

This was ſo-joyful a ſound to me, that 
I forthwith entered upon the diſcipline, and 
ſubmitted to all that he recommended. 
Well, I was new chriſtened, and then 
brought to confeſſion: Here, (with a more 


I was. charged to recollect my whole paſt 
life, not omitting the leaſt particle, or 
circumſtance of it; nor to cloak, ſmother, 


ave or nar any part of my actions; but to 
tte declare them entire, with the very turn of 


up mind, and inclination, that I committed 


them with. FRE 


] began, and went tolerably well on, 
till my adventure in the park, when 1 
thought of ſhooting myſelf ; but there he 
ſhook his head, calling me ſeveral hard 
names. At my amour with my Incognita, 
(which I expected would have proved an 
heavy charge | againſt - me) he only ſaid, 
Simple fornication, with conſent of parties. 
Go on, go on. Nor did he make any 
greater difficulty of my affair with Fanny; 
but upon my firſt 9 then it was 


2 that 


authoritative air than he had hitherto uſed) 
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that I began to load myſelf, he ſaid, by 
my intercourſe with my Incognita, and 
Fanny. O! then ſaid I, how ſhall I pro- 
ceed! Not proceed, ſaid he? You are: a 
damned man if you ſtay here. Come, let 
me ſee, what good deeds have you done 
to counter- balance theſe evils? Alas ! ſaid 
J. no ſooner was my firſt wife dead, than 
1 married two others. Two ? ſaid he. Ay, 
replied I, both of whom I ruined in the 
ſupport of my miſtreſs. Two ruined, and 
but one benefited ? ſaid he. Tes, I told 
him, but that in a little time, one of my 
wives died, Happy for her, replied he; 
but what became of the other? She went 
mad, ſaid I. No | marvel, added he. 
Then raiſing his hands a full yard above 
his head, Have you done, ſaid he? I re- 
plied, No. But I was really aſhamed to 
Proceed any further, begging him to par. 
don what I had confeſſed, and that I would 
go through with it another time. ; 
My father- confeſſor began now to ſtorm, 
and rave, and called-me ſuch bitter names 
as I never heard before. He grinned at 
me, and looked fo fierce, as if every fact! 
had confeſſed, had been pointed at him; 
ſeeming to be in a perfect agony with me, 
but could give me no pardon, he ſaid, till 
I had finiſhed my whole confeſſion. 


I then 
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I then proceeded, to my robbery ; my 

next marriage; my loſs; my adventure 
id WM with the merchant's lady, and marriage at 
0 Wl Graveſend, with what had happened ſinee. 
2 Have you done? faid he. I replied, That 
ct I L had; ſave that I had told ſo many lies. and 
ne Wl lived in ſuch a ſtate of double-mindedneſs, 
and, hypocriſy mpſt part of my days, that 
an I could not poſſibly. recollect particulars z 
„but hoped he would take them by the 
ne WF lump. What? faid he, never a murder 
nd WM in all this ſcene? I told him, No; that I - 
Id WM had ſteered clear of that, which was a 
m great comfort to me; unleſs he ſhould be 
e; of opinion, that my ſecond. wife died of a 


ent broken heart. I ſuſpected, 7 he, 
he. I that this complicated diſplay of villainy, 
ove 


could not have ſubſiſted ſo long without a 
murder; but as you have run through the 

whole courſe of ſin; a general pardon will 
be ſufficient for you, upon ſubmitting to an 
adequate penance; and as luſt ſeems to 

have been the predominant vice in your 
compoſition, in order to ſtrike at the foot 
of it, emaſculation only can ſet you right 
1 rect 1 
8 ſtarted at the ſound, and was riſing 
from my knees, on which I had been 
couching by his ſide, during my whole 
confeſſion. What? faid he, does not the 
e, eee e 
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remedy ſuit the diſorder? © Deſperate diſ⸗- 

eaſes, require as deſperate -appheations, 

and this muſt be ſubmitted to, or you are 
à dead man; in ſin, I mean, and muſt be 
damned, there is no avoiding it. I de- 
fited to know, Whether no Fighter putiiſh- 
ment would be as effectual; but he anſwer- 
ed, Not fo ſure; for as I was but a young 
corwert, he thought it beſt, to make a 
good man of meat once. ; ; g am $9596 
The prieft, ſtilf obſęrving me to boggle 
at the penance; Come, comte, hid he, no 
reluctance; I'II fend fer an operator, frall 
do it at once for you; he Has had ſeveräl 
patients of my recommending, it tie like 
caſe, and all have ſucceedẽd under Is 
hands, to adirſiration ; hay, aretow aschat 
and virtuous perſons, as airy in the Ring- 
- dom of France: Nor ſhall 15 find your 
condition otherwiſe,” ini a ſhort time. 1 
\ told him, that the operation might ptove 
dangerous, and fubject me to à fever; fo 
begged hard for a few days preparation, 
that I might (by temperance) reduce myſelf 
to a better habit of body, to go through 
with it: And, but with much ado, pie 
| vailed. 3775 Y - ISSION 2:0 238) LY SITLSC | | 

I was in ſach confuſion, and begged fc 
- Hard,” that he would releaſe me upon ſome 
"gentler penance ; that he aſſured me, m 
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crimes would ſcarce admit of it, and 575 
dan le | Hl Lis ways by avoid Wa, ; lo 
much. dreaded, Which he apprehended 
would be ſo far from hat 1 ould think. 
gentler, that it might abſolutely ruin me, 
he feared. I begged him to reveal it to me; 
for that I would ſubmit to any thing, ra- 
ther than what he had propoſe et. 
I'll tell you, ſaid he; in caſes of ſin, a 
man muſt part with what is deareſt to him, 
to get clear of that; and as his riches are 
moſt dear to each individual, our holy 
church, in pious concern for her members, 
hach conſented, that they ſhall commute 
their bodily puniſhment, for a pecuniary; 
but then, as. 1, ſaid before, that muſt. be 
ſo large, to bear apy proportion to your 
erimes, that it may undo you. 
Undo me? ſaid I, can a man be more 
uvndone, than by the penance you would 
enjoin? Ay, ay, replied he; or holy 


church would never have permitted com- 
mutation. I then aſked. him, how much 


would buy me off? He replied, that as I 
was yet but a novice, he would not inſiſt 
on more than ſeven hundred Louis-d'Ors, 
to be beſtowed in charity; but had I been 
otherwiſe, he could not have abated me 

Then, ſaid I, you 
K4 muſt 


— 


o * 1 
* Y 1 
0 , 

” 


20᷑ MEM O IRS 


tally your account, what you pay will 
© not 


muſt have your will of 'me, for 1 am not 
worth half ſo much in the world. 
Countryman, ſaid he, I am ſorry for it; 
but as the intent of a fine, in this caſe is, 
to load the injurious party as deeply as he 


can bear; let me know what you are 
worth, and Pil go as low as poſſible, with 


you ; for the ſame ſum, may be a proper 
mulct upon one man, that is not fo upon 
another, juſt as circumſtances vary: And 
indeed, as your crimes are ſo enormous, 
you can't purchaſe your future peace, and 
tranquillity, at too high a price, 
I 'was now very well aſſured, that what - 
ever a man had was his proper mulct; 
and that it was meerly . 
liar indulgence of his good- mother, that 


he paid no more: So I told him, that my 


whole ſtock would not amount to above 


fifty pieces. Is it poſſible, think you, that 


tifry pieces can compenſate for ſuch enor- 
mities as yours? ſaid he. I was very ſorry, 
J told him, that they would not. Nay, faid 


he, if you pay it down with a good con- 
icience, heartily willing, and anxious to 


have advanced further, had you been able, 


1 will make that do. The will for the 
. deed : But beware you don't deceive your- 


telf; for if you ſhould have more, and 
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not be of the leaſt avail to you; you are a 
loſt man ſtill; but if you are ſincere, 
bring me the money on Friday next, and 
PII do the beſt I can for you. 

Well, this fifty pieces was to ſet me 
rectus in curia again; but the it Was tack- 
ed to ſuch a proviſo, as would not, fail to 
render it ineffectual; for that I had two 
hundred and fifty more, was ſure enough; 
and that F would not part with one penny 
of them to him, was as certain; for 1 
plainly perceived, that he mattered not 
how ſoon I was a beggar, ſo he got but 
my money. To prevent, therefore, idly 


diſpoſing of any part of my caſh, (for his 
farce would prevail over me no longer) 
t I thought proper to bruſh off the premiſſes, 
do avoid him; ſo ſet out the ſame night, 
e for Aire; nor did Jever behold: my gholſt- 
© Wl father afterwards. 1 N 
d | | PCS | 
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Turns 285 for himſelf 1 ber tardy. | 


he. Goes for an Engliſh baronet. 
Marries at Paris. Goes off with bis 
Wife's fortune. Adventures at Bref 


1 ce ce 0 
Had ſeen ſo much of m jalt, 3 the 
| . ready way they had of getting money, 
beyond what 1 could have conceived 
before; that I refolved to turn prieſt my- 
ſelf, (if poſſible) and for that end, ap- 
lied myfet fto a fraternity of monks, at 
oe Pol; pretending that my zeal was ſo 
warm, char” I could not reſt, till I had ob- 

tained the cowl. 

Being admitted after ſome time of pro- 
bation, I became confeſſor myſelf, to ſe- 
veral of both ſexes; but had not Tong exer- 
ciſed my function, before I had invented 
- ſuch diſagreeable penances for my chil. 
dren, and what I was certain they would 
never ſubmit to; that by turning them in- 
5 85 whatever I could get of ready money, | 
Touldd afford to work cheaper, than moſt of 
2 my 


* 
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| Win for money ebe away very faſt, 
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8 e apt My number of children 


tardy, in rather a too dee Rovers 
was near being brought to a ſtrict account, 


that the blame (as they pretended, though 
they all played the ſame game more co- 


vertly) might not lie upon the ſociety. 

To avoid the impending cenſure, I fled 
by night; ſculking in the woods by day, 
and only travelling i in the dark, for I was 
aſſured there would be an hue-and-cry after 
me; but dropping one part of my habit 
here, and another there, in paſſing a few 


towns, I was ſo tranſmogrified, that I ſet 


up for an Engliſh baronet, on my arrival 
at Paris, where J was ſecure from further 
ſearch. 

I made an extraordinary. appearance in 
that city, and kept the beſt of company, 
being a. conſtant attendant on the court, 
and every polite aſſembly; 1 could ſpeak 
French from a boy, ſo that with the 
practice I had had in it ſince, I was 
elteemed to conyerſe with no ſmall ele- 
gancy. 

Here I fell into my old way of life 


in 


*. J 2 8 
Tone of c odio h pupils dim. 
niſhed, in proporfio 1 
tion of mine) Rl length catching me 


" 
4 
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in order to keep up my- ſtock, mn 
my mind to matrimony; and that I 3 
rather play a ſmall game than ſtand out, 
condeſcended to take up with a private 
gebtleman's daughter, whoſe: father being 
juſt dead, had left her about eighteen hun- 
dred Louis-d'Ors; But my pretence being 
downright paſſion, I never once (to herſelf) 
ſo much as hinted at her fortune, having 
boaſted ſo much of my own Engliſh eſtate, 
as an ample ſufficiency for us, wire We 
ſhould arrive there. 

I ſhall paſs over my courtſhip, — juſt 


ſignify. to my reader, that I married this 


lady; when having ſome buſineſs, bn 
pretended) with my younger brother, 
merchant in Italy, I projected a voyage Fe 
him; but ſhe being very unwilling to part 
with me, I ſatisied her, that my ſtay would 
be ſo very inconſiderable, that ſhe would 
ſcarce miſs me, e're I ſhould return ; per- 
ſuading her at the fame time, to retire to 
her aunt's in my abſence; when Þ took 
poſt for Breſt, where | allured her, I ſhould 
Procure ſhipping for the Mediterranean. 
Muy deſign was, to have gone either to 


-the weſtern parts of England, or to Ire- 
land with this booty; (for 1 had all her for- 


tune with me, changed into bills upon 
Ergland :) And by talling into no 
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way of commerce, to have ſubſiſted my- 
ſelt for the remainder of my days; to have 
entered into a ſtate of conſideration with 
myſelf, and to have repaired the injuries 
of my paſt flagitious life, by the future 
exerciſe: of virtue and moral honeſty; for I 
had ſo long been in a ſtate of war, with 
every good and commendable action, that 
even deteſted my own proceedings; nor 
could I bear to ſcrutinize my paſt tranſ- 
actions, without the deepeſt ſenſe of ſname, 
and horrour: But this, thinks 1, ſhall be 
t dhe laſt deceit that I will ever put upon 
s nankind; and I then, even perſuaded 
I nyſelf, that this was neceſſary to enable 
a Ine to proſecute the good work that I in- 
to tended to commence: For ſaid I, had 1 
been deſtitute of means, at the beginning 
of my re formation, I ſhould have ſtill been 
expoſed. to conſtant 'temptation ; and this 
but adding one more crime to the ſcore; _ 
ad if I'can but diſcharge myſelf from the 
ft, I ſhall find no great difficulty with 
mis alone; eſpecially, as it will in its con- 
quence, be productive of ſo great good. 
With theſe reſolutions, I ſay, I arrived 
r Breſt, where not meeting with any veſ- 
for my purpoſe, ſo ſoon as I hoped for, 
| accidentally fell into company with a 
joung gentle man, who was arrived there 
FP | 2 before 


* 
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3 on much the ſawe crrand ; but 
deſigned for other parts. We being both 
equally ſtrangers, aſſociated together, and 
by that means contracted an intimacy; and 
from one thing to another, we fell into re- 
lations of our own particular affairs. 1 ſoon 
learned, that he was about attempting to 
recruit a decayed fortune; for that his geni- 
us, he ſaid, having inclined him to a ſhowy 
life, he had ſo impaired his ſubſtance, that 
4rom a fine ba which he once was maſter 
of, he had by intriguing, drinking, and 
other ſuch like practices, reduced it tc 
the ſcanty modicum = e hundrec 
Louis Orrs. tc 

Fe ſaid, it was now an extream mixfor 
tune to him, that he ſhould not have the 
leaſt knowledge of mercantile affairs, whe 
at the ſame time, he could fancy no othe 
means of ſubſiſting by; for as to reſiding i div 
France, where he had once made fuch Whay 
figure, he could by no means ſubmit to ii 
in a meaner way than he had been accuſtot 
ed to; nor could be condeſcend to 
thoughts of mechaniſm. He could ha 
wiſh'd, he ſaid, that it had ever been 
lot to have travelled, for that might ha 
initiated him in the knowledge of me 
and things, whereby he might have fort 
11 ſome judgment, of what part of un 
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world would be the moſt | ; fo 
his ſettling in. 6 

Having heard his ſtory ee n 
lite reſerve I began to unravel mine 
to him; at leaſt ſuch parts of it, as would 
with the leaſt ſhew of modeſty, bear relat- 
ing 3 nor did I make much difficulty, of 
diſcovering ſeveral of my intrigues with the 
ladies; when he replied, that he took me 
for a very happy man, for having been ſo 
diſtinguiſned by the ladies; that for his 
own part, though nine & gba in, ten of his 
eſtate had been beſtowed on em, yet had 
de never once met with the leaſt e 5 
treatment from any of them. 

How do you think, ſays he, 1 was once 


crved ? I defired him to inform me. Why, 


added he, having ſeveral times, with ſome 
emotion, beheld a young lady at the public 
diverſions, whoſe beauty, and modeſt be- 
baviour, made a deep impreſſion on my 
magination; and never having obſerved 
my gentleman in her e 3 I con- 
crived, by the appearance made, that 
he muſt be either ſome maiden, or 

vidow of good fortune, and ſet my 2 
o watch her home from the play one 
wening. I the next day paid her a viſe 
nyſelf, propoſing marriage to her. I 
bund her as genteel, and free as my wiſhes 


conld 
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could hiffe formed her; the receiving _ 
viſits with all imaginable reſpect, and cur. 
teſy; but after ſeveral applications, per- 
ceiving that marriage was but a diſagree- MI. 
able ſubje&t to her, I almoſt deſpaired of 
ſucceſs; yet there was ſome what ſo gay, 
ſo inviting in her temper, that I was not 
without hopes of finding a miſtreſs in her, 
1 I fail of a wife. 

I made her ſeveral valuable Freies all MW! 
which with the moſt 'graceful complaiſance WW " 
ſhe received; and though” not in direct WM 
words, yet indicated by her actions, ber i " 
ſeeming readineſs to make me happy: But d 
ſtill delayed, from day to day, till T had n 
expended prodigious ſums upon her. ſe 

In ſhort, I grew ſo impatient of this pro- fe 

| traction, and my uneafineſs was now ſo di- 
ſtinguiſhable to her; that having for ſome 
time deſiſted from preſenting her as uſual, ſhe 
ee me my deſires, the next evening. 
ou may imagine, that after ſo much pains 
taken for that purpoſe, I was not back 
Ward at the appointed hour; but raviſhed 
at the near approach of my imagined bliſs 
1 flew in tranſports to her apartment 
where after ſome previous preliminaries, 
was admitted to her bed, wherein ſhe 
Had already laid herſelf: But ſcarce had 
ſtretched myſelf along-ſide by her, W 
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the chamber door opening, -preſgpted me 
with a tall, but ſtern looking gentleman, 
in the habit of an officer, with a drawn 
{word in one hand, and a piſtol and candle 
in the other. I ns res 7 

No ſooner had my lady deſcryed him, 
than, O heavens! my huſband, ſaid ſhe, 
and fell into a pretended fit. | 

The gentleman, having placed his light 
pon the table, advanced to the bed-ſide, 
with every token of rage and revenge in 
his countenance z but as yet, without utter- 
ing a ſingk word. I need not attempt to 
deſcribe the cenſternation that had ſeized 
my very ſoul, at the advance of the meſ- 
| ſengers of death; for ſhifting the - piſtol 
ro- from his U ight hand, to his left, and with 
di- that graſping the ſword , I was already, in 
conceit, pierced through and through with 
It; when farting up on my ſeat, I extended 
my arms for mercy. Villain, cried he, 
Wan there be pitty for a wretch like thee! 
i mid-night raviſher! Shall ſuch vile trai- 
ors, diſgrace the bed of him who has been 
nlquing his life, and waſting his blood in 
lis country's ſervice ! No, miſcreant, ſaid 
e, this arm ſhall not only vindicate my 
en honour, but rid the world of ſuch a 

elt to human ſocict g. 
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He was juſt preparing to ſtrike, when 
pleaded, that though I muſt confeſs, my 
intent was criminal; yet I was neither ap- 
prized of her being a wife, nor had I as yet 
roceeded to action. How? raſcal, ſaid 
he, this that you are caught in, is the firſt 
time, I ſuppoſe; but caſt not your duſt in 
my eyes. Shall I lie under the canopy of a 
ſingle canvaſs, in the open field, expoſed 
to the inclemencies of winds and weather, 
that ſuch monſters as you, may enjoy your 
eaſe infilk, and down? Think you, that 
J ſpill my blood to ſupport that baſe wo- 
man, merely for your ſervice? but I vi 
ſuffer the pangs of your own conſcience te 
enxereiſe themſelves upon you, before 
draw the laſt drop of your heart's- blode 
out: It is ſome mitigation of my injuries 
to behold the horrours of your affrighte ti 
Foul, juſt upon its departure, from the gv 
-Glthy caſe, its harbourer nor ſhall t 
brutiſh woman, your paramour, long ſuſ port 
vive you. No, let your ſpirits mix in ic 
embraces in the ſhades below, this world 
a heaven too fair, for ſuch adulterous men 
(Deas de inhabie. ny 
MH This man of war, had by this tim ugne 
.wrought me 2 ſuch a pitch of terroueoul, 
that the very ſtroke of death itſelf, wourelea 
have been an acceptable relief to me. How 
22 evi 
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ever, I had ſtil} courage left; to make one 
more puſh for my own life, and that of 
the ladies; for that, as no injury had as yet 
proceeded beyond the intention, and as that 

| Wl was a fecret to all the world but himſelf, 

WW | would render him all the recompence in 

my power, befides humbly aſking bis par- 

a Wl don, and acknowledging my crime, if he 

d would but paſs by the injury, and grant 

our lives. 67155 Wot 

He inſiſted, that it was ſuch a ſtain upon 

his honour, as could not be compenſated - 

for: but by blood: - Yet, forry he was, 
ze ſaid, for the occaſion, which muſt ne- 

teſſate him 8 ſuch an action; but 1 

preſſing again for moderation, he replied, 

at —— than ſtain his hands in my 
laughter,” as matters were but yet ripe for 

Action, and not perpetrated, if I would 

give him ten | thouſand Louis-d'Ors, I 

bould go off with life; though what pro- 

ortion could that bear, to the whole of 
is future peace; which being now broken 
© upon, could never be reinſtated. © 

= To conclude, he drew a note for that 

m, payable to himſelf or bearer, and 1 

ti igned it, (as I would any other paper he 

rroueould have brought me as the terms of my 
woulleleaſe)' when he permitted me to riſe, and 

Hoe gone, having firſt informed * 

cv , 1 Was 


I was, and where to be met with; and 


very well off didI think myſelf, that 1 had 
eſcaped ſo. oo rye Bla: = 
Ihe note was payable in three days, nor 
had it been due three hours, before it was 
produced to me, and demanded, by one 
of the worſt looking fellows that ever the 
world prodyced. De ee 
1 had taken adviee. of my advocate, 
whether the method of obtaining this note 
vas juſtifiable; who aſſured me, it was not, 
and that as it was extorted from me by co 
ertion, and under a ſurprize, 1 might 
very fairly avoid payment, and ſhould 
even have the better fit at law. Thisre 
vived meexceedingly, for I own, that the 
ſum ſeemed to me to be of more conſe 
_ quence, - than to be idly thrown away 
eſpecially, in the decline of my. fortune 
haying not above as much more left. 
Upon the geotleman's requeſt therefott 
for payment, I told him I muſt have time t 
conſider, whether I would pay it at all or not 
Pay it or not? ſaid he; Sir, do you imagine 
that a gentleman of my profeſſion (for h 
was dreſt like a ſoldier too) will call twic 


for ſuch a trifle as this ? I knowing myſe 
to be upon my on dunghill now, and nc 
in my miſtreſs's bed- chamber, replied, th: 
he might call twice, and twice again, ba 
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fore I paid it; and that if he had any incli- 
nation to try for its recovery in the courts 
of juſtice, I was ready to anſwer him there, 
yhenever he:pleaſed. HH 
My Hector, then collecting himſelf into 
be, replied, that it was beneath a man of 
tis profeſſion, to ſeek right, by any other 
method. than his ſword. It was not his 


wy may, to proceed by the tedious ſteps of 
ote ? . ous 

ot aw, Or to ſubmit the determination of his 
o eperty to any other judgment than his 


own : Therefore, Sir, ſays he, as the de- 
fruction of an avowed enemy, is the only 
oper ſatisfaction for a man of honour, 
ve at you; and whipping out his ſword, 
je made a violent paſs at me. a 
I muſt own, that a ſword was a weapon 
| was no ways anxious for encounterin 
ich a fellow as that with; though I ſhoul 
ave been. under leſs apprehenſion from 
tat, than I ſuſtained from his countenance, 
wounded with cuts and ſcars, all over. Un- 
ble therefore to bear up againſt the ſhock, 
told him I would pay the money. This 
ought him to temper again; when he 


Ley Kclared, that the earth bore not a more 
15 kaceable man than himſelf, from natural 
J, chal polition ; but honour, Sir, honour, ſaid 
a | 

ny © 


E, is not to be trifled with. 


1 was 


"diſcovered our misfortunes, to have ariſe 


I ̃was ſo glad to be fairly quit of thit 
man of honour, and alſo of the ſcrape 
which had introduced me to the knowledge 
of him, that-I paid him the caſh, took 
up my note, and diſmiſſed him. 
It was not above three months after, 
ſaid he, when another gentleman of my 
acquaintance, was caught in the ſame ſnare 
by the ſame parties; but he not having 
wherewithal to pay his fees, was obligec 
to make application to his friends for aſ 
ſiſtanee, and amongſt the reſt, to me 
Upon opening his ſtory to me, I coul 
not refrain from pitying his circumſtances 
they tallying ſo exactly with my own; an 
upon further explanation between us, 1 


from the ſame parties, and ſoon found 
that the lady was not married, but that 
kept theſe two bullies, and that their fc 
way of ſubſiſting was, by drawing in u 

wary cuſtomers in the manner they h 
abuſed us. | | 

The choler of my ſelf, and friend, we 

ſo moved, and our indignation ſo inflamg 

at the abuſe that had been put upon 

that we armed ourſelves, and lay in 
for theſe two mighty heroes; when if | 
day obſerving them both to enter the lad 
houſe together, we ſoon followed the 
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nud gaining ad mittance fell foul on them, for 
the cheat they had put upon us. It now be- 
ve ame their turn for terrour; but they made 
ok Wl ſome ſhew of reſiſtance, till perceiving us 


obſtinate, and no ways terrified, they de- 
clned any engagement with us; but weſtill 
perſiſting, that our real honour was as dear 
to us, as their pretende to it could be to 
them, they , propoſed means after means 
jor abating our rage without blows. 
[replied, that I came thither for a return 
of my money, which I would have before 
| parted with them; but they giving ſeve- 
ral good reaſons of its not then being in 
their power to comply, and that if I would 
make no words of what had happened to 
the prejudice of their occupation, I ſhould 
dave it by degrees as they could raiſe it; 
ve procured a re-delivery of my friend's 


1 dote, led them about by the noſe, and 
in uffaving kicked them heartily, retired. 
ey b Having heard his ſtory with attention, 


told him, that I really pitied the ſituation 
„e had been in, eſteeming it to have been 

very diſmal one; but ſaid, that I ſhould 
lave been a little more ſcrupulous of pay- 
ag ſo large a ſum to this bully ; and that 
he, had but rouzed up his courage at 
ſt, he might have avoided it. The re- 
ection, he told me, occurred to him, 


when 
Ss 
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hen it was paſt redemption; but had you 
feen, ſaid he, the very Devil himſelf peep- 
ing out of the fellow's countenance: Seen 
the poſture he drew up in to make a lunge 
at me; and with what agility he brandiſſh- 
ed his weapon; I am perſuaded you wouid 
have taken him for all ſword, and have 
done as 1 did; nor could you have con- 
ceived from his behaviour, that fear had 
born any Ae in . danpoſititats! 4070 
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Faves a lady frem.a fire. | Propoſes mar 
riage. J circumvented by re 
Tolls him, and hes. das 0 


7E Bring ſo agreeably. at Breſt had 
come to a ſort of reſolution, © 
.Feeking our fortunes together; and had en 
"tered upon ſeveral propoſals, for an'elt; 
bliſhment in ſome of the Engliſh or Frenc 
colonies in the Weſt Indies: But were in n 
very great haſte to determine which, ti 
we ſhould be ſomewhat better 26 amy = War 
er urn we daily of traffic gale wi 
bien dee were da uir ter wi 
3 
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My friend De la Fauſett, (for that Mas 
bis name) and I, had been upon thoſe. to- 
picks one night till very late, and had part- 
ed to retĩre to our ſeparate apartments, 
Iwas paſſing about the middle of a narrow 
back ſtreet, croſs which ran another ſtreet, 
which tothe. right went directly to my lodg- 
ings, and to the left tothe high-ſtreet : when 
— 5 left I eſpied an houſe. on fire, as I ap- 
prehended, from the flames burſting out with 
great violence, from the chamber window, 
quite croſs the, narrow ſtreet, I ſtayed ſome 
time obſerving the diſmal; ſpectacle, but 
could not get, forwards to the dice ſtreet, 
or che flames — darted croſs the way., 
1. 1 ſtopt ſhort, at hearing a ſhriek from 
jet. vithin ; but could think of no means of 
elieving the ſufferers : when inſtantly, 
young creature in: her ſhift, expoſed 
elf at a window, between me and ha 
which the fire broke out at, crying 
for help. The ſight ſo. moved me, 
| called out to ating and I 0 
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moe, nor ſtocking on, or a rag of other 
dCloches than her ſhift; I ran with her in my 
arms to my own lodging, where gaining ad- 
mittance, ing her to her in my bed, re- 
comm ending er to the care w_ "ry: land- 


lad 
* ſearce a quarter of ab hive whole 
that? ran to the fire again, when the boute, 
from which ſhe: had deſcended; was down, 
und ſeveral others on fire near it. The con- 
ſternation of the inhabitants was ſo great, 
each ſeecking to ſave his property, that 
there was 15 ſuch thing as a genuine re- 
lation to be obtained, Ether how the fire 
had began, or whether any lives were loſt 
in it; but all that I could collect was, that 
no Gris had" been obſerved to have 
from the firſt burnt houſe, though there 
had been a family in it, beſides lodger 
lately arrived from abroad. 
I ſtayed beſt part of the nightiat the fre 
till by demoliftnng ſome houſes, they 
opt its 8, and brought it 
b under. When I returned to m 
ihe there” heard, that the 'young 
E 1 had rved; was in bs ravin 
- fit of deſp ration, and that ix was fearec 
would'y diftrafted? i; i ve 74144 116 
Men fy that!! Juuged her diforder! 
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any thing, but ſo violent a concuſſion of 
her animal ſpirits, as could not be readily 
reduced : being {till heightned, for want of 
reſt; nor did I doubt, but that a little com- 
poſure, would bring her to herſelf again. 

We having never a ſpare bed for me, 
was obliged to ſit up till daylight h 
the nap 1 had taken in my chair wu 
ſooner over, than I returned to the fire, 
for intelligence what miſchief had been 
done, ſince I left it. I found ſtill a vaſt con- 
courſe of people on the ſpot ; and as is 
uſual in ſuch caſes, each relater advanced 
ſome different fact; many of which, I 
could have contradicted myſelf, upon my 
own: knowledge : But it was generally 
agreed, that the whole family had periſhed, 
with the houſe it began in; till at laſt, a 
lad hearing me enquire. of What perſons the 
family conſiſted. anſwered, that he be- 
longed to them, and lay in the ſhop; and 
that the firſt thing he heard of it was, a 
violent knocking at the ſtreet door, and 
ery of fire; but before he could get his 
cloaths on, the back part of the ſhop fell 
in, and he ſaw the ſtair-caſe all on a blaze. 
He ſaid, he then ran into the ſtreet, and 
thereby ſaved himſelf; He further added, 
(upon being aſked; how many perſons the 
ily conſiſted of) that there were his 
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maſter, miſtreſs, their daughter, a maid; 


and himſelt; but that about three days 


before, a gentleman, lady, and their 
daughter, came to lodge there for a few 
days; that they came from Italy, and were 
going to Paris, ſo ſoon as they had land- 
ͤ hee, 

I thought now, that I had gained all the 
knowledge that I could of the affair; but 
could not be ſatisfied, till I had heard from 
her own mouth, whether ſhe that I had 
preſerved was the ftranger's daughter, or 
the daughter of the unhappy family, who 
had been deſtroyed. 5 

Upon my return home, I was informed 
that the young woman was fallen aſleep, 
which 1 took to be ſo good a fign of an ap- 
proaching recovery, that I begged. ſhe 
might be indulged in it, and that I might 
have notice, ſo ſoon as ſhe ſhould awake, 
what benefit ſhe had received by it. 

J went then to my friend La Fauſett, 
who lodged at the moſt remote part of the 
town, and informed him of my laſt night's 
adventure, and of the diſmal fire that had 

happened; which he, being but juſt out 
of bed, had not been apprized of. I told 
him I knew not as yet what it was I had 
g6tten at home, or what for a perſon ſhe 
was, having ſeen her but by light l 
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and that, under ſuch miſerable circumſtan- 
ces, that I could retain no idea of her. We 
dined together, and propoſed to ſpend gur 
evening as uſual; but I was ſo impatient 
for a ſight of my new gueſt, that I left 
him in the afternoon, under the uncer- 
tainty of my return ; but told him, that if 
did, I muſt lie with him; for that I pre- 
ſumed, my own bed would be taken up - 
vith its preſent occupant, 1 


* . 


My landlady told me, the young woman 
was finely recovered ; but under the moſt 
pungent concern, to know what was be- 
come of her parents; and being deſtitute 
4 of cloaths, could no ways appear to en- 
aß them; but that ſhe had lent her 
ome ordinary things to riſe with, and that 
de was then at breakfaſt, 
I ſent. my compliments to.her, with my 
leſire of waiting upon her, whenever ſhe 
hould think it agreeable. She returned 
ne anſwer, that ſhe was but in very in- 


* ufferent guiſe to ſee company; but that 
ry I it was only me, who had ſeen her in 
ad nuch worſe, as ſhe was ſo highly obliged 


o me, whenever I pleaſed would be con- 
WJ .c- 1.3. 
At my entering the room, ſhe aroſe; 
ad with ſuch modeſt bluſhes, declared 
be ſenſe ſhe had of the obligations ſhe was 
| ZD:q E 
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under to me, for her preſervation ; that 1] 
Mas for ſome time incapable of a 'reply, 
that was adequate to expreſs the ſatiſ 
. ckion it See me, to have been the per 
fon whoſe ſteps fortune had happily con 
Cucted, to the relief of ſo much beaut 
and merit: For though ſhe appeared, 
told her, at preſent, but as under a cloud 
of ſuch things as were ' wholly unworthy 
of her wear, yet the gilded'edges of thoſ 
rough garments, wlereever 18 Tin J 

peared, like the ſun behind its watery v 
gave expectation of what luſtre ſne wou 
appear with, upon their removal. 
Me might have proceeded further in ot 
complimentary way, but for the * | 
"ence ſhe diſcovered, till ſhe had gained'i 


'X 


” 
* 


formation of her parents fate; for who 
fafety, ſhe confeſſed, fhe had but fm: 
| hopes. I was proceeding to Aatrer her, wit 
the proſpect of a probability of their eſcap 
though I was morally affüred of the col 
trary but had firſt a mind to know, w 
The herſelf thought of their caſe, and wh 
- reaſon ſhe might have for her conjecture 
Jo begged her to inform me how the ace 
dent happened, and how ſhe came to 
_ Jeparated from her friends? © 
She ſaid, The arrived with her father's 
mother, but four days before, from Ital 
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at they had taken a lodging in that houſe, 
til they were prepared for their journey to 
Paris ; that her parents lay in the front 
om, and herſelf backwards, with only 
the ſtair-caſe between them; that ſhe w 
awakened by a ſmell of fire, which increaſ- 
ing, ſhe ſtept to her chamber door; upon 
opening of. which,, the flame from the 
ſtair⸗caſe, and her mother's room, burſt in 
upon. her, and had almoſt ſeized her, be- 
fore ſhe had power to run from it, to the 
yindo w that I received her from. 
She was very certain, ſhe ſaid, that could 
ter parents have eſcaped down. the ſtairs, 
they. would never have left her behind 

Tf them ; ſo that the ſole remaining hope ſhe 
:- Wa tad was, that they poſſibly might have 
eſcaped from their window into the fore 
ſtreet, as herſelf did into the ſide ſtreet 
for if that was not the caſe, they muſt both 
lave periſhed in the flames. Here, her con- 
cern drawing tears from her in great abun- 
dance, .I endeavoured at her comfort, by 
encouraging her (as a great part of all our 
duty) to bear up againſt unavoidable mis. 
fortunes ; telling her, that in caſe of their 
deaths, I hoped they had left her condi- 
non ſo good in life, as to occaſion only ſuch 
moderate ſorrow, as muſt be attendant on 
datural affection. Fo 
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I preſently ſaw, that I had ſtruck a freſh 
dart into 15 vitals; for after an heavy 
ſhower of tears; no, ſir, ſaid ſhe, I am 
condemned to double ſorrow in the loſs o 
them; for tho? filial affection will exact 
abundant tribute from my heart, to the 
remains of two as fond parents as ever ſub- 
ſiſted in human nature; yet, my misfortune 
will gain increaſe from another motive, but 

little ſubordinate to that. = | 

I beg'd her to inform me, what that 
was? when ſhe proceeded in the following 
manner. Know then, fir, that my father 
is of as good a family, as France affords 
amongſt her ſubjects; he was a young 
branch of it, I ſay he was, for that I have 

no hope that he is ſtill 'in being. He, pur 
ſuing his (intereſt in the wars, when the) 
were ended, engaged in marriage with 
mother, an Italian; myſelf am the fole pre 
duce of that union: but my father, not 
withiſtanding the ample dowry my mothe 
brought him; what with generoſity, hand 
ſome living, and engagements he was un- 
der for his friends, had diſſipated near all 
his ſubſtance; when feeling himſelf re 
duced, and obſerving me to wax woman 
iſn, not bearing the thought of leaving 
me unprovided at his :deathz/he made ap- 
plication to his friends at Paris, for ſome 
1 | \ gentee 
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eenteel poſt, from whence he might ad- 

vance 52 for my future benefit. His 
remonſtrances were ſo ſucceſsful, that our 
late voyage was undertaken, only to enter 
upon poſſeſſion of it; and bare enough we 
came over for that purpoſe. This, ſir, ad- 
ded ſhe,- is my caſe; ſo that in loſing 
him, I am not only , deprived of a tender 
father, and true friend; but that too, at 
time when it would have been in his 
power. to have ſecured me a future-provi- 
lon 3 and what is ſtill an additional pre- 
judice to me is, that J am in a country 
nas Fhere I am wholly unknown, even to be 
lis child. e mk 1009 ee roy eim 
ave Her ſtory, with the charming manner 
ur- ther delivering it, in expreſſions ſo modeſt, 
nd affectionate, engaged me ſo much to 
ber intereſt, that 1 even ſympathized with 
ber tears; but not to indulge: her forrow. 
not- told her, that as the chance ſeemed ſa 
chef kong againſt her, I would adviſe. her to 
nd ummon all her. fortitude, to bear up 
un ainſt it as a reality: I meant this only, 
a old her, as a remedy againſt the imme - 
late loſs of her parents; but as to her fu- 
ure fortune, I was poſſeſſed of about two 
vine ouſand Louis d- Ors, and having thoughts 
f ſetcling in ſoms diſtant country for the 
ſome aprovement of it, by traffick, if ſhe 
ntee | L 3 would 
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I affiſted her in landing, and conveying 
her goods to a place of ſafety; and as no 
further hope of her parents life ſubſiſted, 
ſhe ſubmitted all her concerns ta my ma- 
ngemend od garin3gags d 205,50: I-10 
Soon after, we took a; more convenient 
zpartment, and I introduced La Fauſett to 
her, as my particular friend, where we 
daily, further diſcourſed of our future ex- 
to pedition ; neither were her affairs, in the 
| deplorable condition ſhe had ſuſpected 
them to be; for when all was collected to- 
gether, and we had examined them, we 
vere adviſed they would amount toa thou- 
and Louis d' Ors. 50 vey 
ac I had not as yet preſt her to immediate 
marriage, for that I had ſtill ſome remaining, 


prior wives; but we were intirely free, and 
t vareſerved to each other, in all our ad vi- 
ces and Conſultations, as man and wife; 


g fave that the ceremony had not paſſed upon 
el us; and thus we continued, for about two 
dad months; neither ſhould I have ſcrupled to 
- have married her, but for the following 


melancholly accident. F f 
ne La Fauſett, to whom I had diſeloſed our 
ntent of marriage, having weighed it in his 
own mind, conjectured, chat as. I was al- 
ready poſſeſſed of twice as much as himſelf; 


qualms in my conſcience, as to my two. 


L 6 ſo, 


fo, if by the addition of her effects to mine, 
I mould be ſo incomparably better pro- 
vided for than he was, it would be a means 
of;{etting.myſelf above him, and that 1 
Og! _ ſuffer him = whatever way 
we ſhould engage) to be upon a par 
with me; but that he muſt — — 
ſtrapper. In order therefore, to reduce us 
nearer to an equality, unknown to me, and 
at ſuch times as I was abſent, he made his 
addreſſes to my miſtreſs z when being the 
younger man, ſhe - remarking. that I had 
lately made no advances towards matri- 
mony, gave him her conſent, and before 
I had the leaſt ſuſpicion of a rival, they 
weſt married; 5 nl ini 24 38! 

As this was a thing not long to be con- 
cealed, it ſoon came to my notice; when 
taxing her with breach of her engagement, 
ſhe excuſed herſelf, under my neglect to 
demand her, and her thereupon imagining, 
that I ſhould- be better pleaſed. at having 
her provided for ſome other way, than by 
being my. wife. I cannot ſay, but I had 
wives enough already; and ſeriouſly ſpeak- 
ing, was better pleaſed that ſhe was his, 
than to have bad her my own; but ſtill, 
my honour being upon the ſtake, it was 
but reaſonable, that unleſs ſome: acknow- 


ledgmenits were made to me upon that 
1 : | | head, 
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bead, I ſhould diſcover my reſentment at 
ſuch a proceeding : for which reafon; I 
firſt demanded repayment of what 1 had 
liburſed on her account, which La Fauſett 
tiſcharg*d y and then, I fent him a challenge, 
by way of vindicating my honour. This T 
ad, not doubting, but it would have pro- 
aced a ſubmiſſion from him, and a re- 
Wueſt of pardon; which would but have 
Iren afreſh cement to our former friend- 
Whip, for each other; but he, inſtead of 
Iny palliation of his offence, returned me 
Wor anſwer, that he would meet me, and 
Yuſtifie by his ſword, whatever I pleaſed 
Wo eſteem. blame worthy in his conduct; 
Wor that he could not ſuffer that man to 
ive, who -ſhould ſuſpect him of an in- 


| was naw taken in my own trap, nor 
old I by any means avoid proſecuting my 
enge. The place I had nominated 
br. the rencounter | was, a large wood, 
bout two miles diſtant ; and both my ad- 
fry, and ſelf, entred it at the hour ap- 
vnted. I had even prepared for that in- 
wie w, an argument to have prevented 
od ſhed, upon ſome ſlight conceſſions I 
ly, which I verily thought, he muſt. ac- - i 
owledge that he owed me; and which, " 
ing tranſacted only between our own | 
could - 
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eould have laid no n imputation up- 
ben his courage, or honour; but ſo far was 
La Fauſett —— r te the lea 
opportunity for parley; that we having i 
fight of each other entred the wood in di 
ferent places, drawing nearer and -nearet 
as we advanced further in; no ſooner were 
we arrived at a proper ſpot for action, tha 
ſtripping, he made at me with all the fur 
of a favage beaſt; inſomuch, that I fearet 
he would have been in with me, before 
could poſſibly have been upon mi 
guard. | bf fn ee unad 
I difcovered in a paſs or two, the advan 
tage I had of him, in point of judgment 
which ftill added to my calmneſs; an 
having ſnewn him how I could once « 
twice have been through him, if I ha 
aimed at his life; I told him, J perceive 
that he was by no means a mateh for me 
(ag indeed few men were at the ſingle n 
pier) and that as he had committed again 
me, what he would have judged an offene 
_ againſt himſelf; I only deſired his acknox 
ledgment, that he had fo done, and 
would paſs it by: but the more inclinable 
ſeemed for peace, he grew the more de 
perate; and calling me baſe coward, | 
flew at me in ſuch malice, that he uſt p 
netrated my ſword arm; when being - 
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ſble, that all I could ſay, but the more in- 
lamed him, and that poſſibly, I might 
chance to trifle away my own life by my 
(clay 3 I putting by a home thruſt he made 
t me, received him upon the point of my 
bord, which his eagerneſs in preſſing forr 
aud, forced through his own body. 

He dropt, nor never uttered a word 
note; nay, gave not a ſigh, or groan,” I 
MW yas heartily ſorry for him; but he was 
Wow paſt recovery, and it became me to 
nake the beſt. of my way, out of a cane 


yhere the crime of duelling is ſo capital 
vas obliged. to return home for my notes, 
WY (having-turned all my caſh into draughts 
pon bankers in London, ) but ſtayed not a 
noment longer than to ſecure them; when 
Wieſcending to the harbour, I ſaw a little 
xſſe] juſt going off for Briſtol, and went 
n board her: but never before, received 
nore pleaſure, at quitting any one ſpot 
der the heavens. 7 Fi 
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CHAP. XVII. 


What befel din en board a 8 1 
Courts a Lady at Bodmin. Cauſe” of 
Bit Flight. Falls in with Weg. bis 
e fill rekafed. . : 


E had not ſailed long, before I dil 
covered that I was on board a 
ſmuggler; but they would not permit me 
below deck, during the voyage, which in- 
deed was not very long. We were about 
to land in a little creek, a great way to the 
eaſt of Briſtol, when we deſcried. two 
very large boats coming down the creek. 
Theſe I was told were cuſtom officers, and 
pn gr ut g qu aſſiſt them den 
was able, to fight our through 
or they would throw 5 board. 
I muſt confeſs, that having ſo lat 
eſcaped the law in France for my duel, 
was not over fond of being hang' d for a 
ſmuggler in England; but neceſſity com- 
Trade I engaged to ſtand by them; for 
I! took it to be equally my intereſt as their 85 
to ry clear off; z being ſenſible of how ly 
| avai 
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avail it would have been, for me to have 
alledged myſelf but a paſſenger, when the 
whole crew would have been againſt me, 
had I not aſſiſted; and I had been deemed 
equally culpable with the reſt: ſo that on 
all accounts, I judg'd it prudenter to aſſiſt 
in making our eſcape, than to be taken. 
Wie were come to a reſolution of running 
up the creek, and attacking the two boats, 
and were preparing for our expedition, when 
a ſail was cryed; and the maſter taking hi; 
glaſs, called out a guard ſhip, tack. Al 
hands were then prepared for putting the 
veſſel to ſea again; but we being ſome way 
up the creek, and the wind blowing land- 
ward, could no ways get out, before the 
* ſnip would have been up with us; 
o that now we had nothing for it, but to 
run into ſhoal water, where ſhe could not 
follow us; but the boats muſt of neceſſity 
be paſſed firſt. S 47 OP. 
e drove down one of the boats with 
at leaſt thirteen hands in her, and received 
ſeveral volleys from the other; but our 
wind lying ſtrait up the cut, we out failed 
her, and were now a great way a head of 
her; when lying by, to obſerve whether we 
were purſued, we ſent out our boat to alarm 
the country. I beg'd hard to be admitted 
into her, and at laſt prevailed, nor * 0 
els 
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leſs delighted at touching the ſhore With 
my foot, than I had at firſt been at entring 
the veſſel, when J left Breſt; but my great 
concern now was, how to avoid plunder, 
by the rabble they were going to raiſe, and 
how to ſteer clear of my companions. 1 
made ſeveral attempts to leave them, 
as we went up to a village at hand, 
but they would not part with me. I ſhouid 
give no notice, they ſaid, till they had 
collected a body ſufficient for their de- 
Fence; nor was it more than an hour, be- 
fore their ſtrength amounted to at leaſt an 
hundred deſperate wretches, armed with 
Whatever came to hand, both offenſive and 
defenſive; then ſallying from an alehouſe, 
(at which they had detained me during that 
time) to the veſſel, they left me at liberty 
to purſue my own purpoſes; but I was 
obliged to be exceeding confor mable to all 
their orders, or I had certainly had my 
throat cut amongſt them; for certainlj, 
no fraternity of hell hounds on the face 0 
the whole earth, are capable bf, or have leſs 
regret for, any villanies, than thoſe people 

It was duſk in the evening, when thoſo pe: 
deſperate wretches left me. I was altogeW ing 
ther a ſtranger in the country; I knew nati: 
-Kep of the way to any noted town, n 
. durſt I have ſtaid where I was, for fear o 
: | a returi 
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a return of thoſe banditi; or offer to take 
a guide, leſt being one of their fraternity, 
he ſhould have robbed and murdered me 
by the way: So I ſet forward alone, 
walking about four miles in the dark, to 
the next town, and thereby got free from 
them. bY ett er of 
Imet not a ſoul in my walk; but the 
miles were ſo tedious, that I th 1 
ſhould never have reached the end of my 
journey; however, I had a good night's 
reſt when I arrived; which was what I had 
wanted, ever ſince my leaving Breſt; for a 
man that was not uſed to it, might ſooner 
have flept'in' a bear- garden, at the height 
of the diverſion there, than in my ſmall 
ſhip, crowded with hands, amidſt the oaths, 
tramplings, and noiſes, of ſuch a crew as 
I failed with; where each man was a ſort 
of maſter of the veſſel. #44 P46 
The next day, I fell into my old per- 
plexity, of not being able to —— how I 
ſhould diſpoſe of myſelf. My Graveſend 
wife, (if her heart was not already ſplit) 
was a thorn in my breaſt, too ſharp for 
peace to enter where that reſided; and be- 
ing out of all employ, ſaid I, whitherto 
mould ſhe retire, but to London? there 
are more trades than one to be followed 
there; neither is ſhe a whit behind ſome, 


(in 


(in Pe who have gained a ſubſiſt- 
y 


ence by good humour; that, therefore, 
can be no reſidence for me. ee. 
I had almoſt determined to have te. 
turned once more to Fanny, and have ended 
my days with her; nor would that incli- 
nation deſert me, for a long time; but I 
could never fix upon it ſo ſteadily, as to 
bring it to bear; for tho? I had a conſtant 
hankering after her, it was attended with 
many objections. + eee, 
Having tired myſelf for ſome months on 
the weſtern alt and daily more and 
more looking back, and reflecting on my 
. paſt actions, (as I always did when I was 
vacant. from the proſecution. of any parti- 
cular ſcheme) 1 became ſo diſcontented 
with myſelf, that in order to have recalled . 
ſuch of my paſt ſteps, as I was able, I had 
very near come to a reſolution of ſearch- 
ing for, and cohabiting with my Graveſend 
wife; for I had prepared a ſtory for her, 
of my chancing to go on board a ſhip at 
Chatham, and of my being forcibly carried 
away to France, with the treatment 1 had. 
met with there, and the dangers 1 had en- 
countered, in my eſcape home again; but 
thinks I, if (which is moſt likely) ſhe 
ſhould have been at Dublin, and have dil- 
covered my reſidence there to have Dee a 
FOTOS e FO cheat, 


, .  - .T... 


—_c 


cheat, (for J had informed her the very 
ſtreet that I had lived in) it will be impoſ-, 
ible for her to give credit to the reſt af my 
ret i : So I &en dropt all further thoughts 
of her. 1 | „„ — 

It is amazing, that at the ſame time, that 
could not but behold my own iniquities 
with horrour ; yet that I could not retreat, 
and declare my repentance, by a future at- 
ome as to re when 1 had 1 
vithall to have ſupported my own e 
4 perſon, in i W. tranquillity; but! 
na bad carried on ſuch a traffick in women, 
that it was impoſſible for me to live inde- 
ndant on then. ---:.. , ß 
Wn I had gained an acquaintance with a 
| country gentleman at Bodmin, whoſe com- 
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60 pany was the more agreeable to. me, from 
W tne univerſal knowledge that he had both 
; « men and things; and I ſuiting his taſte 


iſo, we became ſworr:brathers. He had a 
aughter of about thirty years of a 
fery diſcreet and virtuous: lady, in Whoſe 
ompany I had often been, . .was really 
mitten with her; neither could J appre- 


d en . 

end, that propoſals of marriage, would 
, oh ove Aer e to either of them: nay, - 
q 4-0 24d proceeded ſo far with her father, as 


obtain his leave, for making overtures 
cheat. love to her, and by his appointment, 
; | | was 
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was to dine with him on ſuch a day, when 
after dinner; he ſaid, he would leave us to- 
gether,” that I might make myſelf as ac- 
ceptable as I could to her; but let me tell 
you, ſaid he, ſhe has already refuſed / very 
offers, nor can I promiſe you ſucceſs. 
{thanked him for the hint he had given 
me, and accordingly dined with him. 
- aſſumed the height of gaiety, and moſt 
facetious and jocund we were; during 
the whole firſt courſe; but my ſituation at 
the table being of one fide, and my friend's 
at the bottom ; amongſt the ſervants who 
were delivering in the laſt cover, at the end 
of the room, who ſhould 1 ſee. but my 
Graveſend wife; fo hot, and greaſy, that 


1 was perſuaded ſhe had played the part of ber 
cook for the family. I dropt my head in- ur 
ſtantly behind my friend, nor durſt 1 ton litt 
ſome time raiſe it, to look up again, I waWne 
o miſerably: confcunded. I curſed m I 
fate, that had placed ſuch an unſurmount i mii 
able impediment in the way of the very uo 
buſineſs I came about; But bleſt mi ig! 
ſtars, that ſhe had appeared to me, befor füll 
I had revealed my mind to the lady. Che 
had much ado to de dinner out, nor wou 


all the reſtraint I could put upon myſel 
diſſipate the diſſatisfaction (it was but tc 
T4 22 einge. Mall 0 ( 


bi - 


* 
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plain) that my mind laboured- with; inſo- 
much, that my friend took notice of. it. 21 

+] was at an infinite loſs for an excuſe for 
my conduct, being ſenſible that to deny 
it, was but to make it worſe; ſo that 
having juſt eaten a. piece of lobſter, I im- 
puted it: to that; aſſuring him, that it had 
occaſioned me ſuch a ſickneſs, as I was 


t ſcarce able to ſupport under; but that I 
xg »ould take a walk in the air, which I hop- 
at ed, by degrees, would recover me. 
s My friend and his daughter would have 
ho Il perſuaded me only ta a walk in his garden; 
nd but Iaſſuring them, that in ſuch caſes, (for 


had often been ſo before) it muſt be a 
long, and ſmart. exerciſe, that I muſt reap 
benefit from, I was permitted to take a 
turn in the fields; but even then, had no 
little difficulty to prevent their attending 
e. n iet out! 


- 


I had nom viſited: both my friend, and 
miſtreſs, for the laſt time; for ſtriking 
troſs the country, I lay at Camelford thar 
| At and ! at Nei 3. — 
il avoid ing the high road, I attemp 
chegford for my next ſtage; but about five 
miles ſhort of that town, I was overtaken 
err wo men and a woman, 3 
t toom far I was travelling ; upon my reply 
alain Chegford, ſaid they ſhould be glad 

: { to 
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Be mc, bens bound thicker them: 


1 . Lay, chat * ſhould re beth 
25 for oompany, it being vere lonely 
walk, and very hilly ; but by the appear- 
ance. they made, I ſhould ſew rather 
have made choice of any other ſet of com- 
panions ; for the woman was the boldeſt 
creature I ever met with, ſwearing, and 
| uſe of ſuch filthy diſcou asl 

had never before been accuſtomed to.” 

1 kept rather behind them, on pretence 

that I could not keep up to their ſpeed, 
in order to have dropt them; but they 
were too fond of my aintance, to 
leave me in their rear, and flackened'their 

| too; till we came Juſt to'a little val 
ley, between two hills, when the om 
e Song me, ſaid to one of the men 
(who behaved with much more mode 
than herſelf)” Come, ' won't you ſee whether 
the cull has any thing to make us drink 
I then began to have ſome ſuſpicion o 
them, and expected no leſs” than to Hav. 
been robbell, and murderet in chat 
ace; for it was not only out of all roac 


Bel almoſt ee unfrequerited * 1 


+ She bad no ſooner made nc ent ans 


— 
my 
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demanded my money, and whatever eſſe 
I had of value. I was'dtawing my fword 
in my defence, when the woman ſnatched 
it out of my hand, and ran it through my 
left arm; which the man perceiving; Kate, 
ſaid he, thou art ever for murder, but I 
will not ſuffer it, and upon your next at- 
tempt, I'll be the death of you. 
| She began to curſe, and fwear, in a moſt 
outragious- manner, and damning herſelf, 
ſmore ſhe would murder me, if it were 
ce only to pleaſe her own fancy ; and behaved 
es. fo reprobately, that he who had as yet 
bey ſtood neuter, diſarmed hr. 
to The firſt man having been all this while 
peir rifling me, had taken about fifteeen gui- 
val neas, a watch, and ring from me; but 
nll what gave me ſome life was, that upon 
pulling out an handful of notes from my 
waſtecoat pocket, he was ſo far from judg- 
ing them to be of any worth, that he re- 
turned them to the ſame place again. 
I had eſteemed my life at a very low 
rate, till the man had declared ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly 72. murder, and then I was in 
hopes 1 ſhould have eſcaped them, and 
have been permitted to proſecute my jour- 
ney; though I was very much deceived ; 
bor che woman whiſpering one of them, 
e returned upon me, and pinioning my 
8 arms 
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Sibbe me, ordered me td Walk be- 
fore him. I had no choice but to obey, 
and preceded them for about à mile, 
— the valley; till by the edge of acopſe 
wood, Leſpied a ſmall mud cottage, co- 
vered with thatch. This we no ſooner: ar- 
rived: at, chan they turned me % before 
them. + a# YT 
It was che moſt fortorn. 1 place 
1 had ever ſeen; but there was a table, a 
form, ſome broken chairs, and earthen 
ware in it; and at one end, was a door-way 
leading into another ſmall room. I was 
ordered to ſit down, and lay my leg upon 
the form; but could by no means con- 
ceive the uſe : of it, unleſs they were re- 
ſolved to cut my leg aff. However, | 
did as I was ordered, when the woman 
bringing a round horſe - lock, and long 
chain, fliped the lock through. one. of the 
links, and incloſing my leg in it, locked it 
on faſt, whilſt I was taking notice, that 
the other end of the chain was ſtapled 
down to a vaſt block of wood, which two 
or three men could not ſtir. 
I looked very penſiue no doubt, under 
the agitation of various conjectures, on 
what woylld be the iſſue of my cataſtrophy, 
hen ohg-of the men bringing us an arm- 


ful of wood, t Ny and Kate bring 
8 ing 
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ing a large kettle: out of the back:raomy:sfer 
it over the fire. They then ordered me to 


fetch them whatever they wanted, (for my 
chain extended to everyipart of the out ward 


room, and juſt within the door af the in- 


ward) I ſet the table, and prepared | mars 
ters for their dinner, while they ſat idle 
round the fire z till having done, themſelves 
they gave me! a piece of boiled beef upon 


ſome bread, and returning the rexizindey” 


into the kettle again, ſet it by), 
There was a bed in the back room. 
which at night they all three lay together; 
but I was left to ſuit myſelf as Llikedbeft: 
either by lying along on the earthen floor, 
or by ſitting upon my block; and for this 


firſt night of mm en, 1 made uſe of 
the latter. JO: tert 


It ĩs eaſy to ned thas my: Cons 


tion afforded me bur:hittle-reſt-;- for from 
a ſoft, warm and commodicus bed the 
night before, to be reduced to a great 
wooden block for one's repoſe; was a tran- 


ſition too ſudden not to be ſeverely afflict- 


ing; and it brought ta my imagination, 
che tormenting pangs my two laſt wives 
muſt have ſuffered, ſo ſoon as: they had 


found themſelves not only deceived, but 
undone by me. Why, therefore, ſaid d, 
<whah fp aus Wha; N whoohave 


my. 


* 
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mMYylen dealt it in more exceſs to othets 
What is there in this, ſo cruciating, that 
I. have not impoſed on them? My body is 
not in ſo. much torment as my mind but 
if this is capable of fuch ſenſations, what 
muſt not they have endured? I am witneſs 
to one, whom I have reduced from a 
thriving trade, to the mean and laborious 
capacity of a cook-wench, - How could I, 
the other day, hehold her, whom I had 
ruined and undone? How could 1 behold 
her, I ay, returning to her miſerable ſta- 
tion, without relenting towards her, em- 
bracing her, and (as I was then in citcum- 
ſtances of performing it) taking her to my- 
ſelf, and making her for ever happy? But 
it is too late to reflect, now I am brought 
to this wretched impriſonment! Surely, no 
man's life was ever ſo unhappy as my own 
O that I was but to begin it again, with my 
preſent experience, all the world ſhould ne- 
ver biaſs me to an ill action! I am now 
ſenſible of the contagion of vice, one fact 
is. ſo neceſſarily. ſucceeded by another, and 
that by a third, that the entanglement 
aining force by repetition, it is never to be 
—— through. | 24 7500 
How qhas providence marked me out for 


i butt, to receive every pointed {ſhaft 


that can fret, and gaul mel nor am I can- 
\ 4 — * 8 tent 
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tent; upon the leaſt” relaxation, till 1 have 
treaſured up more matter, for vengeance te 
work on! How glotiouſly might I hav 
ſubſiſted upon the munificence of my In- 

cognita! for I could ſcarce have been Py to 
have tranſgreſſed there, her circumſtances 
having diſabled her from joining in the 
marriage-ſtate with me, as undoubredly 
ſhe would have done, had ſhe been free. 
Now whatjudgment, "what penetration was 
ſne miſtreſs of, when having placed her 


affection on me; ſhe would never put it 


in * e- perſonally, to reflect upon 


which ſurely I, Who have 


_ out ſo baſe a creature, muſt have 
os to my on condemnation ? * 

rote me my night, till the morning 

me to freſh employment, I 

oo then pu Ne ee ne 
fouled hea — „and through on 
yg employment 22 other, paſſed my 

1 had not been a week with th 

255 I was ſet to waſh their dirty top: 
which I knew 0m 0 

me ho 


than a child; but my miſtreſs to! 
to behave, and expected her buſinek ws 


done. 


They would all leave me, fometit 
for two or chree days in a week; bur' 


i been for a month, area hel bras Bee” 
M 3 * 


v 0 
—_ ——— — 
— — — 
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the more deplorable; for T had neither 
hope, or ability of releaſing myſelf; nor 
could I obtain bit, or ſup till their re- 


„ 


turn. | 8 
I n this deſponding manner, had Trubbed 
on for near two months, when after two 
days abſence, I could gather from their 
ikcolnpoſlite at their return, that ſome- 


- 7 * * 


cident was impending; ard at laſt, I over- 
heard Kate ſaß, in the inner room, I'Il ſtay 
no longer, I'll go to night. They were 
now eating their ſupper, which T had pre- 
Joe them, when one of them "ſaying, 
What ſhall we do with Softh ? (for they 
'always called me fo) Said the other, it 
«will be ' impoſſible to take him with! us 
Why? replied the firſt, he ed Win, ſome 
of the goods. I tell you, ſaid the ſecond, 
'he'I but be an hindrance tous. Damn 
him), ſays Kate, let's kill him. -- PH hear 

no more of that, ſaid the firſt. Curſe him, 
- [+ ue ſhe,” tis foon done. There's no- 
g in it; and then hell" be at reſt. 1 


— 


. 
„ 


cond. 


, a... 


Sam r bear the thoughts of it, ſaid the C. 
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cond. Rot me, ſaid Kate, if I could not 
do it with all the pleaſure, that IT can eat 
this bit of bread, and think it the beſt way 
$0045! 5? 1 | n 
It may be readily conjectured, how 
agreeable this diſcourſe muſt be to me, 
who was to be the victim of this ill-de- 
ligning woman's ſavageneſs; but I ſtill 
held ; my peace, letting them have their 
own talk out; when at laſt, it was agreed, 
that they would leave me as I was, chained 
to the block, with what victuals they had, 
before me, leſt if they ſnould be ſurprized 
in their flight, 1 might come in as an evi- 

dence againſt them. | | 

Next to immediate death, the leaving 
me thus chained up, was the moſt diſmal 
ſentence they could have pronounced againſt 
me; nor durſt I to plead for a releaſe, leſt 
it ſhould induce Kate to butcher me; ſhe 
being full ripe for action, and · mentioned it 
with all the gouſt imaginable, and merely 
4 a trifle; for ſhe ſaid it would be pre- 


ſently over. So truſting to what was to 


ſucceed, I never once urged the cruelty it 
would be to leave mein ſuch ſtrict duranee; 
but. rather rejoiced, to think 1 ſhould ſee 
no more of them; and after it had been 
dark about an hour, they locked the door, 
and went off. 9 T7 1. tf, 2 1 : ; 
n M 4 I had 
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I had ſor a long time condeſcended to 
be on the floor, not being able to endure 
aupright poſture, from night to night; 
15802 their backs were no ſooner turned, 
hut eating a mouthful of ſupper, | L laid me 
down as uſual, and as well as 1 could, 
ſlept till morning; when being as idle a 
tellow as any in his Majefty's ee 
I ſtill kept on my recumbent poſture; but 
dad not been awake more than an hour, 
deere I imagined, that my old Jailors 
Were zeturned agam; for: 1 heard ſeveral 
(to my chinking) talking pretty loud. 
Was afraid to ns out: for. ; ron teſt it 
- ſhould be them, ſo waited to ſee what 
weuld be the. en m _—_—_ l 


Kate. 
The voices were preſenely eden by 
a loud knocking at the door; upon aſking 


who —. 1 was ordered to open it. 
I, replied, that I was locked in, and had 
not the key. They anf wering, that then 
they muſt break it open; I ſaid, chat! 
wiſhed they would; for that l was a priſo- 
ner there. I tried what I could, but not 
being able to force back the lock, deſired 
them to break it open, which at length 
they did. and heartily rejoiced I was, to 
Cr — once more in the hands of 
iſtians I fell __ knees, and be- 
ſeeched 


c_ ww MW Qs Xo oa Ac nw £z* .TvOEOoO wn i 


as © os at moo as W In OY 


„ ©@ Do to@ 


CRHAAIEZI OSIORN, E/q; 240 


ſeeched them to releaſe me, aſſuring them 
that I was left by the robbers, merely to 
be ſtarved to death there, and that: they 
were fled ; the night before; but 1 ſoon 


collected from their diſpoſitions, chat tho: 


ſome believed my relation, others did not; 


not willing to return no wiſer than he 


magiſtrate, with the chain my leg 3 
for who knows, ſaid he, ber w A0 
may be their confederate, and has uſed this 
ſtratagem, to render himſelf unſuſpected ? 
In vain did I urge my long confine- 
ment, my loſs, and the miſery that J had 
ſuſtained in my captivity; all was of no 
avail z but after they had ſearehed the 
houſe, and the wood near it, I muſt, they 
ſaid, attend them to the juſtice; and to 
the juſtice we came; where they gave him 
an account, of the condition they found me 


mei e | I 

His worſhip ſeemed a good ſenſible 
ſort of a gentleman; but I had over ob- 
ſerved, that a perſon in office, is an enemy 
to idleneſs; nor chuſes to quit the chair re 
infecta, be it right or wrong: for after he 
had enamined me as to my coming thi-" 
ther, how long ſince; and the cauſe of my 
confinement, with the manner of their 
5190 M 5 leaving 


eſpecially the conſtable, (as I took him for) 
vw F 


came, inſiſted on conveying me before 4 
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leaving me; tho' he might have gathered 
from my behaviour, habit, and the reaſon- 
ahbleneſs of: my ſtory, that, I was not an ac- 
complice ; yet, he inſiſting upon the know- 
ledge of Who, and what I was; from 
whence I,came, and whitherto I was go- 
ing, with twenty other ſuch like queſtions; 
1 was obliged 1 to tell him, that I ſet out 
from Bodmin, in my way to London, 
What brought you here then? ſaid he, for 
this is not your neareſt way. But again aſk- 
ing me, who | was acquainted with at Bod- 
min; and I mentioning Mr. Neve, (which 
was the name of my friend.) My particular 
acquaintance, ſaid he, it is very well, ſe- 
cure him, I'll ſend him over thither to 
Morrow, and hear what character my friend 
Neve gives of him. 
l was reconducted to Mr. Conſtable's for 
that night; but had eſteemed myſelf far 
happier, in viewing the ſentence of my 
death, and immediate execution; for now, 
thinks 1, ſhall J become a publick ſpecta- 
cle, in che very family of all others, that 
have ſo ſtudiouſly avoided; and 1 did not 
doubt, but appearing as a chief, my wite's 
curioſity would excite her to take a View 
of me, and by that means, of claiming 
me for her Bulband: 4 par N 1 conceive 
p n +, any 


any probable means of avoiding this" di- 
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lemma. 8 
The next day, the conſtable conv 

me again before his worſfhip, — 

—— a —— to attend me to Bodmin; 
firſt begging that the chain might be 

filed from ky, pr and that I might not 

appear as a malefactor, when I was certain 

no one could prove me to be ſo; and in- 


ſiſting upon the hardſhip, of ſending an 


honeſt man ſo many miles back, upon ſo 
unlikely a ſuppoſition, as that I could have 
confined myſelf. on purpoſe to have given 
a colour for my being an innocent man, 
when'thad I been fo, or not,) had I been 
unconfined, I might have as wel] .avoided 


the ſearch, as the robbers themſelves did. 


His worſhip, on weighing the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances of my caſe, did at laſt declare, 
that he ſaw not ſufficient matter againſt me, 


to found a charge upon; and that he 


would releaſe me: But, that his elerk might 
not have attended two days for: nothing, 
[ was obliged to give information againſt 
the thieves;- as to all that I knew of them; 
which when he had finiſhed, I was for 
taking my leave: till the conſtable gave 


me a friendly hint, that I muſt diſcharge 


my fees firſt. - This was two ſhillings ta 
the clerk for writing it, and one to his 
KEE maſter 
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maſter, for the oath I took to the truth of 
it. 1 had not a ſingle doit to pay this with; 
ſo that not ehooſing to produce my inn 
for fear of more ſaſpicion, I was: 
to:pawn my hat to the conſtable —— 
fees, and by eee my di 
miſſion, 

. more chankfab-in- may” kifs;) 
than''for-my-releaſe from this troubleſome 


job;z*for had I been put to my choice ei- 


ther: to have ſtarved to death at the rob· 
bers, or to have returned to my friend 
Mr. Neve's, — e — 8 at 
preferring that; the dread of appearing 
before my own d _—_— ſuch en 
into me. tr: 90 od i 
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ins partner ſbip with. 4 Brewer. Ine. 
Nie bis all in tha Stock, Is ruined. Re- 


turns to' Briſtol. Sees bis French Wife, 
Stratagem to get rid of ber. 


| Set out for Somerfetſhire, in which 
1 making no long ſtay, I turned te the 


ft, and went into marthenſhire; where 


afſociating-with'a young fellow; whoſe fas 
3 | ther 


—_— 
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ther had been a brewer; his pen - 
ſuaſions, and from a ſuper nowledge 
" boaſted to r en and 
rom an expectation 7 o? 
fits which he aſſured me were to be — 
in it; I was prevailed upon, to become his * 
partner in that undertaking : but he having 
little or no caſh, it was incumbent on = 
to produce a ſtock, and himſelf was. to ſup- 
ply - ſkill, till he ſhould: be able to ad- 
vance, and pay to me a moiety of what 
ſheuld lay do — for him; and to have 
heard him explain the myſtery, and the pro-—- 
firs on each particmar, any one would have 
imagined, that it could not have been 
long, before he would have been able to 
have done it. As for my part im the trade, 
no leſs than golden mountains, coukd poſ- 
bbly be my portion. 
| entred very heartily into the ſpirit of 
cis pleaſing . N and advanced even 
io my laſt penny, to bring it to perfection. 
We laid in ſuch a ſtore. of malt, and hopa, 
nd procured ſo many horſes, and ſervants, 
Ns if we ſhould have carried the world be- 
fore us; but for almoſt twice twelve 
months, I could neither get him to any ac- 
count, or dividend ; tho the conſtant af- | 
me of ſuch great matters, when the 
il mud nnn buoyed |. 
L. 
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up my expectation extravagantly z for 1 


could perceive a vaſt quantity of liquor to 
be brewed, and had for every caſk deli- 
vered out, reckoned upon ſuch a return into 
my oum pocket, as from time to time, 
mammut ſum n ISLTET 

I went now by the name of Charles 
Homer, (as I commonly: ſhifted that, when- 
ever I'took up new quarters) but while 1 
was pleaſing myſelf in my golden dreams, 
I received a letter under my'partner*s direc- 
tion, which : ſtartled - me ' exceedingly ; it 
was to inform me, that he was under an 
arreſt at Carmarthen, at the ſuit of the 
maltſter, for five hundred pounds, and 
that unlefs I would m A he uk 
be laid in goal. 5 0 

IT had never met with a more * 
ſhock ; for if this large debt had been con- 
tracted unknown to me, what others might 
there be? and inſtead of having a dividend 
to receive, as I expected, from the profits, | 
might be laid in jail myſelf, for the debts 
owing by the trade; for tho' I had not ap- 
peared in it, yet every one was apprize 
of my being a partner. 

In the ablence therefore of my compa- 
Finns I ſent for a ſchool maſter who lived 
near me, to ſettle my books; where ! 
l things far worſe than 1 mo 

Ab 
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I And upon looking into the ſtores, we had 
0 neither malt or hops, ſufficient for three 
. brewings; our horſe corn was all out, and 
0 in ſhort, every article of the profeſſion, 
e, WH fave horſes and ſervants, the flenderly 
ſupplied that can be imagined : Neit 
es had we out ſtanding debts, by any means 
anſwerable to the demands upon us. 1 


n- 
1 WM {ent the next day for all the creditors bills, 


1s, and computing that we ſnould have near a 
c- Wl thouſand pounds more to pay, than we 
it bad given credit for, I wrote my partner 
an the ſtate of our affairs, and that if he would 
the agree to make a ſale of all our ſtock, I 
nd would releaſe him; but he was at firſt ſo 
uſt Wl averſe from it, that nothing but the pro- 
ſpect of his liberty, by that means only to 
ted be obtained, could ever have compelled 
| In ſhort, all was appraiſed, and our debts 
collected in; when the burthen upon the 
ſtock and utenſils, was upwards of ſeven 
hundred pounds; and they, upon ſale, 
yielding about eight hundred and twenty, 
my handſome fortune was reduced to the 
difference of thoſe twa ſums only, and no 
more; which proved ſuch an affliction to 
me, that I expected it would have over- 
whelmed me, and have brought me to the 
grave. l * # 164-7 4 ET: 15 do Ions 
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I was loaded with two wives, without 
means of providing for either, ſhould th 
ever meet with me. I had ran intollerable 
riſques in obtaining their fortunes, which 
tho? they had ſo long ſupported me, al - 
moſt all that was now left, was a conſcience 
wounded, and torn with perpetual twinges, 
too ſevere for utterance. - 
Whilſt the method of reflecting conti- 
nued, no man ever made more ſerious re- 
folutions againſt vice than myſelf ; for I 
was fully convinced, that the vile practices 
1 had imployed to obtain wealth, were the 
fole occaſion of my ill ſucceſs; nor did I 
expect that a bleſſing would ever attend 
my acquirements, unleſs procured by vir- 
tuous means, and honeſt methods: But 
this I ſay, laſted. no longer, than till ſome 
further ad vantageous proſpect of gain 
offered, and then all my former reſolutions 
vaniſhed ; nor made l the leaſt demur, at 
ing headlong into the like deſtructive 
During the continuance of this melan- 
cholly mood, being deſtitute of all imploy, 
b retired , to Briſtol, for the converſation 
of thoſe ſober citizens, and to live in a 
very private way. Here I frequently re- 
heved : my gloomy imaginations, with 
ſauntering for ſome hours upon the quay. 
Ly where 
1 


1 


ren . e ood IS 
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where ſome what new was ever preſenting 
to my vip. | 
As Twas muſing 2 RL 
upon a pack of goods d been 
juſt landed; . by the ſound ot 
a broken Engliſn voice, enquiring whether 
any one knew, in what part of England 
Sir Bryan Hollis reſided? I hat ſound 
- Wl paſted like a thunderbolt through my very 
- ſoul, it being a name I had gone by in Pa- 
Ins; but I durſt by no means look up, for 
es fear of diſcovering myſelf. Anſwer bei 
1e returned in the negative; by this time, the 
I WW inquiring voice was paſt me, and 1 
ad che ſame queſtion put at a diſtance; when 
r- turning up my eye ſideways, I had no 
ut Wl fooner Pong 1 a glimpſe of the perſons, 
ne chan one of t | 
ain 
ons 
at 
ive 


» 4 F 
. TEES. 


hem conveyed to my ſenſes, 

the idea of my French wife, in company 

with a very ſparkiſh young gentleman, as 

ever I had ſeen. r Bp 1 e 

This was a new afflition to me, and my 

' WM :flumed name, being part of the firſt ſen- 

an” I tence they had ſpoken on ſhore, gave me 

oy, a certain hint, that their buſineſs there was 
in queſt of me. I — on therefore m 
dreaming poſture, till they were almo 

out of my ſight; but the hurry of my own 

refleftions, had almoſt' deprived me of 

ecollection ſufficient for my neceſſary " 

by ; uct. 
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duct. I was not willing however, -abſo- 
lutely to loſe ſight of them, or to be 1 

rant how they ſhould diſpoſe of them- 
ſelves, while on ſhore; tho' I durſt not be 
ſeen by them myſelf: of that rifing -from 
my ſeat, I kept aq at ſuch a diſtance be- 
hind them, as not to be eden till] 

| had houſed'them in a tavern; - 1) 

I foon after followed then, and aſking 
the drawer, if a gentleman: and lady (de- 
fcribing them) were not juſt come in, he 
Was going to introduce me to them, when 
ſtopt him, by aſſuring him, that they were 


no acquaintance of mine, but that having 


heard them make inquiry after a baronet 
J once knew, Sir Bryan Hollis, Who died 
— in priſon for debt, I had only a 
d that they ſhould know it; deſiring 
— that if they made the like demand 
on him, he would inform them of it 
I then dec "ay _ of 1 2 77 re- 
tired. 264 ; 
cl was the ſpeedier in my ene leſ 
they might be ſo inquiſitive into my ſtory, 
as to ſend after me; ſo turning a corner, | 
took a long circuit round, and entred a 
publick-houſe, where Lcould | command a 
view of all that paſſed at the tavern door. 
I had not been long planted in this ob- 


ne before my gentleman and lady 
came 


CHARLES OSBOR N, E/V⁵; 259 
came out, and returned to the water fide; 
which gave me a ſecond opportunity of 
inquiring for them, demanding of the 
drawer, whether they had mentioned Sir 
Bryan to him ? He replied, that they had; 
and that the gentleman, who he told me 
ſpoke to him in broken Engliſn, reported 
his anſwer to the lady in French; adding; 
that they then had no further buſineſs in 
England; and that by her 1eply, (though 
ſhe ſpoke ſo very quick, that he who was 
but an imperfect maſter of the French, 
could not well underſtand her) he appre+ 
hended her to be very joyful, and well 
pleaſed at the report. That they only eat 
a cold chicken for their dinners, and were 
returned to their veſſel again. 

There was nothing in this ſhort hiſtory, 
but what ſounded to my wiſh; and all that 
itt I now laboured for was, the certain know- 
'e- Wl ledge of their departure, which ] was in 

great hopes, would prove the conſequence 
eſt ot What they had heard; eſpecially, as 
ry, they were ſo well pleaſed with it: For 
„I thinks I, this young fellow is undoubtedly 
ſome ſuitor, who can't gain his ends, till 

d a dhe is aſſured of my not ſubſiſting; and i 

once I could but get them married, 
ob; ſhould have nothing further to fear from 
ady that quarter. tset eng! 
My 
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My unpatience ſpurred me after them, 
and I FPS on the quay, in cloſe con- 
ference with one, whom i took for. the 
captain of the veſſel. they came in; when 
after-feveral arguments pro and con, they 
all took boat, and rowed to the ſhip, 
which was near half a mile down the river. 
I watched the quay. for ſeveral ſucceeding 
days, left they ſhould have returned again; 
but the third day, I loſt ſight of the, veſſel, 
and upon inquiry, of ſome who. had lately 
come up the river, I gained certain infor- 
mation of her having left. it. 

I could have been glad to have been aſ- 
certained, whether a view of marriage was 
the ſole cauſe of this ſearch after me but 
the probability being ſo ſtrong in my fa- 
vour, I had great hopes, I ſhould hear no 
more of her; what an happineſs, thinks I, 
it would prove to mankind, if there was 
no ſuch thing as hypocriſy, amongſt. us, 
and difguiſe] what infinite vexations, and 
anxieties ſhould we avoid! neither had 1 
originally drawn her into the evils attendant 


on us both ſince our marriage, nor had 1 
now been put to the mean artifice I have 
made uſe of; and yet both our purpoſes 


had been as well anſwered: for I was worth 


as much before that vile impoſition upon 


her, as I am now, and more; ſo that I am 
9 | 4 : e - no 
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no gainer by it; and even now, I am 
willing to part with my gh to her, as the: 
can'be to marry this 2 . fellow; and but 
for diſguiſe and artifice, I might [Og mer. 
them, and conſented to it. What a 
wretched creature then is man! who can 
only be thoroughly known by his features, 
nad even them he can diſguiſe. a 
I muſt confeſs, that from the intiniacy 
„had with my own heart, I had conceived 
7 * vile an opinion of my own ſpecies, as it 
- offible for mankind to harbour; nor 
kve there a human 8 who ever ſuf- 
fered more compunction for paſt faults than 
myſelf, till occaſion offered for repeati 
them z and then, as if impelled by a fa 
neceflity, I was ſo infatuated, as not to 
ponder the ſteps I was purſuing nor al- 
lowed 1 myſelk the leaſt leiſure for reced- 
ing, till I Was again ſo fairly enſnared, that 
the art of man could not extricate me: For 
having ſo felicitouſiy diſcharged myſelf of 
ny French wife, who would have conjec- 
tired chat I ſhould have attempted another, 
bl the deceaſe of my Graveſend lady ; who 
from her ſituation in life, having the world | 
it large to range in for a ſerviee, could not 
« ſuppoſed to have a fixed ſertlement long 
"> the ſame place; in conſequence of which, 
am elFRever be ſore that 1 was at adiftance 
rom 
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from her, be 1 bete A youll in tag 
me $64.4 E. er . 1 
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e H A Bt: XIX. a 
Marrii an old maid.. Her death. Re- 
fections. derte een 1 


tion. 
T Orwithſtanding my: 1 bd res 
flections, it was ſcarce fourteen days wi 
after the departure of my French madam, 
before I had caſt my eyes upon a maiden 
lady, of very pretty fortune; ſhe ſcored 
ſome more years than myſelf, was ver 
thin, long viſaged, and prudent to 
{cruple ; noted moreover, for a Juſt oeco 
nomiſt, and remarkably devout; Whie 
charafter,. I had obtained of her in th 
neighbourhood. he 
1 had determined to form my attac 
here; but had as yet never been in her comfctur 
pany, or ſeen more of her, than by paſlingÞ1 
by my - lodgings, to and from church. 


1 e. of a ſudden ſo zealous a reforſtic c 
made, that I never miſſed the prayer ne 
morning and evening; nor was the parſq con 

dd t 


more punctual to his -deſky than 1 to t 
Cal 4 2 4 Pe , 


a. 
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ew which T occupied, next to my. belove! 
2 1 followed this exerciſe nea » 
month, and in that time, had gained a 

d I further: inGght, into divine duties, thay. 1 
vas ever before maſter of; inſomuch, 
that had I purſued the ſame practice much 
longer, beſore I had began my affault ; I 
am perſuaded, that I had deſiſted from 
proſecuting. my ſuit at all; for I had now 
ny doubts ariſing in my mind, before the 
onſet z and ſuch checks and remorſe ſtung 
me, as I had been heretofore wer a ws 
with, till the miſchief was over: But J, 
vho could ſuffer no good im eflions, to 
ix, for rooting in my . Felt further 
cquaintance with them, ſhould render 
nem too ſtubborn to be ſubdued; forcibly. 
breaking through the fetters of reflection, 
only . propoſed to myſelf the means, £ 
deginning my charge. I initiated myſelf 
Wy bowing to her at the end of ſervice, 
Nrhich a few days repetition having made 
ttac li nore neceſſary z I next overtook her in her 
comfſ{turn from church, giving again my hat, 
aſſinich the coldneſs, drinels, A ER 
. Pindineſs of the weather, en paſſant; from 


refc : conſtant; uſage of which, I proceeded 
aye news, and in a few days more, held on 
park converſation with her to her o. door; 


to tiſſnd this, in another week, was ſo expect- 
pe ed, 


ba 
* 4 
* 
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ed, that if T happened to loiter ever ſo 
 Jittle, I was ſure io have her head turning 
5%ͤ me T5 5 OOTT” 

I. next proceeded to ſomewhat, that 
might introduce the mention of my de- 
a ſpouſe, in the fondneſs of a moſt 
diſconſolate huſband, for ſo great a loſs; 
after ſeveral of the happieft years ſpent to- 


gether, that ever any loving pair enjoyed. 
Fhinted then at two f 820 e d 
man's eſtate, who I told her, were raiſing -* 
their fortunes, where I myſelf had done the 0 
ſame; but ſuppoſed; that when they had 
collected their twenty or thirty thouſand ; 
povnida, (with leſs than which it would nor © 
worth while to return) 1 ſhould: have T 
them ſettle in England. 1 2 
When theſe tales had gained due im- of 
Preſſion, and I, bad ſatisfied her (at ber i. 
own requeſt) that 1 had go daughter living, x, 
I began to ſhew my diſapprobation of a 
 fingle life; how unſociable a creature man 7. 
was without a mate, and the delightful f. 
harmony which ſubſiſted in the marriage he 
ſtate, where prudence, and piety held the * 
ſteerage; and in a ſhort time more, beggeq | _ 


1 might be admitted that afternoon, te Clot 
drink tea with her; which without the , 
leaſt heſitation ſhe granted, 


M | 
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+ My reader. may imagine, that much of 
our 15 diſcourſe had paſſed at the 
P SI wt + at $42 e375 | 7 <2 

tea-table, it promiſing fair- for ſuch fand 
may wonder, how I now came to aſk 


* 


WU leave for that favour; but he muſt know, 
chat we had never as yet been in company 
t together, ſave in church, and returning 
MW home; then to relieve his ſurprize he 
q muſt underſtand, | that we traverſed the 


Tame ground twice a day, and daily walk- 
ed flower and flower ; nor was | accuſtom- 
ed to repetitions, but recollected where I 
left off, before 1 began again; ſo that 
with theſe allowances, he may judge it was 
to be done. Sie" eee 
At the appointed time, I was uſhered in- 
to the parlour, by a crop-ear'd aukward 
fellow, with a blue livery below the calves 
of his legs for length, and the ſleeves hang- 
ing over his knuckles, who I ſoon. per- 
ceived, was to be our groom of the kettle. 
It being the firſt viſit, after ſo long an 
acquaintance, I ſaluted ' the lady, with all 
the modeſt deference imaginable; and 
ſhe taking me by the hand, led me to a 
chair by the fire. She was dreſs'd in a yel- 
low dyed night-gown, a ſuit of night- 
dothes, a ſhort apron, and a muſlin hood; 
Vith a clean pair of unfingered gloves; arid 
had a brace of the largeſt old faſhioned ' 
My N e 
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rings on, that I ever ſaw, with here and 
there large and little patches interſperſed 
on her face, in moſt judicious arrange- 
ment. Hat gt 140 fog 
Me were very gravely pleaſant in our 
converſation, on various ſubjects, and I 
learnt more of the lives, manners, diſpo- 
ſitions and general characters of the moſt 
conſpicuous inhabitants of that populous city 
in one afternoon, from this ſingle intelli- 
gencer, than perhaps I might have col- 
lected myſelf, from the individuals, in the 
perſonal acquaintance of an age with each; 
all which, it was my place to grant to be 


very true: But I muſt ſay, I heard not one 


invective, or ill-natured conſtruction put 
on any reported behaviour, through the 
whole narration. | 
The table being ſer, the cups were in 
troduced, together with as much bread an 
butter, in no contemptible ſlices, as wou! 
have ſufficed ſix moderate appetites tot 
; breakfaſt : But the tea being meaſured i 
by ſpoonfuls, our ſervitor had liked t 
have committed an horrid faux pas; fo 
he had no ſooner filled up the tea- pot, tha 
he was about to have placed the blac 
kettle upon the table, by his miſtreſs. 
I ſaw her redden like ſcarlet, when ti 
poor creature, (who 1 preſume had befo 
| | Oc 
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occaſioned the like in her checks, upon 
former unhappy miſtakes) moved off with 
the kettle; but not knowing where to diſ- 
poſe of it, held it in his hand. She gave 
him another eye; when J expected che fel- 
low would have dropt. Does that water 
boil ? ſaid ſhe. He replied, no; then 
pray ſet it where it may, added ſhe; 
which direction, proved a prodigious com- 
fort to the dejected waiter. 
Having filled the cups; carry this to 


with a trembling hand, and having (in 
an half bent poſture) counted his ſteps to 
me, in making a very low bow at delivery, 
it J had not (by ſuſpecting the iſſue) pre- 
vented it, it had been every drop in my 
lap. | | 24:4 

in 1 ſitting at ſome diſtance from the table; 
and in order to watch my motions, and re- de- 
r0u10 liver my diſh when I had done; this po- 
s foi lite eſquire, placed himſelf juſt before me, 
red i with his breech to his lady. This ſhe 
ed i highly reſenting, called him off to fill the 
5 fetea- pot, and upon re- aſſumption of his 
poſt; by a ſemicircular throw of her arm, 
would have inſtructed him in better man- 
ners; but the poor ſoul apprehending by 
it, that he had committed ſome unpardon- 
able error, and that he was to quit the 


N 2 room 


the gentleman, ſaid ſhe. He received it 


— 


—— — 


N 
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room for his offence, took the hint and 
retired.” © 11G. £01 3bii , 001194 154 ©! 
Having waited ſome time, after I had 
Hniſhed my diſh, for his return; arofe 
to convey it to the table myſelf; but waz 
met half way by the lady; ſhe inſiſting, 
and I contradicting, in pretty loud ſtrains; 
till: Sawny (who T preſume had been liſtning 
to what was going forward) hearing us at 
high words, re- entered to part us; hut the 
reception his lady gave him, perſuaded 
me, that he had rather much have re- 
mained where he before was. 
She made her excuſe, when the things 
were removed, for the unpoliteneſs of het 
ſervant; for that indeed, ſhe but ſeldom 
put him upon attendance at the tea table; 
nor had he been long in her ſervice; com- 
plaining of the ill convenience peopſe were 
put to, upon change of ſervants, before 
their clothes were worn out; but ſhe had 
made it her maxim, ſhe ſaid, never to alter 
er livery, for any one, till it had compleated 
its year, for that if ſhe did, it might be cut 
fo a, pincuſhion before it had done half its 
6! 4 I SUITES FE. on TON : | 
8 3 fell to work upon my own bufi- 
neſs, and delivered the expreſſions of my 
paſſion to her, in terms peculiarly new 
from what I had before been uſed to. 1 
. | 1 a ſpared 


r , . / e 
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out religion, would be a moſt contempt - 

ible place. In ſhort, I run on upon the 

incumbency that there was, on all the hue 
man race to marry, thoſe. eſpecially, who 
et would ſuffer no excellency ot. their nature 
mic lie ſtifled; in inactixity; and demonſtrates 524 
P „ 


what an inhmtely ſuperior opportunity, a 
„married perſon had, of proving a blefling 
e to che world, than thoſe in a ſingle ſtare. 
fe And laſtly, I profeſſed, how happy ſhould 
ad eſteem myſelf, in the poſſeſſion of that 
er jewel alone, which all the thinking part of 
ed mankind, could not but confeſſedly 50 
ut to ſhine in her with brighteſtluſtre : Fo 
105 beauty, and youth only, 1 aſſured her, 1 
diſpiſed as trifles, too mean to be put in 
Fl compepnon with the qualifications that ſhe 
| olietieg., +... e 
3 4 This oration of mine had the deſited ef- 
ed: For I propoſed but few things after- 
ben N 3 | Wards, 


4 

t | 

+ che pious; and that the whole world, with» 
d 

" 


1 
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wards} wales met with denial. I le ak- 
ter two or three viſits, propoſed ſettling 


about ſeven "hundred oy a year upon 
ler; before I had ever heard any certainty 
ot her fortune; and expreſſed my concern 
for my incapacity of doing it, before I 
fhould- have been at London, where all: m. 


writings were; for that it mi ight be nece 
ſary for the lawyer to inſpe 


them, pre- 
vious to- His drawing up the ſettlement; 
but told her, that though T had thoughts 
ef. -deferrirify i ir till Spring, yet that now. 
would ſpon ſet out for that city; for that 
my foſteity could not be compleat, till l 
Rach made her my own; the hope-of which, 


_—— ner a. winter inen leſs fariguing 


to me. 
w She wandered; he fuck why Silks: 
ye! could not make a ſettlement with- 


dur ſeeing my writings! Madam, faid I, 
yott will wonder rather, when I tell you, 


that he can't do it without hearing what 
bs fortune is. So ſhe ſhould truly, ' ſhe 
ich 


bur as for that, ſhe could: tell him 
ithout looking, that it was eight thouſand 
ſeytn hundred pounds; and that very ſame 
om, fhid' 1, muſt be expreſſed in the 
writings. Then why can't you tell him 
where your ' eſtate lies ? replied ſhe, and 
by him: ipſert m_ wichout taking ſuch 


A toil- 


# 
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a; toilſome journey, at, thi Par fe of 
the year ? Madam, added hut that I am 
to a nicety ſcrupulous in theſe caſes) to be 
ſure, articles drawn between us, for com- 
pleating ſuch a ſettlement in future, will 
be as elfectual as the ſettlement, itſelf, and 
as compulſory on me to perform it.; but I 
ſay, I am fo tender of offering at any thing, 
that may but in the leaf, deviate from the 
vulgar notion of buſineſs, that to ſave, my 
own trouble only, I ſhould; not have hint- 
ed at thaf method, had you not urged. me. 
1 | 


to . 3 n | 300064 123530 
Shs {cemed to think, that articles would. 
Jo every whit as well; and articles ws. h 


accordingly, whereby, in, conſideration. of _ 


her fortune, I engaged to ſettle all my, 
mannors, and meſſuages, lands, farms, 
grounds, and; an hundred other things that 
the lawyer had jumbled together, in Lin- 
colaſhire, Norfolk, Eſſex, Kent, Surry, 
the city of London, and in the, county O 
NAS, to Aare ſuch uſes; an 
when that was ligne Dot us, ANC 
ſhe made as EIS 0 BY & 1 18 
her; we tied the knot, made. a public 
wedding, apd, the ſaine diy, the pyk we 
ine, poſlMon of all ber ney any. (gu: 


rities. 


45 N4 I xa 
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11, was 39185 at 1 that 1 had, hag, 
i 50. by. her, þ 510 hub, 9 10 
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advice received, that one 155 f.my, | 
hire tenants was going off; and 

| a not 87 245 immediately * 1 1 
bes great ſufferer. 

took horſe therefore 48 for L 


but in a few miles ſtruck into the Tonen 2 


road, raiſed a thouſand pounds upon * 
ſecurities, and in as little time as I could 
have been back from Lancaſhire, returned: 
highly pleaſed, that I had 15 delayed 100 
journey, I told her, a day er, 25 
might have been of the Aae Prejud N. 
to me. 

I never in all my life lived in ſuch hi: 
faction as 1 did with this woman, for 


long together, being almoſt two ye 
nor would ſhe ever ſuffer me to go 1 


don for my writings, being very well con- 


tent to wait, till t re was an abſolute oc- 
caſion for it, and then ſhe herſelf, ſhe ſaid, 


would accompany me: So that whiles I. 


congratulating myſelf upon ſo ſnug a ſettle- 
ment, made the beſt of huſbands to her, 


' the on her part, in return, picqued herſelf 
upon being eſteemed, by me, the molt excel 
ent of wives. | Theſe 


12555 
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Theſe our mutual endeavours could not 
but gain us regard, both at home and 
abroad ; and for the little time we lived to- 
8 we were remarkable, even to a 
proverb, for the ſtrict affect ion we bore to 
each other; but in tlie later end of the ſes” 
cond year, ſhe was attended with an atro - 
phy, and ſuch lowneſs of ſpirits, as baffled? 
the whole practice in phyſic ; and at length. 
in the twenty- third month of our mattiage, 
rene nip? dene pen 
confeſs, m was in le for 
the loſs of we nor did ever any thing 
make ſuch a forcible impreſſion upon my 
heart before: I knew the true worth of 
her, which Thad never known of any other 
woman, having never been ſingly engaged 
to one Jo: long before, without demands 
from others. Her death left me maſter of 
her whole fortune, and effects; which 
latter, when I had diſpoſed of, 1 had very 
little leſs n hand, than her original for- 
tune. | 
1 ſtayed Bout fre months Unger 4d | 
Briſtol, when finding the place too dull 


for me, without my wife; Thad half a mind 


to have ſent for my Graveſend wife over 
to me, and have ended my days with her. 
I had thought it over and over ſo often, 
that I ay actually wrote hera letter, and 

_—_— was 


— 
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Vas juſb: upon the point ef diſpatching. it 
thrherg:rvll canſitiering, that if ſhe ſhould 
not receive it, with the ſame, temper of 
mim, and inclinatienithat I wrote. iti: ĩt 
Waoullt raiſe a ſtrange nombuſfaen in my 
friend! Nxve's: family, rand perhaps xreate 


mei ſomei very great: inconvenieney ; and 
then, that if ſhe ſhould provea ſhrew, af- 
tat. the gaod woman whoſe memory wes 
ſ dear tome, it might only cdpel me 
to further extravagancies; 1. reſolved to 
poſtpbne all further thoughts of her, and 
1 me means or other return her all the 
fortune 1 had had with her; for the deten- 
tion of that, lay very heavy on my mind. 
I have before told my reader, that I had 
gained my laſt wife by applying myſelf to 
church: Now that: ſervice, which I had 
voluntarily engaged in, as to all the pro- 
per purpoſes of appearing there, had ſo ac - 
cuſtomed me to two motions a day that 
way, that I became uneaſy, whenever 1 
omitted them; then my wife, good woman, 
ſtill holding on the ſame practice, I could 
no ways avoid accompanying her thither as 
à wife, whoſe power as a miſtreſs, had ſa 
long attracted me; and at length, it became 
ſo pleaſant and agreeable to me, that I could 
neither deſiſt during her lifetime, or after 
her deceaſe; till the habit of piety, had in- 
E 1 tro- 


ka 7 
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tome a EW. Creature, intirely nee 
| tWa 
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troduced hs wirke it ſelf, and I at 


internal inclination, as well as 
yartment; had nothing that gave m 
GAA: than leſt, when. 1..thould 

let ef mz Slane Ven 
al owl uit Jes and, PBT re; 
porn Ay ormer hibertiniſm; H Py Bop 
un al Told, and my 9 


ed upon going to London, 2 5 
having 0 he. but my e J i 


asil expected ſtill at {a 85⁵ 
: Aer | deetmined 49. hold Ph and 
erſevęre. 4 
1 had NG: two months after my Ja 


marriage, hired one of the moſt truſty tele 


lowy living for my foorman z and he ter 
maining in my ſervice at my wife's- death, 
I till Kept him with me, (intending neve 
to part with him (for I did not now thin 
as I uſed to do, ſo long as the money laſts} 
looking upon it, that I had a full ſufficis 
ency for my life, and that my care would 
be, to keep intirely N income. 
aving a brace of cattle of my own, an 
no expreſs demands for being at London 
in any particular time, 1 made my ſtages 
very eaſy, intending g juſt to ride through 
Bath, and then to view Saliſbury, and 
N things yy which I had for along 


time 


* Mols N 
e deſigned to look intò; for Which rea- 
E ſpent near three weeks in this latter 
place: and here it was, that my:Graveſend- 
 wifggzocgurred: 'agaid to my jad more 
than ever for the memory of ber ſtucki 
as: uneaſy to me, as à dry plaiſter to 
n wound : till at laſt, I reſolved to en- 
e — ſervant ſecrecy, and: e 


den mp errand. 77 


| computed Now-tidch- [> had Fegtiveth+ 


from her, with the intereſt from the day 


of our marriage. The principal money 1 
put in one paper, and the intereſt in ano- 

ther, and making them both into a ſmall 
: bundle, (for it conſiſted of bank notes, 


fave ſome ſmall matter of odd money in 
7 and ſilver) I directed it to her at 
Neve's, at Bodmin, with a ſtrict 


charge, to my ſervant upon no account to 
wait her opening it, or to receive any an- 
ſwer, or meſſage from her, or even to let 


her know who he came from: And fur- 


ther, that if ſhe had left that place, and he 
could find her out any where near, he 


ſhould deliver it to her, if not, -return with 


it to me. | 

l kept on my uſual courſe of attending 

the church, daily; and here I went to the 

cathedral, but was neither benefited, - or 

delighted by the ſervice ; ; So that I ſought 
another 


. as. ob. 
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another church for my purpoſes te which 


at pruper times, I reſorted: But that 
vier happening at a different hour, fremm 
what:T ho frequented, Eoften went there 
todo; till in a few days time by cloſe app 
cation, I could in good meaſure jo with® 
them; when as my underſtanding enlarged, 
I was ſenſible of ſuch an in wurq; ſa n 
from the exerciſe, and my ſpirit was ſd xl. 
vited by it, chat I could have ſoregone every 
other fort of worſhip, for that; I was 
ſuch renden 
At the return of my ſervant, he bring 
ing the bundle in his hand, 1 was afraid * 
my journey to London had been ſtopt; 
for thinks i, ſhe certainly found me ut; 
and is fixed at London in featch of me:? 
but he ſoon relieved me, by an account of 
her death, which happened near twelve 
months before. 1 recerved the parcel from 
him again, telling him, he had done very 
well, but from my heart, I could not re- 
frain from tears; tho' it was apparent, they 
were rather cauſed by the injury I had lefe 
unrepaired, than for the loſs of the woman 
herſelf : for I never pocketted the money + 
as my own again, but diſtributed it partly 
at Saliſbury, and partly in the other towns 
I paſſed through, in proſecution of my 
journey; nor can I but think, that the 
TY money 
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money was more beneficially imployed, 
than Jt could hee been in aa 996 eiter 


2683 ad] in-tgwn with more cotripoſus 

I had, ever before dope in m lite 
having gow nothing upon my mind, 48 3 
preſent reſs to me, Wa the. fo1 

— oe ich I was. wi | 
charging) or the leaſt read, WM appre 1 . 5 
ſion of who ſhould meet me there. I ha 
heen neceſſitated. lang. ago, to give, up al 
thoughts of my Incogita,, nere had. It 
leaſt, remaining wiſh tor further 1utercourſe 
with her; ſince, my reſolution yas 'fixt, ra- 
| per to ſtarve on my own income, than tg 
be heholden [the leaft criminal act, for 


Happier eee 

Fanny! po I had often place 
in mx mind; * not rom the 
leaſt deſire of: 125 er conygric with her, 
in a bad way; but meerly, from the hopes 
of her welfare, and aud for my chil- 
dren, all of whom, I would,.had 1 55 been in 
my power, have amply propidęq for; bo- 
eykr, as it was, 1. could np, ways forget 
them in my advanced ſtate: o that N 
ing enquiry of the ſta ge coachman, if 
Mrs. Oſborn was living dee 
his information that the was, I delivered 
| him a Pargel {or her; in which 1 100 hy 


CnarRLtets Ogn0 RN Eq, 27g 
notes, with a letter. 
I therein informed her of ſome durgz i 


y affairs, which ſhe was before. igel ant 


cloſed five Lingle hundred pounds bank 


9% and that having ſeen. my. folly in life, 


1 was become a new creature ; recommend 


ing to her the care of futurity, and the = 
formance of the wy work of. repent 
ance, which it would be too late ta ſer 
about hereafter; and begging her ta le 
me hear how the children were diſpoſed of 
I told her, I had remitted. her what I co 
ſpare, to aſſiſt her and them, by Paging 
them in honeſt and induſtrious callings z 
and without the leaſt amorous expreſſion 
I recommended them to the pratection of 
providence, and deſired an anſwer by the 


coach, which I would call for. 


In dur time, I received thy followin 
letter, which having preſerved, I Aal 
tranſcribe verbatim. 5 


Mr. Oſborn, U e 
You can't be ſenſible of More joy. On 
the moſt eminent occaſion, than your kind 
letter gave me. I do aſſure you, I am as 
far from my paſt way of thinking, as it is 
poſſible for you to be; nor can yon be 
ſtricken with ſtronger compunction than I 


_ \MEMOIRS 
am. I will ſay, it is impoſſible you ſbould: 


And as I am more and more ſo, the boun- : 


tens hand of providence, (whoſe. daily 
neſs but the more excites my y. cager- 


= for forgiveneſs) bleſſes me  accord- 3 


Wc can't imagine by this, that I hn 

| ef all thoughts of the perſon once 
ſo dear to me as yourſelf; but be aſſured I 
have all criminal ones; nor will I ever 
more receive that man to my bed, who 


Claims not the right of an huſband there 3 


to which place, was I worthy to · be your 
A ou might command entrance: but 
18 I am not ſo, nor will — 4 
rg 4 that woman as ſuch, who 
firſt proſtituted her virtue, and honour, | 
The children, what are left of them, 


ing only four, are all well. Tour eſdeſt 
ſon is ſet up a barber, your youngeſt a _ 
ſhopkeeper, Fanny is married to a dra- 


pier, and Molly aſſiſts me in the ſhop, 


which will be a fine Juanes for her, 


ſhould I die to morrow. 


As to the preſent you. are pleaſed to 


make me, I ſhall divide it into ſingle hun- 
dreds, between us all, not knowing which 


molt wants it, we being all ſo well. pro- 


vided for ; tho“ I mention not this, to 


een your future favours; but to 5 
any 


3 


„ Hs „„ _—_ OO 4 Si. Aa. . 2 EE 


„ 0 90; 


| Cua 1 156 URN, % 2888 


an y convenience it may heresfter provent 
Kh ourſelf, to ſupply us further. 1 a br 


Gone WAY. ar A Arne pe more gaben 
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Meets bis Incognita at 4 Play. Waits 2 

ber Home: © Diſcovers * e 

Zages Marriage.” te: 


7 was no ſmall pleaſure in 8 ge 
Fthirking, to find that Fanny was ſo 
well provided for, and ſo eaſy Mean —— 
and that my children were | 
neſt employments ; and 1 could plainly 
3) with Fanny, that as1 1 in 
obriety, Juſtice and moral honeſty, fo o- 
caſions were daily miniſtred to me, for 
farther peace and ſatisfaction of my o＋õ n 
mind, till the paths of virtue became fo 
eligible by me, as by no means to be de- 
viated from, let the neceſſity be what it 
would; for my inward ſatisfaction, at hav- 
ing oftponed, or rejected a bad motion, 
or ackion, was not to be ballanced, by the 


— » A Ld 


er 
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actual fruition of it; and my whole deport-. 
ment conſiſting of one uniform courſe of 
behaviour, regulated by reaſon, and reli- 
gion, my nights were calm and compoſed, 
and my days judiciouſiy ſpent, in acting 
up to the dictates of knowledge, and con- 
ſcience. | . Mock 
I perceived not the leaſt neceſſity for re- 
ſtraining myſelf from publick diverſions; 
for the inclination that accompanied me 
thither, was a ſure guard, againſt the moſt 
contagious malignity chat could aſſault me. 
at ſuch. places. viewed both faces, and 


* things, in a far different light from what 


I had done, and my eyes would melt in 

ity, but for imaginary. ſcenes. of diſtreſs, 
n ſhort, all was ſo quiet within, and the 
bewitching chat I would not have cauſed 
he leaſt raile to it, for che world: Nay, 
Thad ſo forrowed. for my- paſt. indiſcre- 
tions, that even the weight of them wWas 
abundantly. diminiſhed ; nor did the moſt 
pleaſing of them ever return to my fancy, 
Unaccompanied with its attendant; horror. 
©! would I ſay, to myſelf, could I but 
have been ſenſible heretofore, of the true 
fountain of content; I had never ſwal- 
lowed even a [ip of the world's peſtiferous 
potions | How bleſſed am I, to have had 
n my 
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my being extended for this beneficial pur- 
poſe} — have fallen in the height of 
my intemperances, then, what had become 
of mel And theſe reflections, ſeldom. fail- 
ing of ſinking me to my Knees, I never 
aroſe from. thence, diſſatisfie d. 

About five months after 1 came to town, 
] very gravely walked to the theatre in 
Drury- lane, to the tragedy of the Diſtreſt 
Mother. My ambition led me no. higher 
than the pit; and being one of the firſt 
there, I had taken my ſeat in the upper 
row, with my back to the boxes; and as 1 
might then truly ſay with the philoſopher, 
that L was never leſs alone, than by my- 
ſelf; I had entred into very grateful, re- 
95 Ot after the third muſick: The 
company then flocking in apace, it was: 
very tallhouſez but = had 9 —— 
groſſed my whole attention, (the prodigi- 
ous! circle of fair behind me) had no attrac- 
tion in it now: the performance was 
what I came to regale at, and thereon cen- 
ter d all my thoughts. 
The play begun, I almoſt forgot where 
I was; my ſpirit. moved with the actors, 
and the rival paſſions, of hate, love, joy, 
fear, and pity, by turns, ſo occaſionally 
poſſeſſed me, that far from imagining-my- 
{elf preſent, at ſome ſcene of iptrigue, or 


debauchery, 
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debauchery, which had heretofore been my 
contemplations, in that place; I cannot ſay, 
my heart vas ever moved to a more com 
mendable pitch of excellence before, and 
plainly demonſtrated to me, that not what 
a man ſees, or hears, is the : occaſion of 
vice, in him, but the temper with which 

he hears; or ſees it. 
_ © The play ended, inſtead of devouring 
the face of the fair with my eye; ſcrutinizing 
each feature and lineament; and from 
thence indulging every motion of a libi- 

dinous appetite; (the common attendant of 
ſuch exhibitions,) as had been my for- 
mer practice: I caſt up but a farewell eye 
towards them, in pity for the exceſs of 
vanity I behold there; and mentally re- 
peated to myſelf, what would thoſe gaudy 
ereatures give, for a moment of my peace 
but alas! they feel it not! their ſouls, as 
their bodies, are wrapt up in trifles, empty 
bubbles! I was turning from them to quit 
the houſe; when a lady juſt over my head, 
ſtooping forward; Mr. Oſborn,. ſaid, ſhe, 
how long have you been in this part of the 


world? I ſhould ſcarce have look' d ſo low 


for you, but that you was ſo very near 
At another time, I ſhould have ſuſ- 
pected myſelf to have been trapt, n 


it. a ae 
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had a ſtranger of that ſex made ſo free wih 
my name, and have expected no good 
iſſue from it: but thoſe fears were over, 
and: 1: gravely": — madam, I beg 
your pardon, but fear ydu are miſtaken, 
for cannot at preſent recollect you. 
What replied ſne, can your memory fail 
you after a little abſence? can that have ob- 
literated -all knowledge of me I ſtarted 
at the voice; tis my Incognitay ſaid I; tis 
ſurely ſhe::] muſt quit the box, ſaid ſhe, 
are you for ſtepping round? 1 e 
that I would wait on her immediately, 
I quitted the pit with ſome orebipicariing; 
and even my pait flame for my Incognita' 
began to revive in me; when checking 
* ſelf; held, hold, faid I, let me deli 
berate, I have engaged in a new courſę. 
What? was it becauſe I lacked. — 
nity only! and are all my reſolutions to 
lub6R, but till the next temptation! where 
is the tranquillity J ſo. much boaſted of! is 
it to be deſpiſed, abandon'd. as unworthy 
of me! and is the deluge of horror 1 had 
diſgorged, to take place in my mind 
again] no, I'Il fly the houſe, leave her 
(tho* it were my Incognita) to her owh' re- 
flections, and let her know, that I am 
proof againſt her wiles : But common gra- 
titude,” Tor ſuch 9 favours,” for my: 


very 


my 88 
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very being, and the ſupport of oy years, 
fihould it prove her) elaims competent re- 


Fard from me: Fought not thus Abruptiy 
to deſert her: Nay, poſſibly my example 
may prevail with her, for a retraction of 
her former vices, and henceforth, of ena- 
moured lovers, we may become real help- 
ful friends, and eonfirm each other's in- 
ciples, by sur united reſolutions. I am 
reſolved to meet her, and to prevail or 
never ſee her more. 
J was by this time at the dor of her box, 
| 150 preſenting her my hand, conducted her 
to her chariot; uncertain yet, (but by her 
voice, and often diffident of that) whether 
it was my Incognita or not; for tho' I had 
at times taken many perſons for her, yet! 
could not recollect, ever to have ſeen this 
od lady before. At the chariot door, I made 
my bow for taking leave, wiſhing her ſafe 
home. Nay, ſaid ſhe, che only way to be 
fure of that, is to accompany me. What 
vill be the event of this! thinks I. Can 1 
refuſe! J was in twenty minds; but having 
no leiſure for deliberation, I ſept i in. 

Had I been ſure of its being my Incog- 
nita, I could have begun ſome diſcourſe 
immediately, by way of entertainment, to 
myſelf and her ; but the fear of its not be. 
ing her, and the dread I had conceived of 

its 


its being any other, {tho' no other modeſt 


am not fond of oppoſing my fentiments to 
the lad ies; but 


is reaſon diſtributed to us? but to diſtin» 
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woman thinks I, would have taken the li- 
berty ſhe might juſtly elaim with me) al- 
moſt diſtracted me. I was not to learn, 
that ſhe received no ſmall ſatisfaction from 
my confuſion, but how, amidſt the mul- 
titude of my reflections, to enter upon 
any method of ſpeeching it, I was as defi- 
cient as a child; till, how did you like 
Mrs. Oldfield to night? faid the lady. I 
replied, extremely well. She was made for 
the part of Andromache, and the part for 
her. If the part was made for her, ſaid 
ſhe, herſelf muſt on courſe be made for 
that. Pardon me, madam, replied I, I 


ad that been made for 
Mrs. Cox, could you have imagined her 
made for that? Why not? ſaid ſhe; Becauſe, 
added I, the diſplay of majeſty is Inexpreſ- 
ſible, but in perfect ſtature and propor- 
tion. She beg'd pardon, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
was convinced; for we women, added 
ſhe, have nothing to do in life that I ſee; 
but to ſubmit to the better judgment of 
the men; we really have not alf their rea- 
ſon. Pardon me, madam, replied 1, why 


guiſn between right and wrong. Then the 
lady who is capable of juſtly forming Thar 
diſtinction, 


- 


reaſonable being, you have juſt called 
man. She told me, that my argument, 
however true, was but a further confirma- 
tion of her opinion. 

The chariot had now ſtopt, and I re- 
ceiving her from it, led her into the houſe; 
when ſhe begged me to walk into the par- 
lour, till ſhe had given ſome neceſſary or- 
ders to her ſervants. I obeyed; and char- 
mingly furniſhed it was ; but thoſe allure- 
ments took not my fancy, their effect was 
loft on me; for I was proof againſt all fe- 
male artifice, and was collecting my de- 
ter mination for remaining ſo, when the 
lady following me, deſired that I would 
ſit down. Some wine entered immediate- 
ly, of which we each drank a glaſs, and 
upon the ſervant's retreat, I was riſing to 
be gone; when, Mr. Ofborn, ſaid ſhe, 
how long hath your mother been dead? 
This queſtion puzzled me, to conceive the 
meaning of it, and brought me to my 
chair again; where having a while re- 
counted the paſt ſtages of my life; I told 
her, I thought that it was twenty-ſix years 
ſince: But pray Madam, ſaid I, did you 
know her? Before 1 even knew myſelf, 
replied ſhe. I begged then the favour of 
her name, ſhe replied, D—n=—t, LI 1. 
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had forgotten it, or had never heard my 


- 


mother mention it. 
We ran on from this, to other diſcourſe, 
and in ſhort, were ſo fairly in for it, that 
before I had again offered at my departure, 
a ſervant appeared with a ſummons. for 
ſupper z. ſo that to avoid rudeneſs, I was 
1 to accept her invitation to- that 
re 1 2 2 W 89 445 * 
Her behaviour was ſo polite, diſcreet, 
modeſt, and agreeable, that I could not 
harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion of ill deſign in 
her; and her age being ſo nearly corre- 
ſpondent to my own, (which in my appre- 
henſion would be a guard againſt any inde- 
corum) I made the lets ſcruple of following 
her up ſtairs, to which we were guided by 
the ſervant, with candles before us; but no 
ſooner had I entered on the ſtair-caſe, than I 
was very certain of my old haunt. So, 
thinks I, this is ſome new conductreſs, (the 
other being worn out in the ſervice) who I 
e is to introduce me to the ſhadow 
of my Incognita again: But upon entering 
the dining- room, all was open, no curtain, 
the table ſtanding in its old place, and.eve- 
ry thing relating to the furniture, exactly . 
the ſame as when I ſaw it laſt, What new 
vagary now? thinks I: but I'll eat my ſup- 
| WR #7./\ ar 

ie 


2 begon » hdr, 3 my- 
15 jp;Joubts, at png e to 


@, Were attended at 8 by Gre 
Unt in lvery, and carried on our diſ- 
courſe. together as familiarly, as two of the 

oldeſt friends in Chriſtendom» ; but when 
Pine things gave me a doubt of who. ſhe 
Was, yet others confirmed me, that ſhe 
muſt be none other than my Ineognita her- 
ſelf; for ſo many of her peculiar phraſes 
occurred, that I judged it impoſſible for 
8 me to be miſtaken. 
Alter ſupper; ſhe perceiving me to call 
a piercing eye towards every part of the 
room, and eſpecially on ſuch things as had 
ſtood on the ſame ſide of the curtain, that 
1 always fat off; Sir, ſaid ſhe, you ſeem to 
have ſome knowledge of this houſe. Or 
1 am much deecived, I have, Madam, 
faid I. Pray, ſaid ſhe, who might live in it 
. ? Madam, replied I, you have 
2 mes but 1. 1 am, 1 have 
| every thing in this the- room, 
but e A ne of all the 
furniture is that? The only ornament of 
Al I told her. I ſhall value it the more for 
mY eſteem, I can aſſure you, Sir, ſaid ſhe; 

2 Done it out to me. Withdraw 

We id I, n and it vaniſhes, 
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Madam," ſaid I, had 1 a' this "i 
and: twenty years 2805 to fore' perſons, 
they mighr have eſteemed it fo, and have 
ſuſpected me; but I am too ſetious for 
that ſport now. I think it bengath the 
dignity of my nature as a N 10 fal- 
ſify myy heart by my 1 view 
things now as they really appear, ſtript of 
thoſe falſe gloſſes, my younger age would 
ſhadow over a baſe inſide with; and now 
Jam, and ſhall, I hope; for ever remain, to 
be only the man I profeſs myſelf. It is as 
rare a thing, ſaid ſhe, Mr. Oſborn, to hear 
a man of your age talking of years, as to- 
meet with one of the true character you 
would aſſume to yourſelf. I replied,” that' 
L had dranł dee 25 vanity with the reſt of 
the world, bur the draught was grown nau 
ſeous to me; having for ſome years diſco- 
vered, ſedateneſs, atid _— * be ſo 
latable. 1 am very added ſhe, that 
I am not the only = in lier of chat old 
faſnioned way of thinking, chat you ſpea 
= for though' I may ave been ee! 

with the 2 of life; yet am I now ful 
hip chat ſound ſenſe and a reafonable' 
eee necefſury, to our 


c. 


el 4 


enjoyment of that ſatisfaction, ſo truly re- 
liſhable by the ſoul of man H elt! 
I became ſo charmed with her converſa- 
tion, that leſt it ſhould be adapted only to 
the mode of thinking, I had expreſſed my- 
ſelf in, as a ſurer means of enſnaring me, 
and to put me off my guard; I grew very 
uneaſy to be gone; but more ſo, without 
the previous ſatis faction of having per- 
fectly diſcovered who ſhe was, This, thinks 
I, may perhaps be the laſt time that ever 
T ſhall ſee her; and ſhould ſhe be affront- 
ed, it matters but little to me; I'll put her 
to the queſtion, right or wrong; then 
plucking up my courage, I aſked her, 
whether ſhe was the lady of this houſe, five 
or ſix and twenty years before? 
She -bluſhed, and heſitating a little, de- 
manded my reaſon for that query ? jocoſe- 
ly adding, that ſhe feared it would be en- 
' tering too far into the myſtery of her own 
age, which was a thingfew ladies were over 
fond of ' revealing. I begged pardon, if T 
had propoſed amiſs, and deſired it might 
be dropt; when ſhe frankly aſſured me, 
.- ſhe was. And was this your conſtant reſi- 
dence? ſaid I. I profeſs Mr. Oſborn, ſaid 
| ſhe, you are now come to the true ſpirit of 
your catechiſm; but it is no more than I. 
expected, when you began with what is 
DEV. EQ your 
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your name. Perceiving her to laugh hear. 
tily, and be ſo merrily diſpoſed, IL de- 
ſired that my queſtion, it no offence to her, 
might be anſwered. As I can refuſe you 

but one requeſt in life, ſaid ſhe, I anſwer 
you truly, that this was my conſtant reſi- 


dence, till yon influence, at times, drove : 


me from it. 


I could now no longer doubt who was amy 
companion, and with the profoundeſt re- 
ſpect, riſing, I ſaluted her; ſhe receiving 
me very modeſtly, with bluſhes on her 
cheeks; when J aſked her, what could oc- 
caſion her depriving of me till now, of 
the proſpect of beholding her, and 19 5 
ſne made no ſcruple of it now. 

She replied, that ſne had been a 
by the old lady who firſt introduced me 


to her, that I had been apprized of the 


laviſh condition, annexed by her uncle, to 
her fortune, of not marrying; till ſhe was 
of the age of forty five years; upon for- 
feiture of the whole to a charity. You m 
imagine, added ſhe, the diſagreeableneſs of 


that proviſo, I preſume, I need not pal- 
liate any thing before you; my inclinatian. . 


I own tended to the breach of my ſhackles; 
nor could I conceive a better way of evad- 


ing my uncle's injunction, than by making 


choice of that _=__ for my companion, 


3 whom 
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whom ef ail others, had I been free; J 
ſhould haue coveted for my huſband ; und 
0 hom, I had determined at — 
to prove conſtant, as his lawful uſe. 
This I think, ariſing from my own 

I have performed to a nicety, an — 
courſe of time is clapſed. 

Here ſhe ſtopping, 1 begeben. _ 
ceed; for that ſhe was not yet arrived' to 
chat part of her ſtory, which alone could 
inſpire me with delight. Sir, anſwered -ſhe, 
I profeſs, I have not declared the leaſt ſyl- 
-lable, but truth. O proceed, proceed, ſaid 1, 
Jor Fam undone. What is it you can | 
aid the. OMadam, anſwered 1, now the 
courſe of time you 2 is elapſed O _ 

_ 7$30in. that you are unreſtrainedly deſiro 
of making me, that happy huſband- 
could once have choſen, or you will leave 
my mind involved in more diſtreſs and 
<milery, than your firſt bounty relieved me 
From. I -underſtand you now, ſaid the; 
Hut as it ſeemed moſt proper for that mo- 
tion to proceed from your ſelf, I ſhall make 
the reply that hath ever been reſerved for 
—_ © actor Sir, Lam yours. 

I I aroſe, and embracing her again warn 
8 nn What ſaid I, andihall I at laſt live 

happy, in the lawful enjoyment of the moſt 
 relÞoQablc _ {owe n Ole 

4. is 
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is tos much tranſport for me, of're-preſt 
ence, tobe rewarded: with. Lou rather; 
to have purged out my crimes by an age 


of wretchedneſs, and deſpair, than for the 


labour of a fe months only, to reap the 


fruits of my repentance, in ſuch a 

ſurable harveſt ; but I receive frotn hence, 
the ſtronger confirmation of what I have 
hoped, and doubted not; that the prodigal 
fon cannot return' to his father, before 
9 is both ready to em and reward 


e nen bad our ra ptures [taken 


ht, but we returned to odmench 5 
_— ſaid ſhe, Lam ap Mr. — 


that you have bren : — dealer hs 
lady's favours, I have one more queſti- 
on to aſk you on that head; Have you a 
wife now living? I ran back the liſt of 


them in my own mind, very attentively/z 


- and;then replied, No. Cons them. 


— 
and again, ſaid ſhe, be ſure ; let us 


no falſe ſtep at laſt. I did ſa, and — 


replied, No; not that can claim me, by 
any lawful title. Pray, fad the, make me 
A Ju dge of that title you · call unlawiul; for 
1 inſiſt [an 1 I 


by f 9 5 - Ex 
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1 T fairly declared to her my i at 
Graveſena, my voyage to France, and'ſe- 
cond marriage at Aris which latter, ſaid 
I, is abſolutely void. She allowed it might 
5. ſo: But what, ſaid ſhe, is become of 
the Graveſend lady, was not ſhe dead be- 
fore your marriage at Paris? for if ſo, as 
Þ u fay you was ſome years in France, the 

renek match is ftill binding. I then de- 
clared to her, the death of my Graveſend 
wife, and when, and by what means I 
1 the knowledge of it; and alſo what 
ratagem I had uſed, to impoſe upon my 
Pariſian lady, a belief of my death, and 
the effect it had had: ſo that I aſſured her, K 
I 'was now at lawful chriſtian liberty, to en- 
gage with whom I would; but as ſhe had 
Jo long devoted herſelf to him, whoſe ſole 
ambition was to yield her all future happi- 
'nefs, I ſhould wait the arrival of that day, 
with the profoundeſt gratitude and im * 
nor. 

She thought, me faid, that we had now 
gone through / buſineſs enough for that 

but if a part of my enſuing even- 
e could be ſpared, from more urgent 
buſineſs, ſhe Mould then be glad to ſee 
me. She ſpeaking this with ſo ſweet an 
accent, I entreated her, thatif it could dt, 
— would ercuſe f me. 


. : * 
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Then ebe her, that 1 looked upon 
tue preſent, as the moſt felicitous day I had 
as yet ever ſeen, or had even ever hoped OY 


Fee, I ſaluted her; when ſhe telling me = 
that her coach waited for me at the door, i | 
left 15 Re IF 


2a bann, entertain 


CHAP. XXI. 


Preparation: for the wedding. Ober, 


- finds himſelf heir to bis uncle. . 
: - courſe. on that bead. 


— ———_ — 


— 


\UCH a ſcene as the paſt, would ſome 9 
few years before, have ſo fired my = 
blood, that I ſhould neither have ſlept 
eaten, till I had been with her 17 | but 
it had a much more manly effect now ; 
for I no ſooner was ſettled in my chamber, 
than having conſidered what à vaſt for- 
tune [ was falling: into, I began to "—_ 
about, from whence it ſhould iſſue, to 
undeſerving a creature as myſelf; and could 
at laſt "reſolve it only into the original 
eauſe of all things, which naturally led me 
on to expreſſions of gratefulneſs; an ac- 
knowledgment of my dependance; reſolu- 
tions of future deſerving; and praiſes for 


O 3 1 
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o much unmerited neſs; all _—_ 
L 3 the 5 —— 
__ Intellefty — only, till my pow 
rexerting back to their abandoned 
duion, Laroſe from the paſture I was — 
and ſlept coolly till next mornin 
irepeating/ the laſt night's 4 I was 
fully prepared, for whatever ſhould happen, 
of good or bad, right or wrong. for the 
enſuing day 1 For I had really diſcharged 
all uncommon anxiety for future events, 
ſtriying omy to act with circumſpection, 
and integrity, in whatever . — 
 thould befal me. 10155 
78401 I dreſt as uſual; but in every tba way 
-qlaimyier L had made no uſe of finery ſinee 
my RE at Briſtol 3 and dining at an 
for a ſhilling, I walked to- 
3 2 N70 to Mrs. D—n— ts; when 
: unluckily (as thought) a coach ſtopt at 
the door. I expected to- have met with a 
room full of company, and that the deſign 
if my viſit would have been- fruſtrated, 
154 juſt upon the poiſe, whether I had 
not better return, and come again the next 
day; but fearing it might be taken for a 
n eile, if left not, at leaſt, my name 


with the ſervant, I kept on, and Was open- 
ing my lips to ſpeak, when I heard the:der- 
Fant deliver Fo the . coach, that his lady was 
4 not 
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not at home; this put me upon 
from the ſtand l was makin 
forward to the end _ the ſtreet ; imagin- — 
2 that poſſibly on of me, 

might have oceaſioned abſence from 
Home av ro other viſitors. 

By this time, che coach being out of 
fight, returned, and found the ſervant 

had ſeen me paſs by the door, waitmg 

for me. He immediately uſhered me in, 
and the complement at our firſt meet 
being a ſalute, I preſently mie vr a 
omiſſion I had been gal of the prom | 
_ in not enquiring after the children 
when that good creature aſſured me, that 
"he — nothing leſs: than — | 
of them, when ſhe (withidelight)-pencexrved 
what eeſtaly, the diſcovery of hetſelf, and 
her inclinations, had put me into: Neither 
bad I myſelf, ſaid ſhe, from the moment 
was ſatisfied: that you might be lawfully 
mine, the leaſt thought concerning them: 
But now we are both under leſs neceſſity of 
' furprize, I have only to aſſure you, that 
Tow rn. well; that I am: their aunt, 
| fix ſuch charming figures they make 
in life, as are ſcarce to be parallelled upon 
the globe: But enough 8 as it will 
e hö v ene e 


0 6 4 My 


2 
— 


My conception of theſe dear babies (for 
ſo J muſt call them, though they were all 
grown men and women) Was exceedingly 
heightned from this report; and 1 longed 
for the ſhort time ſhe. hinted; at to be 
elapſed, that I might doat upon them with 
paternal fondneſs ; but feared it would not 
happen till our marriage was conſummated; 
and that muſt be left to the lady's own ap- 
Pointment, i 1949} 5 83-19: 9: 
At repeating; ſome of our former- dif- 
courſe, I made it my humble requeſt, that 
ſhe would fix a day for our nuptials. She 
replied, that we both had ſomething to 
be previouſly engaged in; for that as ſhe 
purpoſed a publick wedding; we muſt be 
prepared to appear in the manner our rank 
would require; and therefore, ſo little 
time, as my prudence would direct me to 
limit for that purpoſe, ſhe would conſent 
0 a h = 1 f 
Ibis put a ſtop to my further importu- 
nity, till I had re- conſidered the propoſal; 
nor could I for my life fix it at leſs than a 
fortnight, though we ſhould be almoſt 
night and day at the employment; for 
what with buying, meaſuring, fitting, and 
recollecting what had been at firſt forgotten, 
(as at leaſt one fourth of what we ſhould 
want would be) I could not rate my com- 
„ ; I 8 ( Pu- 5 
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putation at a day leſs, and told her ſoz 
But ſne returned, very ſmartly, I wonder 
you ſhould miſtake ſo, Mr. Oſborn; why 
it will take that time to paint and dry a ne 
coach. I will rather walk on foot all the 
days of my life, ſaid I, than defer it a mo- 
ment on that account, by my own choice. 
Come, come, ſaid he, make no raſh're-. 
ſolutions, let it be as you ſay, mine bruſn- 
ed up, with both our arms upon it, will 
ſerve till the new one is ready, \ 

Here ſhe ſtruck me dumb as a fiſn, 
which ſhe would not have done, had ſhe 
recollected all that ſhe knew; for I had no 
arms, that I had any pretence to make 
uſe of. This fhe obſerving, preſently 
gueſſed the meaning. You ſeem a little 
confounded, ſaid ſhe, at ſomething: If 
you can't recollect your arms, it is but go- 
ing to the Herald's Office, where for 4 
trifle, you may have the Oſborn arms 
blazoned properly, as they ought to be, 
This eas my Check again to mens. 
and I acquieſced in that method. | 

Well, the day being appointed, the poor 
horſes and ſervants had never in their 
lives undergone ſuch a fatigue before; fr 
either with us ſingly, or-together, they 
were upon the hoot from morning in 
night, for ſome of the firſt days? but When 

ade" 
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we came to look over the loads of things 
which we had heaped — yore, ur of linens, 
woollens, and ſilks of alt ſorts, ſizes, and 
— denominations ; inftead of fourteen days, 
one 'would have im twice as 
weeks, to havebeen-but t a moderate allot- 
ment of time, for perfecting what we re- 

ired to be done with them; but though 
eſe things ſeemed ſo bulky, — 
ſwept them all away, not 2 chread re- 
— ; and in two days more, their 
place Was fupphed with) fach an inunda- 
tion of cambrick, lace, fans, ribbons, 

" gloves, Sc. Se. Ge. that a 

ould have imagined, I had been a mer- 

— freighting a veſſel to che Weſt-In- 
| 15 gun 
ks and this ike excetife,; our'time 
fole away, till the Monday before the 
fourteenth day, which was on che thurſ- 
day following; when reading one of the 
papers of the day at the Coffeehouſe; after 
dinner; I was ſtruck with a 276.5" as 
near as I can remember, to the following 
ſe. On Friday lat, died of a 2 
ilmeſs, at his ſeat at C—r—n, the 
right honourable the Earl of A—e; his 
lordſhip having no male heir, the title is 
extinct. He hath left the bulk of that fa- 
ily _ to Charles Oſborn Eſq; . 
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ral ſon of bis elder brother deceaſed, which 
gentleman . be n r N 
on his travels. 
Such s notice a8 is, — ans 
rs before, would have made me mads 

I read it over again, with all — 
poſure imaginable, and drinking my 


works of providence: How ha 
for has! that this noble eſtate 


1t was 
not fallen 


into my hands, till I was of capacity to en- 


joy it in perfection. I pauſed a little upon 
it, and ſending tha boy to buy me a du» 
Vin. Band Paper. carried it with me to 


At tea- time. 1. pullad out my 
telling her, I had brought it for my Paper 
ment of her tea-table : then you muſt read 
it, ſaid ſhe. It. will be „ 


to me, ſaid I, who have ſeen it alread * 


Then make you the tea, ſaid ſhe, and VL 
peruſe it to myſelf. I undertook the 
job very readily, under ſome of her pre- 


vious directions, and to it we went, I to 
my tea making, and ſhe to her news paper. 
WA caſt ee eye upwards EVETY nam Woe 
ſhe went on 
5 her, before 
— and went, and came — zn then 
W eee full in the 


| 
= 
| 


36k 1 MEMOIRS of +”, 


face, (in q uite a different tone than — had 
uſed to ry —— ſaid ſhe, pray have you 
read this paper? I gravely replied, that ! 
had. And are no more moved at it? faid 
ſhe. I preſame by your gravity upon the 
orcafion,, this paper was put into my hand, 
mftead of a declaration of your own, to fig- 
nify that you have no farther occaſion for 
me. The water then bubbling in her 
eyes, had almoſt ſplit my heart aſunder; 
when I replied, Nö, my love, you much 
miſtake me. I hoped; that poſſibly! 1 
might thereby have made you] joyous; but 
for myſelf, having ſuch near expectations, 
of what is of infinitely more conſequence to 
me, than that eſtate, and wherein T have 
eentred my whole ſenſe of bliſs, every 
other occurrence in life meets me with the 
more indifference. And is that all? Do 
ſpeak the truth from your heart? ſaid 
Ne. 1 do from my ſoul; returned I; nor 
have I a pleliing expectation from the 
fruition of it, that is not conjoined to your 
happineſs. Then ruſhing into tears, ſhe 
aroſe from her chair, and 1 meeting her 
half way, we fell on each other's neck in 
fuck ſilent tranſport,” as was far more ex- 
preſſive, than whatever could have been 


uttered by the N the * 0 
orator. 1 e. ET 4 4 
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We remained in this poſture, till our 
firſt emotions ſubſiding, we parted by con- 
ſent, and retired to our former ſeats 3. when 
each having dried our faces: It is pity he 
could not have bequeathed, you the ho» 
nour with the eſtate, ſaid ſhe. - Madam, 
ſaid I, while you are mine, nothing. can 
move me. I build not upon this eſtate, 
it is the news of the day, and may be true 
or falſe; but as for the honour, I deſpiſe 
it, any other ways, than as it would have 
given you a title, and my future children 
may prize it. Ne, I'll aſſure you, both 
title and eſtate, hold rank in my eſteem, 
in infinite ſubordination to your perſon ; 
put me but once in poſſeſſion of that, I 
may then find leiſure for the conſideration 
of leſſer matters; but till then, I can have 
no reliſh for any thing. 
I thought but lirle more of this paper 
account; but Mrs. D- nt would not 
ſuffer it to reſt here. She wondered, ſhe 
ſaid, that I ſhould ſeem ſo unconcerned. 
that for her part, though ſhe had a ſuffi- 
ciency for us both to live genteelly, yer 
our children might be glad of ſo fine an ac- 
quiſition 3 and truly, it was not to be light- 
pl thought of, even by ourſelves. Thus, 
rom one thing to another, ſhe obtained 
my conſent, for fending her ſervant to my 
8 Lor d's 


* 
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be. wenne to get a cir of 


7 Cen had- a very artful fellow in Rune 
tinue, who underſtood” his buſineſs to an 
hair; and he, in about an hour's time, 
brought us a confirmation of our paper in- 
telligence; with theſe further eircumſtances, 
that his Lordſhip's will was in his ſteward's 
hands, who arrived in town-late on Sunday 
night, and was in ſearchafter Mr. Ofborn 
hut that alb the account they could 3 
was, that he was beyond ſe. 

Being now fully ſatisfied of my uncle 
death, and that — might be left 
me in his will (though 1- much queried as 
to all his eſtate) I told Mrs. D—n—t, that 
as I had onee loſt this eſtate already, for a 
_ — 5 . ey father's 
will, 1 judged it would be impru- 
dent in me, to let the rs ke my 
uncle's, till ſome other claimant 

ariſe; to diſpoſſeſs me of this too: ſo 1 de- 
fired, that I might order back her ſer- 
vant, with notice where I was, for the 
ſteward to wait on me, when he ſhould 
return, if ſne would permit me to receive 
him in her houſe; ſhe thought it very pro- 
per, the ſaid, and ſurely, as I was fo near 
maſter of it, I might command her houſe 
Without apology. 
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/\Atithe fellow*s return, he introduced the 
ſteward. He was the very ſame who had 
lived with my father, -and-I remembered 
his ace ee e = | — r 
taking him by the „I called him 
his name, e if he did not reco 
lect me? but he could not ſay that he did 
till after ſome diſcourſe of paſt affairs, when 
J was a child at his Lordſhip's, he look- 
ing at, and ſcanning over my face, was at 
— perſuaded, that I was once his yo 

— then pulling out my uncle's vil 


at, 
it me to peruſe. ; 4 

1 greet lit (Grit co myſelf; and therein 
found the whole · eſtate my own, even the 
furniture of his houſes, both in town, anti 
country, with all his plate, jewels,” and 
ready money, ſave about fave. thouſandi 
pounds, Which he had. given in legacies; 
and be had conſtituted me his ſole exe - 
I told him, I was perfectly fatisſied 
with what his lordſhip had done; ordered 
him to leave the will with me, and made 
bim a preſent of twenty guineas which/I 
had in my pocket, for his care of it; aſ- 
ſuring him, that ſhould not be all I would 
do for him and his family; then giving 
orders about the ſervants, and for the 1 
| 12 late 
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diate requiſites for the funeral, I told him, 
fog the xeſt, to wait my further orders». 
He faying,” his Lordſhip had deſired to 
* interred, at C—r—n, I gave him a 
general commiſſion for the' funeral prepa- 
rations, with aſſurance, : that I would myſelf 
be down with him, by that day ſev*nnight. 
I then gave Mrs. D—n—t the will to 
read, which having finiſhed, Mr. Oſborn, 
ſaid the, we have all our wick to begin 
again, here is the whole family to be put 
in mourning. My dear, ſaid 1, let that 
be no delay to us; we ſhall not want it till 
after the funeral. I muſt till inſiſt on 
Thurſday to make us one, as I purpoſe, 
with your leave, to ſet out from the church 
tor O—r—n. We will go in one of my 
uncle's coaches, while our own is cover- 
ing for our return, and let ſome of the ſer- 
Vvants bring our mourning after us. She 
agreed, that I had en it very well, 

and WE 1 n A0 


. * * 
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Hues, 


ene HAP. XXII. 


tr g 2 . 
Marries. Enters on his. fate ond 


rakes full reſtitution. Adventures 
- ith bis French wife. 


Did not ſre Mrs. — tilt 

the next evening, having had much 
duſineſs on my hands; when ſhe informed 
me, that all the family ſervants, and 
tradeſmen had been at her houſe, to- re- 
ceive my orders, and to hope for my com- 
mands; and in ſhort, ſays ſhe, my houſe 
has been little emptier than an inn at a fair, 
all day. I in my turn alſo acquainted her, 
that I had proved the will, and producn 


to her our licence. 28. 


No ſooner were we married on Thurſ- 
day, than we ſet out for C—r—n, lay at 
St. Albans that night, and by eaſy ſtages 
reached C—r— n, about noon on Sunday; 
when having dined, we took a view of the 
park, and gardens z but my wife, who: 
had never before ſeen them, was quite in 
raptures at the beauty they abounded with. 


How long; my dear, ſaid I, has this poor 


. man 


* 
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| tin "HY oils enjoyed, what of he be⸗ 
lon me? Fthink; ſaid ſhe, Penn 
ve ſubmitted to bread and water, before 
"could" have done ſuch · am act, would it 
have made nie queen; he muſt have been 
4 baſe mann 
My dear, ſaid. I. it hath been often in 
my thoughts, whether every thing hath 
= ha penal for the beſt. As how?” ſaid 
"Gan it be better for a man to be 
> Ms than to enjoy his 'own-? Not ab- 
ſolutely, ſaid I; but yet, you are not un- 
ſenſible, what a gay and ungovernable 
diſpoſition” I have been of: Now ſuppoſe, 
this eſtate had come regularly to me, as it 
ought to have done; I might not now 
have been maſter of it; and moſt undoubted- 
ty ſhould _ have enjoyed you with it; 
but why migh mou not have had that now? 
ſai} he 150 told her, that I feared, my 
extravagancies would have made away with 
ite bur now, ſaid 1, my very children may 
have hopes of it. 
We argued: this matter over pro and 
cn a good while, tiff upon alf accounts, 
we both agreed, tliat it was much better as 
it had happened, than any forecaſt of ours 
could have ordered it; and the next day, 
ve took am inventory of the plate, amount - 
ing to everal thoufand ounces, of the fine 
n pictures 


Cn, One., ff. ˙ 
DRY and: locked: up ſuch e 
1 Was a e abe , p-- 
ſecurities; which lay, we 
had little or no occaſion for; abundance of 
cattle, and. deer, and in fort, nothing, 
but what was ſtocked, even to profuſion'y 
and to wind up all, the ſte ward deliverecc 
in his rent- roll; of above thirty three 
thouſand: pounds. a year; for: my uncle's 
ovn eſtate, was now added do my fas 
ther's... 
I made a very ſplendid. funeral for my 
uncle, and ordered a monument for my 
father ; but was deprived of one piece of 
beneficence, that L would gladly have paid 
to the family of my deceaſed mother, by 
not being able to —— of them 
living; ſo. that having fully ee the 
purgoſe of my journey to.C—r—n; and 
— ly each ſervant in their reſpetiive: 
poſts, we returned again. 5 
No ſooner were we ſettled in wigs 
uncle $ houſe, but two whole months paſſ- 
ed in receiving, and paying complimen- 
tary viſien; nor was it double the time 
that would leave me ſo intirely free; 22 1 
could, have. prey have been. Upon 
the fark receſs. thar I could could gain, e 

Th . 4 
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- ive thouſand pounds to Fanny and her 
ahildren, informing her of my marriage, 
and that ſhe muſt not expect any thing fur- 
ther from me. I had before remitted to 
Paris, to my wife there, all the portion I 
had received with her, and intereſt for it; 
and having ſome few years before diſco- 
vered, who it was that IJ had robbed in Car- 
nock wood; I:ſecretly conveyed. to her, 
who was then a merchant's widow at 
Hackney, all her; principal and intereſt , 
and wherever elſe I had done a wrong, I 
either returned it to the injured parties, or 
their repreſentatives. I alſo ſent five hun- 
+ dred pounds to my Cheſhire widow, and 
when that work was all over, I ſet about 
regulating the ceconomy of my on fa- 
mily. I prevailed with my wife to bring 
all the children home, as her nephews and 
nieces; nor ever lived any man upon earth 
N to his eaſe, and ſatisfaction than my- 
During this tranquillity it was, that one 
night, at court, I met my French lady, 
entering the antichamber, as I was return- 
ing from my wife and daughter, whom 
J had juſt left in the drawing - room. 
was finer dreſt than ordinary on the occa- 
ſion; but Madam no ſooner perceived me 


meeting her, than ſhe ſtarted, and I feared 
$% 4 | would 


% 


CuARLE$s OB BOAN, Eg; 313 


would have fallen into a fit, — the 
very ſame gentleman with her, that I had 
ſeen in her company, upon her landing at 
Briftgl : As I could by no means avoid i, 
but by direct e e I made a 
ſtand, and welcomed her to England, in 
French. She was under ſuch confuſion, 
that ſhe could make no reply ; and the 
young gentleman, ſeemed as much amazed 
as ſhe till perceiving I ſhould rather in- 
creaſe her terrour, than abate her appre- 
henſions by my ſtay, I was moving off; 
when the gentleman following me, begged 
that I would inform him, what had ecca- 


fioned ſuch a conſternation in his wife. 


I had perſevered in my fincerity for a lo 
time; but thought, that if ever alye cou 
be neceſſary, it would be now; and that 
for the future peace of two families, it 


might be very excuſable; eſpecially, as ſhe 


could no ways be 'my wife, for reaſons 1 
have before given: So I readily told m 


ſpark, that I had been her confeſſor abroad, 


and had juſt before my departure tor 
England, enjoined her a penance, which 
by her dread of me, I was afraid ſne had 


aot performed; and for that reaſon, till 


I ſhould give her ſome comfort, I doubt- 


ed much of her recovery; but ſaid 1, walk 
you at à diſtance, 2 J lead her into 


the 
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the next room, and you ſhall ſee all will 
be well again preſently.” . JON 1M OW leo; 
I then advanced to her, and taking her 
by the hand, ſhe was about to ſhrielz out, 
had I not prevented it, by aſſuring her, 1 
was a friend, and only waited to give her a 
— advice, to prevent my being alive 
from coming to the ears of her huſband. 
Of aid ſhe, has he told you that we are 
married ? He has, ſaid I, but he knows not 
who am, nor ever ſhall, keep you but your 
own counſel. As to your fortune, I hope 
you received it; we did indeed, receive 
a ſum of money, replied ſhe, much more 
than what you had with me; and that be- 
Ing ſo unexpected an acqueſt, we pur- 
poſed to ſpend part of ĩt upon our plea- 
ſures, which occaſions our appearing here; 
for we knew not who it came from. I told 
her, that the overplus, was the intereſt of 
her money, according to the rate it bore in 
this country, to Which ſhe was heartily 
"welcome. She replied, that indeed if 
lle had not heard of my death, ſhe ſhould 
have had no thoughts of marrying again; 
Sur I revived her ſpirits, hen 1 aſſured 
her, by what means ſhe had obtained her 
Intelligence; and that 3 
Was in order, either to pr ecute;” or 
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I conjectured, bee, .repore of my. Je 
ceaſe would not be ungrateful to her; eſpę: 
cially, as my affairs were then ſo circum- 
ſtancad. chat I could by no means hays Vr 
habited with her.. ag 109 4 80 
She brightned up exceedingly. at 
news, and eſpecially. after I had told ber, f 
all. that had paſſed between her huſbapd. and 
me; and einn. to perſiſt in the ſame 
ſtory to him, So now, having broug ; 
her to my cue, 1 re · delivered her t0, 
buſpand. and hes ren to the de. 
ing room. 
10 hough ! was sen to Whites, 1 been d 
not help returning firſt to . wife, for if 
ſake Jhewing 2 my French 19 85 nor 
was it long, before 1 had ſingled 9 Outs 
and, left them almoſt. elbow to lb Len 
My wife was ſurprized, ſhe to Mes at 
home, how I could ee i 


coming 
* 1 Madam; till I unravelle 


hole ſtory to her. O Charles, ſaid, 

= have. long been a deceiver of por 50 

men, but now you are at the men 15 

you. ſatisfied the 1 lady's ſcruples o con Icy 

ence, and gave the poor huſband a quieti 

doſe. into the bargain * 1 he I vonder 5 
vou eſcaped, without, 10 both tb 


68. dove A tha phe, roug her gn 
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to you 1 And it was Laaer 
ney, replied I, on account of the peace it 
has adminiſtred to my mind, which 1 
could not have attained, but by that means. 
My dear, ſaid ſhe, it is very true ; I only 
thought to have rallied you, but perceive, 
its force returns upon myſelf; for it is 
amazing, that contrary to your e 
tion, that act of juſtice: of yours, ſhould 
have nee ſo: much to ne 
quicts.- Mw vill 
— my Fes ſaid J. * the moſt 
part the methods of Providence 3 to bring 
— unexpected things to paſa and chat 
by means too, equally unpromifing, where 
Ahe intention in the firſt att, is er 
and ſimply juſt; and Lam — em eat 
it is the want of this only, Which 
ſucceſs in thoſe, which do not — 
ſeribed rule: At leaſt, it has ſeldom 
iled in me, as I could demonſtrate, ark 
At-nceeflary, in many inſtances. \.+ + 
Upon the introdudtion-of — 
me, it was with the greateſt diſpiculty in 
dhe world, chat I — reſtrain nature, 
from exerting the whole force of its pater · 
nal tenderneſs z and at their years, 
at would have been: an u ly. thing; 1 
thave- publiſhed- their baſtardy, even 0 
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upon my inclination,” obliged me to. retire, 


the moment after 1 complimented, 
and embraced them all; aa my nephew 


only was witneſs,” to the abundance 
joy upon the happy occaſion; for my 
heart was ſo full, that had not my paſſion 
vented itſelf in a deluge of tears, it muſt 
have obſtructed the functions, both of my 
animal; and vital ſpir its. 

My wife, in due time, brought me 
another ſon ; though I own, that I had 
ever ſince my marriage with her, been in 
great hopes that we ſhould have had no 
more children, or at leaſt, only daughters 3 
for my eldeſt ſon Charles was ſo fines 
gentleman, not only in external comeli- 
neſs, but adorned with ſuch graces of mind, 
and every natural and acquired endo- 
ment z that it was a ſevere ſtroke to me, 
but to imagine that he ſhould not be the 
inheritor of my eſtate; and yet, that was 
now become impracticable: For thinlts I. 
this youngeſt ſon being legitimate, muſt 
of courſe be heir to all; and in him; muſt 
my family be preſerved. Nay, it woultd 
be a barbarous act in me, to caſſiire him 
without caufeg for he may alſo be 
deſerving of the eſtate 3 then, what reg 
ean he have for my future ann 


2 
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bot: make him with 
children! On the pry hand, fad. I. my 
firſt children expect nothing from me, ind 
oonſequently, whatever I fhall do for them, 
appearing to be a matter of bonn ntys they 
vill be thankful for. 1 7 
+» Theſecogitations, condo ny both of 
— 5 sand my on wakeful hours; and I 
had thoughts of attempting to get them 
legitimated by act of parliament 3 hut my 
vate oppoſed that: ſo ſtrenuouſly, that 1 
dropt the deſign intirely, and fell upon 
another ſcheme, that ſne had hinted to 
mes that was, as her fortune, by this tim 
— — — 
pounda,: we ſhould: ſettle it all on our 
— that is, on Charles fifty, and 
twemy thouſand pounds on each of the 
other five: that, ſhe: ſaid, would be ſuf- 
ficient to marry the girls handſomely; and 
the boys, with — additional poſts that 
my intereſt might. procure them, might 
then: be well provided for. 
i gave cloſe attention to all that ſhe 
faid, and told her, that her propoſal was 
extreamiy -agrecable: to mes in every re- 
ſpect, ſave that of Charles,: on whom. 1 
vould no ways agree to ſeitle ſo ſmall a 


Pian, from ſo larger nn eſtata as mine was; 
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| thinks chat I had done. him diſtributive 
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for him, yet that I was reſolved, at leaſt, to 


ſettle my late uncle's original eſtate upon 
him, and till that was over, I ſnould not 


juſtice. NG Of) 0 ins 54-09 rH LOUIS IG] 

It was not long, before Charles reming 
to have an inclination for a marriage, (of 
which I had private intimation) between 
him and the lady Ann G—r—d,, who was 
very intimate with my daughters, from 
having been their ſchool- fellow: To pres 
vent any clandeſtine engagement between 
. — I took Charles under examination; 

it very cloſe to him, whether there 

was not ſome latent amour carrying on with 
that lady Þ He aſſured me, that he efteerns 
ed het very highly; but as he could have 
no thoughts of marriage with her, but by 
conſent of his aunt and me, and alſo of the 
young lady's friends z whatever might be 
his real deſires, he was very far from en- 
gan accompliſnment of them. 

I commendedhis prudence, in mot comis 
mitting a precipitate act, which might 
be highly prejudicial to them both; and 
aſſure bim that if he was a pprized of che 
lady's inclination to the _—_ I would 
not ſay, but that ſuch a thing might be 
brought about, without much 


difficulty, 
Aach mutuab good liking of al}:parties. 


Charles 


, 4 2 _— 
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Charles replied, that he believed he might 
adſwer'for-the lady, with as much certain- 
ty as for himſelf, by reaſon of the many 
nities he had had, of fathoming her 
regard for him; and was certain, that would 
prove no obſtacle to his utmoſt wiſhes, for 
The would ſoon conſent to remove it. 
Having gained this intelligence, I a 
plied” to her father, who upon my 
rance of ſettling two thouſand a year on 


His: daughter in jointure, agreed to give 
ber fifteen thouſand pounds; ſo that but 
few weeks paſt, before 1 had martied them, 
and ſettled as 1 had propoſed on Charles. 
Lalſo gave them a ſeat I had in Shropſhire, 
Which I had never as yet ſeen, though it 


dad coft me ſeveral. hundreds in the ſup- 


_ Portof it. of 
_ ***The next year, my wife brought me a 
daughter, which was the laſt child we had; 


and in about three years more, I diſpoſed 
of all my natural children; the daughters 
were married into high life, one of my 
ſons in the army, and the other in a poſt 
of very handſome income under the go- 
vernment; ſo that I had now no family 
about me, that I was aſhamed to call my 


own. 
My youngeſt ſon and heir, at my writ- 
ing 24 of this account, is ne 
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of fifteen ; and my ſelf and wife, "(though 
healthy) without the hopes of many mere 
years paſſing over us, are in daily expecta - 
the | age call of nature, whoſe ap- 
proach, will give me little concern; I 
having, for many years, reſolutely perſiſted 
in the purſuit of ſuch meaſures only, as 
may aſlure me of à peaceable exit, and 
render me acceptable in that region of ſpi- 
rits, to which I wait my tranſlation. + - 
I ſhall now conclude my labours with 
| this reflection, which no man living, 1 
ö believe, can from better experience aſſert 
a than myſelf ; that whatſoever pleaſurable 


, proſpect, a courſe of vice and immorality 

t may promiſe to the deluded proſecutor 

þ of it ; he may, nay muſt „in one J 
ſhape or other, to find himſelf miſerably I 


a deceived, and perplexed by it; and on the 
contrary, that nothing but a well ſpent 
life, can lay a foundation for peace here, 
and glorious expectations hereaftet.. 
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